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CHAPTER - I 

I N T ROD U C T ION 

The State of Kerala came into being in 

1956 following the reorganisation of the Indian States 

on linguistic basis. Kerala now comprises the erst­

while native states of Travancore~ Cochin and Malabar. 

Kerala has a geographical area of 38,863 sq. km. and 

a population of 25,453,680 as per 1981 census. This 

accounts for 1.18 per cent of the area and 3.72 per 

cent of the country·s population. With reference to 

population Kerala ranks twelfth among the states in 

India. The economy of the state is overwhelming agri­

cultural and 81.26 per cent of the population live in 

rural areas. 

The land mass of Kerala can be divided 

into three physiographic divisions; the highlands, the 

midlands and the lowlands each running almost parallel 

to each other from south to north. The highland zone 

generally consists of lands that have been brought 
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under cultivation in comparatively recent times. 

Plantation crops such as Tea, Coffee, Cardamom and 

Pepper are grown in the highlands. In some of the 

main peaks, pinching cold is experienced. The mid-

lands have undulating terrain while the lowlands have 

near level topography. In the midlands, Arecanut, 

Cashew, Ginger, Turmeric, Rubber, Tapioca, Banana, etc." 

are grown. Paddy is the most important crop grown in 

low~lying fields of lowlands and on the terraced slopes 

and valleys of the midlands where water is abundant. 

The lowlands bordering the sea is densely covered with 

coconut gardens. 

Diversity of crops and heterogenity in 

cultivation are the keynotes of agriculture in the 

state. The state continues to be deficient in food 
) 

and produces only 42 per cent of rice and 10 per cent 

of pulses it needs. Even then she is rich in her plan­

tation and commercial crops. As a result of this food 

deficiency there is a tendency for prices of food pro­

ducts to be higher in Keralao The inflow of gulf remit­

tances adds to the price rise and owing to the centra­

lised saving system through commercial banks, Kerala 

has not been able to get much of these remittances for 

productive investment. 
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The settlement pattern in the State is 

quite different from that in other states. Homesteads 

in Kerala are spread throughout the state; and as a 

result, a wide network of roads has been developed. 

Other types of communication facilities are also 

fairly well developed in the state. A Kerala village 

is unique in that it' represents a continuous expanse 

of isolated houses covering the entire village. Unlike 

the villages in most other parts of India which have 

clusters of houses concentrated in a limited number 

of centres; in Kerala, each house is located at the 

centre of the garden plot and the houses are scattered 

more or less uniformly. 

The Hindus, Christians and Muslims live 

in Kerala side by side each influencing and being in­

fluenced by the culture of the1other. The Christians 

were the foremost in the area of commercial cultiva­

tion o To a lesser extent Ezhavas also followed the 

Christians. The Christians became an economic power 

and they acquired more area of land and land thus 

formed the most important asset. Other assets include 

buildings, durable household assets, livestock, etc. 
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As per 1981 census, Kerala has the 

highest literacy rate (70.42%) in the country as 

against an all-India rate of 36.03 per cent. This 

high trend has been maintained for decades inspite 

of the growing population which necessitates provi­

sion of additional schooling facilities for the younger 

generation. Female literacy is also the highest in 

Kerala - 65 per cent. 

The population of Kerala rose from less 

than 16.5 million in 1961 to nearly 21.35 million in 

1971 and 25.45 million in 1981. As a result the state 

is now one of the most densely populated parts of the 

world with about 655 persons per sq. km. 

The attention given to the medical and 

pubIi.c health services in the state in the latter 

half of the 19th century was commendable. The steps 

taken by the then rulers of the state in the. field of 

medicine and health care were much ahead of times. 

Maharaja Marthandavarma (Uthram Thirunal) who ruled 

Travancore from 1849 to 1860 had an intense personal 

interest in western medicine and surgery. The role 

of Christian Missionary Institutions has also been 

an important one in the development of medical servi-

ces in the state. 



5 

The sprea4 of education and health 

services started by the earlier princely States was 

intensified during the plan era. As a result, the 

rate of literacy, level of education and health ser­

vices are quite high in Kerala compared to the rest 

of the country. Because of the expansion of health 

facilities death rate of the state was .reduced dras­

tically. Expectation of life also went upo As per 

1981 census the life expectancy of a Keralite is 62 

years against the all-India average of 52 years. 

The intensive family planning drive brought down the 

birth rate. There has been considerable increase in 

the number of medical institutions and beds under 

all systems of medicine (See Table 5.26). 

Development in the means of transport 

and communications have opened up the Kerala Village 

to outside influence. Kerala is better endowed than 

the rest of the country in the matter of roads. Kerala 

has a well developed mass communication system with 

more than 80 newspapers and a large number of perio­

dicals, five Radio Stations and several Television 

Transmitting Centres. The traffic density in the 

roads in Kerala has been very high because the roads 

constitute the main mode of transport in the State. 



6 

Over the last 25 years village roads and motor vehicles 

have considerably increased. The number of registered 

vehicles in road increased from 13,457 in 1956:'57 to 

78,168 in 1969-'70 and to 473,789 in 1987-'88. As 

could be seen from Table 1.1 the index of growth of 

Autorikshaw was the highest for the period 1969-'70 

to 1987-'88. 

The fisheries sector assumes particular 

importance in Kerala not only because of its employ-

ment and export-earning potential, but also because 

of its commercial linkage with the nutrition programmes 

in the State. Kerala is one of the leading fish pro-

ducing States in India (See Table 1.2). Fish eating 

is popular in the State. About four-fifth of the 
1 

population are accustomed to taking fish regularly. 
! 

Being rich in proteins, fi~h can form a valuable 
-

supplement to tapioca, which is deficient in protein. 

In fact a combination of rice, tapioca and fish can 

form a well balanced diet. 

1 Sankaranarayanan, K.C. and Karunakaran, Vo (1985) 
Kerala Economy, Oxford IBH Publishing Co., New 
Delhi, p.136. 
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Table No.l.l Growth of Vehicles in Kerala 

Ye er 

1969-70 

1970-71 

1971-72 

1972-73 

1973-74 

1974-75 

1915-76 

1916-77 

1977-78 

1978-79 

1979-80 

1980-81 

1981-82 

1982-83 

1983-84 

1984-85 

1985-86 

1986-87 

1987-88 

Index of 

Goods 
Vehicle 

12,458 

13,162 

13,584 

14,164 

13,921 

15,875 

15,882 

17,492 

18,196 

18,527 

21,121 

24,682 

27,734 

31,485 

33,358 

40.869 

45,325 

51,284 

57,389 

Growth 460.65 
(1969-70 
to 1987-88) 

~ . ~ . . . . . ~ -. . . 
Buses Cars 

3 4 

6,018 30,841 

6,563 33,294 

6,840 36,531 

7,176 48,559 

6,795 50,289 

7,630 44,487 

8,266 40,667 

8,711 41,037 

8,608 45,350 

8,823 49,882 

9,547 54,381 

10,200 56,802 

11,030 60,412 

12,320 64,147 

13,647 68,511 

15,234 75,731 

16,149' 82,222 

16,704 89,023 

19,121 1,01,731 

301.11 329.86 

Jeep 

5 

4,300 

4,828 

5,512 

5,669 

6,420 

6,308 

7,082 

6,919 

7,023 

7,834 

9,030 

10,110 

11,839 

12,971 

14,721 

17,012 

19,893 

462.63 

~ --. • • ~ • • a _ a _ _ 

Auto 
Rickshaw 

6 

969 

Scooter/ 
Motor 
Cycle 

7 

12,860 

1,062 15,1'17 

1,219 16,957 

1,591 17,715 

1,958 21,492 

3,125 25,769 

3,734 26,110 

4,533 32,080 

4.585 38,123 

5,666 43,633 

7,937 50,943 

9,640 59,531 

12,727 70,498 

15,045 81,838 

17,724 96,478 

24.383 1,11,629 

I 
30,537 1,30,992 

35,838 1,59,863 

44,116 1,85,349 

4552.73 1531.28 

Others Total 

8 9 

10,722 78,168 

12,208 86,234 

13,443 93,709 

10,254 99.459 

4,498 1,04,465 

6,715 1,09,670 

16,995 1,18,076 

18,100 1'..28,261 

19,749 1,41,693 

21,145 1,54,595 

23.752 1,74,704 

25,908 1,94,597 

29,302 2,20,733 

31,978 2,46,923 

35,424 2,76,981 

38,442 3,19,259 

41~671 3,61,617 

44,Sa6 4,14,310 

47,19,], 4,73,789 

440.13 606.12 

Percent 1'1(' 

increase' 
over thp 
prC'vious 

year 

10 

10.32 

8.67 

5.0J 

4.9!! 

9.11 

13 .01 

11.3'1 

11.43 

11.87 

12.1"1 

15.20 

13.2·' 

14 .~7 

14.30 

- .: 1:1 _ = • ~ c m ~ = • _ = _ C G • = = 

Compiled from Kerala Economic Review (1976 to 1999), State Planning Board, Government 
of Kerala, Trivandrum. 

* Not Separately Available. 
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Kerala has several advantages which should 

contribute to a strong industrial base. It has abundant 

potential for hydro-electric power, river ,and internal 

navigation f~ilities, some of the world1s rarest minerals 
~.~ 

like ilminite, monozite, a large part of India's fish 

landings, very rich forest resources and the most literate 

population. Provision of infrastructurai facilities like 

roads, electricity, irrigation, etc. would definitely 

help to develop the rural backward areas. And the State 

is well ahead of the country in infrastructure for deve-

lopment. 

During the quarter century from 1962- 187 

agriculture in Kerala witnessed some major changes and 

retained some of its main characteristics. The increas-

ing mechanisation of agriculture has also been accom-
! 

panied by an impressive use of fertilizers. Inspite of 

having a low per capita income, the State has achieved 

tremendous progress in the matter of improving the 

quality of life of its population and in providing basic 

infrastructure facilities. 
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Statement of the Problem 

Rural transformation is a multi-dimensional 

phenomenon. Though it is close to rural development, 

it is not synonymous with either rural development or 

growth. It involves not only growth but development 

with distributive justice. The rural transformation 

policies are mainly aimed at: 

1. Economic growth with distributive justice and 

2. Changing the property relations in the rural 

areas. 

Rural transformation calls for: 

i) transfer of labour force from low productivity 

areas to high productivity areas preferably non-

farm activities 
J 

ii) curtailment of population growth and 

iii) fuller utilization of locally available resourceSI 

land, manpower and capital. 

Any study on rural transformation-should 

have two dimensions, namely: 

i) development across the study region and 

ii) development across timeQ 
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Social and economic transformation in 

rural society is dependent upon interaction of several 
. 

factors - technological, economic, social, demographic, 

etc. Such a rural transformation is universal but vary­

ing in degree depending on changes in the magnitude of 

factors. 

Several developing nations appear to have 

found a democratic political system not suitable for 

bringing about the required socio-economic transfor-

mation which development calls for. A few countries 

like India have preferred the democratic political 

system for the process of social development and mo-

dernization. Since the Second World War and more 

particularly since 1950's States all over the world 

have taken upon t~emselves the responsibility of being 
I 

active agents of change and of transformation. 

Since independence, policy makers and 

planners in most of the developing Asian and Pacific 

nations have been emphasizing the need to transform 

rural areas where the overwhelming majority of their 

people are currently living. I n each co.untry several 

policy programmes and projects have been introduced 

to increase agricultural productivity, raise incomes 
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and living standards of the rural people, provide 

employment opportunities, facilitate participation 

of the people in local d~cision making and increased 

access of the rural poor to government facilities and 

programmes. 

We hear of miracles achieved in the 

economic field in countries like Japan, West Germany 

and Russia. Nobody would hold that the Japanese soil 

is so much more fertile than our soil. The growth in 

Japanese economy has been truly impressive. Japan 

was able to transform herself rapidly from a poor 

agricultural nation into a rapidly growing industrial 

giant by the use of high yielding varieties, well 

planned irrigation, fertilizers, pesticides and mecha-

nised farm operations. In Japan a significant part 
J 

of resources was allocated to agricultural " development 

resulting in rapid growth in that sector. Heavy in-

vestment in agricultural technology, extension services 

and infrastructure may indeed be the key to rapid 

d f t · 2 evelopment 0 many coun r~es. 

2 Richard Garbowski (1985) itA Historical Reassessment 
of Early Japanese Development", Development and Change, 
Vol.16, No.2, p.249. 
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Planning for development in a country like 

India is essentially bringing about a transformation 

in the socio-economic conditions of the rural popula-
3 

tion. Because of this, development of the rural areas 

has been one of the abiding concerns of the successive 

five year plans. 

Generally the rural transformation is 

inescapably linked with the development of the agri-

cultural sector as majority of the rural population 

depend upon agriculture. The establishment and deve-

lopment of industries in rural areas is an important 

factor in rural transformation for which infrastru-

ctural facilities, requisite materials and services 

are also to be developed in the rural areas. No socio­

economic development in India can take place unless we 

develop the nearly six lakh villages where around 

three-fourth of the Indian population reside: Economic 

development brings structural transformation in the 

productive resources of an economy_ It transforms 

the economy from a dominantly agricultural one to one 

3 Lal Sahab Singh (1982) "Rural Development and People u
, 

Economic Times, December 10, p.S. 
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containing a large and growing urban industrial sector. 

For both agricultural and industrial development, moti­

vation to social awareness and leadership are ,the cata-

lytic agents in bringing out rural transformation. 

Rural uplift is inescapably linked with 

the development of the agricultural sector. The pro-

blem of transformation of traditional agriculture is 

the problem of rationalisation of investment. This 

kind of investment not only proves profitable for the 

agricultural sector but also becomes a powerful vehicle 

of growth of the whole economy_ Rationalisation of 

agriculture should aim at the transformation of the 

rural economic structure in which the units of opera-

tion, big or small, should be productive units with 

higher output per acre and per capita income for the 

community as a whole under the impact of suitable 

social organisation and effective local leadership. 

Rationalisation of agriculture means the creation of 

necessary.arrangements for maximising production and 

for steady growth of income for all segments of the 

rural economy. In other words it should aim at trans-

formation of the rural economic structure from a 

4 
stagnant to a dynamic stage. 

4 Arun Mukhopadyay (1971) Agricultural Extension, 
Minerva Associates, Calcutta, p.157. 
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The urgency of the need for rural trans-

formation was emphasized in the constitution. The concept 

of equality is the basis of social justice. This' is envi­

saged in Article 14 of the Indian Constitution according 

to which the State would not deny any person equality 

before law. Article 15 prohibits discrimination at the 

hands of the state of any citizen on gro~nds of religion, 

race, caste, sex and place of birth. This particular 

clause has great significance in the context of India's 

multi-caste, multi-social and multi-religious set up. 

For several decades, transformation of 

the rural communities has been the concern of the 

Government, voluntary organizations and the people. 

While voluntary endeavours to transform rural communi-

ties are claimed to be in vogue from historic past, 

more deliberate, systematic and organised attempts were 

made in the last decades of the 19th century. - An active 

role in the field of rural transformation largely in the 

inaccessible parts of the country was played by religious 

missionaries since the middle of the 19th century, who 
5 

aimed at an alround development of their followers. 

5 Pande, V.P. (1967) Village Community protects in 
India, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, p. 17. 
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Mahatma Gandhi initiated the process of 

transformation of socio-economic life in Sevagram around 
. 

1931 based on his ideology of truth and non-violence. A 

wide range of methods has been attempted to bring about 

transformation in the quality of rural life, which 1n-

elude community organisations, social action, extension, 
6 

education. and training. 

Rural transformation encompasses intricate 

and varied problems that make it obligatory to combine 

all-India planning with grass roots programming. This 

is because a vast mass of community live in different 

parts of the country and are at different levels of 

socio-economic evolution. The pace of transformation 

can be accelerated and the paramount problems of rapid 

development can be faced only through citizens' parti-

cipatlon in the political and administrative process of 

development. 

The problems which the development 

functionaries have been facing in bringing about the 

desired transformations were quite many_ Illiteracy, 

6 charyulu, U.V.N. (1985) "Voluntary Organisations and 
Rural Transformation" in Rural Transformation Readings" 
National Institute of Rural Development, Hyderabad, 
p.78. 
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lack of motivation, vulnerability to social convictions, 

superstitions and powerlessness are the major factors 

working against the rural poor. 

Proneness of the poor to exploitative 

arrangement is a pervasive feature of rural India. 

The rural poor may more readily acquire the habit of 

approaching a doctor when sick than acquire the habit 

of sending their children to school; the former is akin 

to consumption activity while the latter is more in the 

nature of a long term investment with returns uncertain 
7 

and accruing mostly to the next generation. 

Atleast since the days of planned economic 

development several organised attempts have been made 

to change the rural scenel community development programmes, 

land reform legislations, irrigation projects, rural ele-

ctrification schemes, rural industrialisation~ high 

yielding varieties programme, co-operatives and a host 

of other credit and support institutions have been among 

the many and varied efforts of the past to bring change 

in rural areas. Because of all these~India's country­

side has gone a long way along development since 

7 Rao, V.M. (1981) "Nature of Rural Development - A 
Field View", Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.XVI 
NO.41, p.1655 o 
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independence. Even in remote areas, as in the hilly 

and tribal tracts of Orissa social and economic changes 
8 , 

have occurred. New techniques are noticeable practi-

cally everywhere, social relations are also changing 

under all sorts of circumstances. 

The State of Kerala has gone through a 

pattern of economic development which is unique from 

the national pOint of view. Inspite of having a low 

per capita income, the State has achieved tremendous 

progress in the matter of improving the quality of 

life of its population and in providing basic infra­
: 9 

structure facilities. 

The problem of rural transformation 

assumes great significance in Kerala when the govern-

ment has an increasing socialJservice role to play. 

Voluntary organisations with their uniqueness_of the 

operational abilities have a crucial role to play in 

rural transformation. Land reforms - distribution of 

surplus land and abolition of tenan~y-have to a great 

8 . Gilbert Etienne (1984) India's Changing Rural scene 

9 

:1930-1979; Oxford University Press, Delhi, p.130. 

Rajeev, P.V. (1983) Economic Development and Unemploy­
~, Asian Publication Series, Delhi, p.12. 
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extent, contributed to a reduction in the inequality 

of landholdings. The rural sector in the State is 

demographically predominant having more than 80 per 

cent of population of rural origin. 

The statistical fact that the majority of 

Indians, some 524 million (76.6%) of the total popula­

tion of 684 million (according to 1981 census) live 

in the rural areas is well known. But much less is 

known about the socio-economic characteristics of 

this high mass of people. 

Little effort has been made to document 

what had been happening in the rural areas and what 

is going on .there now. Now that we haye completed 

40 years of independence, it is worthwhile considering 

where we stand, what the aCh!evements of the govern­

ment have been, where it has failed, and above all, 

how the people at large look upon the changes' brought 

about and what their attitude is. 

Developments in the rural economy of 

Kerala are bound to affect, in a considerable measure, 

national efforts at the removal of poverty and back­

wardness. The problem of Kerala's development has been 
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a major concern of policy makers, planners, admini­

strators and intellectuals for quite some time. Changes 

in the economic and social life of rural areas are of 

interest from many stand points. A study of the nature 

of rural transformation in Kerala and its beneficiaries 

assumes great significance in this respect. This study 

tries to provide a better understanding of the rural 

area. The task of comprehending the dynamics of rural 

transformation is indeed a stupendous one, for it 

demands a thorough analysis of disaggregated level data 

on varied facets of rural economy. This study is an 

attempt to present an integrated picture of the economic 

changes that have taken place in the rural economy of 

Kerala. Its limited purpose is to draw the attention 

of researchers and policymakers to an important but 

neglected dimension in rural analysis and planning. 
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Review of Literature 

An attempt is made in this section to survey 

a few important studies related to rural transformation 

under the following headsl 

Studies on Agricultural Transformation 

11 
Schultz (1964) in examining means of 

transforming traditional agriculture found that when 

suppliers of modern (non-traditional) agricultural factors 

succeeded in producing and distributing such factors chea­

ply, investment in agriculture became profitable, and this 

then set the stage for farmers to accept modern factors and 

learn how best to use them. In that sense, the supplier of 

new factors of production holds the key to economic growth. 

Arun Mukhopadhyay12 (1971) examined the 

problem of Agricultural Extension and found that the pre-

sent farrner*s backwardness in/outlook or the static farming 

behaviour was mainly due to their century-long isolation 

from the changing world and the lack of orqani~iDg. leader­

ship forces inside the villages. Social and technical 

reforms, according to him, are the first two stages of 

what is known as rationalisation of agriculture. 

11 Schultz Theodore W., (1964), Transforming Traditional 
Agriculture, Yale University Press. 

12 Arun Mukhopadhyay, (1971), "Agricultural Extension", 
Minerva Associates, Calcutta. 
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13 
Rao (1974) went into the problem of 

poverty anc't landlessness in rural areas and stressed 

the need for basing agricultural development on small 

family holdings and reducing disparity in ownership of 

land. According to him, diversification of the rural 

economy has to be achieved so that the rural poor have 

alternative channels of employment. 

14 
Appu (1979) found that sufficient 

attention had not been paid to the question of enhanc-

ing labour absorption in agriculture. According to him, 

institutional factors play a large role in limiting 

labour absorption in agriculture. Appu's analysis per-

tinently links the prospects of economic growth to the 

eradication of povertyo 

Dealing with employment and determinants 

in Indian Agriculture, parikh15 (1980) stated. that the 

demand for labour depended on the cropping pattern. He 

classified farm innovation agriculture into three cate-

gories viz., new methods, new machines and new materialso 

13 Rao, V.K.R.V., (1974), Growth with Justice in Asian 
Agriculture - an Exercise in Policy Formulation~. 
United Nations Research Institute for Social Develop­
ment, Geneva. 

14 Appu, P.S., (1979), The New Strategy for Alleviation 
of Poverty, The Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, 
Delhi, pp.53-54 o ~ 

".',:!. 

15 Parikh, A., (1980), I. Employment and Determinants in 
Indian Agriculture", The Asian Economic Review, Vol. 
XXVI, Nos~l & 2,pp.l-17. 
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New methods include various agronomic practices such 

as crop rotation, improved cultural practice~ use of 

proper doses of various farm inputs etc. New materials 

mean chemical and biological innovations such as the 

tractor, diesel engine, cane crusher, wheat thresher 

etc. In addition to technical change induced by seed-

fertilizer technology and mechanisation one of the other 

important factors may be the change in the crop structure 

induced by irrigation and short duration of new varieties. 

He also found that small and large farmers differ in 

their access to credit facilities, with the former 

generally depending on the local money lenders and the 

latter on co-operative societies and banks. Obviously, 

small farmers pay a higher rate of interest than large 

ones. 

Narayananand Narayanan Nair16 (1983) made 

a study on Linking Irrigation with Development. This 

paper evaluated the influence of irrigation in increas-

ing and stabilising paddy yields; and explored the pos-

sible causes hindering proper use of irrigation water 

16 
Narayana~D. and Narayanan Nair, K., (1981), 
"Linking Irrigation with Development - The Kerala 
Experience", Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 
XVIII, NosAS and 46, pp.193S-1939. 
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in paddy cUltivation. Disproportionately high invest-

ment in irrigation projects has been an important aspect 

of Kerala's planned efforts for agricultural development. 

The study- disclosed that irrigation has some impact on 

stabilising and improving paddy yields during the autumn 

crop. This paper provided a critical assessment of the 

impact of irrigation in the State of Kerala. Its main 

finding is that even if the management of irrigation 
. 

projects were made more efficient, unless and until it 

is accompanied by significant improvement in the manage-

ment of agricultural land, irrigation projects cannot 

add anything substantial towards increasing agricultural 

production and productivity. 

Mohammed Sabinuddin Butt's17 (1984) study 

uses the Cobb Douglas Production Function framework for 
/ 

analysing the 'worker effect' of different levels of 

formal education by introducing the education of farmers 

as an explicit input into the production function. It 

has been argued that secondary level of education by 

17 
Mohammed Sabinuddin Butt, (1984), "Education and 
Farm Productivity in pakistan", Pakistan Journal of 
Applied Economics, Vol ~II~-- N0.1" 
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broadening the information base of farmers, and thus 

inducing the greater use of yield-raising inputs, raises 

farm productivity more than does primary education. Far-

mers with more education, are likely to be more productive 

and adjust more rapidly to changing circumstances. 

18 
Venkateswaran (1984) made a survey in 

Quilon District during February 1981 to study the chang-

ing cropping pattern and food economy of Kerala. H.e 

found that the process of conversion of paddy; ,fields 

into coconut orchards/garden lands, even though gradual, 

continues unabated in the study region. The farmers' 

knowledge and the inducement given to them by the neigh-

bouring cultivators has helped to accelerate the process. 

Conversion of paddy fields requires adequate financial 

support and hence it is mostly undertaken by the well-to-

do middle class farmers. /The study fUrther revealed 

that the cost of production of paddy in Kerala was much· 

higher than in other States. Further. unlike other 

States there is stiff competition in Kerala between 

cash crops and seasonal ones, especially between coconut 

and paddy. He stressed the fact that the area under 

seasonal crops once converted is lost for ever. 

18 Venketeswaran, S., (1984) I "Changing Cropping 
Pattern and Food Economy of Kerala", Agricultural 
Situation in India, Vol.XXIX, No.l, pp.9-14. 
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19 According to Krongkaew (1985) in a 

dualistic economy where agriculture forms a large but 

backward sector while commerce and industry fODm a 

small but more progressive secto~ the economic deve­

lopment is usually perceived as a transformation of 

the country from a predominantly agricultural economy 

to a predominantly industrial economy. For such a 

transformation to take place agriculture must have 

fulfilled several objectives; it must increase the 

provision of food for growing industrial sector, it 

must provide capital mainly in terms of expert earn-

ings to the economic transformation. Modernisation of 

traditional agriculture is regarded as a precondition 

for transition growth. 

Studies on Land Reforms and Agrarian Relations 

/ 

Varghese20 (1970) has examined the overall 

agrarian change in Malabar during the 19th century and 

the first half of the 20th century_ Besides following 

the tenancy changes he has also examined the socio-

economic developments affecting land relationships. 

19 Krongkaew, M.G., (1985), "Agricultural Development, 
Rural Poverty and Income Distribution in Thailand", 
The Developing Economics, Vol.XXIII, No.4, Tokyo, 
Japan. : 

20 V"3rghese, T.C u (1970), Agrarian Change and Economic 
Consequences Allierl Publishers, Bo~bay. 
---~----- -, 
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According to Varghese, government policies followed in 

the second half of the 19th century were helpful to the 

peasantry as well as for the overall agricultural, deve­

lopment. According to him, although tenurial conditions 

in Cochin were more favourable than in Malabar. lack of 

transport facilities stood in the way of opening up new 

plantations and expansion of farming. 

21 
Oommen (1975) studied the achievements 

as well as the shortcomings of the land reform legisla-

tions in Kerala, both in terms of the laws and their 

implementation. He examined the implementation of Kerala 

Land Reforms Act under three heads: (i) abolition of inter-

mediaries (ii) tenancy reforms and (iii) imposition of 

ceiling on holdings. He concluded that even though land 

reforms could not be expected to solve the major problems 

of developnent such as reduction of poverty, unemployment 

and inequality, it could have helped signific?ntly. But 

the contributions of land reforms in Kerala have been 

at best marginal in this respect. 

Raj22 (1975) states that in our SOCiety 

where the whole apparatus of exploitation is an owner-

ship of land, the case of redistribution of land cannot 

21 Oommen, N. A., (1975), A Study on Land Reforms in 
Kerala, Oxford and IBH Publishing Co., New Delhi. 

22 d Raj, K.N., (1975), l'Agricultural Development an 
Distribution of Landholdings", Indian Journal of 
Agricultural Economics, Vol.XXX, NO.I, pp.1-14. 
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be judged merely on the criterion of economic viability. 

Mobilisation of social and political forces on the basis 
. 

of land distribution programmes is a necessary condition 

for the transformation of such societies. 

Studying the changes in Agrarian Structure 
') ., 

and Agrarian Relations in the States of India, Deshpan(jf-/ ,-

(1982) found that large holders under-utilised the avail-

able water resources whereas the small holders !!lade full 

use of it. vJater is a land-augmenting factor and pro-

vision of proportionately more water to the small holders 

may be considered a kind of compensation to them for 

their small sized farms. There are many factors which 

go into the shaping of the total agrarian structure. 

Land transfers might originate from a variety of sources 

such as inheritance, gifts, sales, partitions, mutual 

exchange, land reforms, mortgages etc. Tribal agrarian 
-

structure generally gets neglected inspite of the fact 

that the tribals constitute a non-negligible proportion 

of the total population. 

23 Deshpande, S.Ho, (l982), "Changes in Agrarian Stru­
cture and Agrarian Relations in the .States of India 
since Independence", Indian Journal of Agricultural 
Economics, Vol.XXXVII, No.i, pp.29-33 .• 
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Radhakrishnan~4 (1983) Study of Land 

Reforms and Social Change in Kerala revealed that the 

implementation of the Kerala Land Reforms (Amendment) 

Act of 1969 has brought about drastic changes in the 

land system in Kerala Society, mainly as a result of 

the abolition of landlordism and tenancy and enforcement 

of ownership rights on the cultivating tenants of the 

lands leased in by them. The post-reform agrarian 

situation in the village is marked by the absence of 

share-cropping and tenancy, and in such a situation 

land has to be cultivated either with family labour 

or with hired labour or with both. In the post-reform 

period, most of the important life ceremonies are not 

performed by the Nambootiris with the same pomp and 

festivity as in the pre-reform period. Some members 

of the pre-reform aristocratic community which tradi-

tionally led a leisurely life have taken to manual 

occupations in the post-reform period. 

Theodore25 (1984) in his study on 

Agrarian Reforms in India found that agrarian reforms 

is 

24 

a part of social change and thus interlinked with 

Radhakrishnan, P., (1983), "Land Reforms and Social 
change - ·Study of a Kerala Village ll

, Economic and 
Political· Weekly, Review of Agriculture, December 
1983, pp.A o 143-150. 

25 Theodore Bergman. (1984), Agrarian Reform in India, 
Agricole Publishing Academy, Delhio 
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economic development, technical modernisation and 

cultural progress. Agrarian reform is a partial pro-

cess only in transformation of the whole economic and 

social structure o He is of the view that socio-economic 

barriers can be overcome and have been largely overcome 

in the two states of Kerala and West Bengal by the con-

junction of peasant movements supported by the Conununist 

parties legislation and administration. He found that 

successful reform of land tenure in densely populated 

agrarian states, as in Kerala and West Bengal, led to 

a slow change of rural social relations and power 

structure, but did not overcome other socio-economic 

problems like unemployment and underdevelopment o 

Burton Stein26 (1985) has stated that 

South India has undergone several transformations which 
~ 

can only be grasped with reference to changes in agrarian 

relations. Agrarian property and productive relations 

were the most significant material relations of the 

South Indian socio-economic transformation. 

26 Burton Stein, (1985),"Politics, Peasants and the 
Oeconstruction of Feudalism in Medieval India", 

The Journal of Peasant Studies, Vol.12, Nos. 2 
a~3, pp.54-86.-------
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Thimmaiah and Abdul Aziz 27 (1985) made 

an attempt to evaluate the result of land reforms in 

Karnataka. The study suggests that government, bureau-

cracy, landed interest, tenants and landless labourers 

have played their 'self interest' roles through caste 

and class 'alignments' to frustrate formulation and 

implement~tion of radical land reforms. They are of 

the view that organised efforts should be made both 

by political parties and intellectuals to create a 

positive awakening among the weaker sections and orga-

nise them as an economic class to protect their interest. 

Rural Studies 

Dube28 (1958) examined some of the 

important human factors involved in externally-induced 
/ 

and State-directed programmes of economic development 

and culture change in a technologically underdeveloped 

society. He found that under the community'development 

programme attention had been focussed on agricultural 

27 Thimmaiah and Abdul Aziz, (1985), The Political 
~omy of Land Reforms, Ashish Publishing House, 
Delhio 

28 Dube, S.Co, (1958), "India's Changing Rural Scene", 
Allied ,Publishers, Bombay. 
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extension while public health problems and education 

had been touched only superficially. According to him 

very little was done for women and the younger people. 

The psychological resistance of the women can often 

effectively block the realization of many progressive 

aims of the development programme. Dube realized that 

receptivity to change was greater in the younger group 

and therefore energy and money should be invested in 

work with this group. 

Daniel Thorner29 (1962) made a study of 

the rural economy of India for the period 1760 to 1960 

emphasising the village economy. His study revealed 

that the outstanding feature of the economy of India 

before the advent of British Power was the self-sub-

sisting and self-perpetuating character of its typical 

unit, the village. The village itself consumed most 

of the foodstuf fs and other raw materials it ,produced. 

Its needs for handicrafts were satisfied by the fami-

lies of craftsmen associated with the village. It was 

this tight union of agriculture and hand industry which 

made the village economically indppendent of the out-

side world except for a few necessities like salt and 

iron. 

29 
Daniel Thorner, (1962), "Emergence of an Indian 
Economy' 1760-1960", in Daniel and Alice Thorner 
(~ds.), Land and Labour in India, Asia Publishing 
House, Bombayo 
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pande30 
(19b7) made a study of Village 

Community Projects in India. He found that an active 
. 

role in the field of rural transformation, largely in 

the inaccessible parts of the country, was played by 

the religious missionaries since the middle of the 19th 

century, who aimed at an all round development (secular 

and spiritual) of their followers Q 

31 
SundaL-am (1970) made a study on rural 

industrial development. He found that. the prosperity 

of India (economic, social, cultural and therefore 

political) is increasingly interlinked with the revival 

and development of its rural economy and the provision 

of the basic essentials of a good life to the enormous 

population dependent on it. He is of the view that 

with improved means of communication, rural India can-

not and will not remain isolated from the rapidly deve-

loping urban industrial Indiao 

30 pande, V.P., (1967), Vill~ge .Community Projects in 
India, Asia Publishing House, Bombay. 

31 Sundaram, J.D., (1970), Rural Industrial Development, 
Vora & Co., Bombayo 
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Accor-ding to George 32 (1972) an adequately 

planned, well-administered and properly executed programme 

of education can mould the outlook and behaviour patterns 

of the coming generations in desirable ways. This is very 

important when social transformation is monitored by Govern-

ment where there is no built-in mechanism for weeding out 

incompetent people from the productive system. 

33 Kurien (1978) made a study on Poverty, 

Planning and Social Transformation in India. He realised 

that all development efforts, within the eXisting property 

relations and with the prevailing kind of distribution of 

resources, can only ensure the growing affluence of the 

few and the continuing misery of the many. He asks, "can 

poverty and similar problems of society be eradicated by 

the decision that they will be eradicated?". In his 
; 

opinion, poverty is not simply a matter of physical or 

material deprivation, but a much more complex social phe­

nomenon, a dimension that can easily be lost sight of, if 

one does not have a conceptual frame which accommodates 

the social processes as well. He stressed that a process 

32 George, Eol., (1972), "Psychological Barriers in Deve­
lopment of Kerala lt , P.K.B. Nair (ed.), Development of 
Kerala - Problems and Promises, Department of Sociology, 
University of Kerala, Trivandrum. 

33 Kurien, CoT., (1978), Poverty, Planning and Social 
Transformation, Allied Publishers, Delhi. 
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of economic development, without positive and effective 

policy to ensure an equi.table distribution of the gains 
. 

of development, inevitably benefits the richer classes 

much more than it does the poorer classes. 

Neera Desai
34 

(1978) made a sociological 

study of the Gujarati Society as it existed prior to the 

British rule. She discusses the economic system of rural 

and urban Guj~rat before and after the advent of the 

British and points out that the village economy showed 

positive signs of dissolution but the change was not 

revolutionary. Neera Desai also discusses how the emer-

gence of the press and the printed word constituted a 

qualitative as well as quantitative change in the system 

of communication, and points out that this change was un-

precedented in the history of Gujarat o 

Madan35 (1979) states that economi~ progress 

will not be desired in a community where the people do 

not realize that progress is possible o The experimental 

or scientific attitude is one of the conditions of pro-

gress o The greatest progress will occur in those countries 

34 Neera Desai, (1978), Social Change in Gujarat: A Study 
of Nineteenth CenturyGuj arati Society, V~ra and Co., 
Bombay. 

35 Madan, G.R", (1979), India*s Social Transformation, 
Allied Publishers, Delhi. 
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Where education is wide-spread and where it encourages 

an experimental outlook. According to him religious 

beliefs may also affect the initiative of people and in 

the accumulation of capital. Lack of interest in material 

things may be due to prevalence of another worldly philo-

sophy which discourages material wants. Though many 

processes in modern factories do not require high skill 

or education On the part of workers, the low level of 

literacy in most under-developed countries is a great 

handicap to industrial growth. 

Navin Chandra Joshi 36 
(1980) is of the 

view that, today, professional skill and political will 

have combined together to provide an urgent breakthrou)h 

for rural transformation. He deals with various issues 

like agriculture, industry, infrastructure, rural bank-

ing, employment, poverty and community development in 

India1s rur~l economy. H~ says that in implementing the 

schemes for rural development, we should keep in mind 

the human fa~tor and entrust the work to devoted workers 

who can carry out the object as enthusiastic missionaries 

and not as bureaucratic officers. He discusses the 

36 Navin Chandra Joshi, (1980), IIIndian Rural Economy~' 
Young Deva Publications, New Delhio 
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several inter-connected aspects of rural development in 

::enns o:!: t.he progress achieved, the deficiencies and the 

probable solutions. 

Iyengar, Nanjappa and Sudharshan37 (1981) 

made a study on Inter-district differentials in Karnataka's 

Development. In their view, development is a dynamic, rnulti-

dimensional process, where progress along one dimension may 

in certain cases, preclude advances along others. For 

example, a growth in per capita income may be accompanied 

by a Vlidening of the inco.me disparities. The following di-

mensions are the most important: (1) Technical Development 

(2) Economic Development (3) Social Development and 

(4) Political Development o The variables included in 

this study are: (1) Per capita income at current prices, 

(ii) per capita cultivable land, (iii) percentage of gross 

area irrigated to gross area sown, (iv) Gross value of 

agricultural output per head of working population engaged 

in agriculture (v) Average yield of food grains per hectare, 

(vi) percentage of factory employment, (vii) number of towns 

and villages electrified, (viii) length of railway line 

(ix) length of roads, (x) number of hospital beds per 

37 Iyengar, M.Bo; Nanjappa and Sudharshan,. P., (1981), 
"A Note on Inter-District Differentials in Karnataka's 
Development", The Journal of Income and Wealth, Vol.5 , 
NO.,!. 
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lakh of population, (xi) number of banks per lakh of 

population, (xii) number of post offices per lakh of 
. 

populAtion and (xiii) number of registered vehicles. 

According to their calculations, all districts of Kar-

nataka registered development. The Hyderabad Karnataka 

region recorded an impressive development, Bidar district 

registering the maximum followed by Gulbargha and Raichur. 

One significant finding of their study is that the dis-

tricts which were economically more advanced initially, 

experienced a lower pace of development. With the help 

of a composite measure of development, they have found 

that ranking of districts by income criterion alone is 

not sufficient; there are non-economiC factors as well o 

They are of the view that in any inde~ of development, 

it will be deSirable to include changes in values like 

land and building, as well as changes in the level and 

distribution of consumptiono 

Kurien38 (1981) has studied the changes 

that have come about through major changes in the insti-

tutional structure of the economy of Tarnil Nadu between 

the years 1950 and 1975; primarily in the ownership and 

38 Kurien, C. T., (1981), Dynamics of Rural 'Transformation: 
A Study of Tarnil Nadu - 1950- ' 80, Orient Longman, 
Madras o 
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distribution of land. He also tried to find out how 

these changes affect different sections of rural society# 

particularly the large and the small farmers and the noo-

farmers. His study revealed that over the past quarter 

of a century the rural areas of Tarnil Nadu have experienced 

a new dynamism unknown in the days of the past - substan-

tial increase in output, major changes in production 

techniques and in organisational patterns. Another 

aspect of the rural transformation in Tarnil Nadu is that 

it has been substantially induced, primarily by the 

efforts of the State. The survey disclosed the role of 

science and technology in the rural transformation of 

Tarnil Nadu o To him, rural transformation is essentially 

a social phenomenon o 

Saradamoni 39 (1981) studied living levels 
/ 

and opportunities of the population which fell within 

two panchayats, Venganur and Vizhinjam, twenty kilometres 

south of Trivandrumo To her the present insufficient 

development and limited opportunities keep the poor apart. 

Her conclusion is that it is predominantly economic and 

not social factors that keep a section of people deprived. 

39 Saradamoni, K., (1981), Divided Poor - Study of a 
Kerala Village, Ajanta publications, Delhi. 
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iJei)1 i IIJ' \Vi th agricul tural ch, ltlge in 

T . 1 ~J d d K 1 ., . 40 (1982) aml 1 a u an era a, ~urlen stated that 

to linderstand the nature of the agt'icultural transfor-

mation# We need to know what has been happening to land 

distribution, commercialisation, industrial development 

and above all the State policy related to each of these. 

He found that the distribution of assets became more 

skewed in Tffinil Nadu over the sixties. Kurien's study 

revealed that the agrarian economy of Kerala is much 

more diversified than Tamil Nadu·s. One of the most 

visible aspects of agricultural change in Kerala has 

been in the cropping pattern namely the decline in the 

share of land under foodgrains in general and paddy in 

particular inspite of the absolute increase in area under 

these crops. Consequently there has b~en an increase in 

the share of the cash crops. particularly rubber, cashew, 

coffee and cardamom. The main featurebf change in the 

agriculture of both the States has been increasing com-

mercialisation. He concluded that for a proper develop-

ment of agriculture the broad socio-economic milieu 

within which agrarian changes take place must rece~ve 

greater attention than the physical and technological 

aspectso 

40 Kurien, C.T., (1982), IIAgricultural Change - A Com­
parison of Tarnil Nadu and Kerala",in Pillai,p.p.~~.), 
Agricultural DeveloEment in Kerala, Agricole Publishinq 
Acaderni, Delhi. 
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Rekha Mehra and Saradamoni41 (1983) made 

an attempt to explain as to why government policies and . 
programmes have failed to effect any significant improve-

ment in the socio-economic life of women. Rekh Mehra 

shows that the combined home-extension-welfare programme 

for women operating through Mahila Mandals could not be 

a success. Few women were reached by the Community Deve-

lopment Programme, fewer still were benefitted from it 

and even less participated in their o~ganising or running o 

The evaluation studies of the scheme blamed rural women 

(they were ignorant and inaccessible) and the implementa-

tion of the programme. She argues that any attempt to 

integrate women into development must mean their productive 

employment. 

Saradamoni's stud~of changing land relations 

and women in the Palghat district of Kerala traces the 

various historical changes and legislations that upset 

the balance of the 'Marumakkathayarn' (Matrilineal) system 

of social organisation prevailing there. ~hough these 

land reforms were progressive and tried to protect, 

the interests of tenants and poor cultivators 

41 Rekha Mehra and Saradamoni, K., (1983), Women and 
Rural Transformation, Indian Council of Social Research 
and Centre for Women's Development Studies, Concept 
publishing Company, New Delhi. 
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they did not consider the interests of women. Instead 

of enjoying ownership of land, womell dominated as agri-

cultural labourers and family helpers on farms. vJomen 

who entered industries also worked as unskilled workers 

or as typists and clerks. On the whole~ the transformation 

of the society in Kerala brought women to a low position. 

The author pOints out that this transformation disproves 

Boserup's thesis that with development the role of women 

reduces. To Saradamoni, in our male-dominated soci ety, 

the progressive concepts like 'modern values I, 'disruptive 

justice ' , etc., also are defined in, a biased fashion igno-

ring the interests of women. I t seems th at \;1omen I s 

struggle is tougher than what is normally imagined o 

Venkaiah42 (1983) is of view that proper 

integration and co-ordination between agriculture and 

industry CnSI.lrp::; intensive and extensive development of 

agriculture thereby creating additional employment for 

the rural population. Integrated rural industrialisation 

through agro-based industries is a dyn~nic, interdepending 

and self-generating process. The growth of agro-industries 

depends upon the development of agriculture o 

42 Venkaiah, V.~ (1983), Rural Industrialisation will go 
a l·ong way", Kurukshetra, Vol aXXXII No.1o 
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Aj)'.t Kuntar' S~ngh43 (1984) j d .... mace a stu y on 

the Dynamics of Rural Transformation in Vttar Pradesh (U .P.) 

in two phases vizg, 1950-'53 to 1963-'66 anJ. 196~-'66 

to 1976-'79" Regional variations, land reforms, gro'v-lth 

of agricultural workers, regional pattern of growth, 

tenancy, poverty line, unemployment and underemployment 

were the major areas dealt within the study. To study 

the changes in the conomic conditions of non-agricultural 

rural workers they have exrunined the trends in wages of 

masons and carpenters. The study revealed that the wages 

of skilled non-agricultural rural workers are almost 

double the wages received by agricultural labourers in 

all regions of V.P. To estimate the trends in popula-

tion below the poverty line, both the minimum nutritional 

requirement approach and the minimum necessary expendi-

ture approach were used. To find out the degree of con-

cent ration of land assets in U.P. as compared to the 

country as a whole and to ascertain the concentration of 

operational holding other than that of ownership holdings, 

Gini Co-efficient was used o This brief survey of different 

aspects of the rural economy of U.P. revealed unmistakably 

the signs of a major transformation since the beginning 

43 Ajit Kumar Singh, (1984), IIDynamics of Rural Transfor­
mation in U.P.", Man and Development, Vol.l, No.l, 1984, 
pp.43-77,,· 
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o~ pl~nninq in 1951. The typical village of U.P. no 

longer resembles the traditional traditional picture 

of an unchanging isolated and sleepy village. Deve-

lopment in the means of transport and communications 

hCive opened up the villages to out~ide influence. The 

study came to the conclusion that there is, significant 

rise in output and productivity acceptance of modern 

technology, creation of a vast network of administration, 

credit and extension services, development of the means 

of irrigation, transport, power, etc. 

Baker44 (1984) has tried to project India 

. and her rural people in his work by tracing the history 

of the countryside in Tarnil Nadu from 1880 to 1955 by 

examining IIhow labour was utilised on the land, how 

agrarian trade was organised, how internal and external 

trade were connected, how the market for capital fun-

ctioned, what were the links between countryside and 

town and what was the role played by the State in rural 

society and economy". He stated that the neW era of 

State management led to the growth of modern systems 

overlaid on old practices o 

44 Christopher John Baker, (1984), An Indian Rural 
Economy - 1880-1955.- The Tam~l Nadu Countryside, 
Oxford University Press, Delh1e 



45 

Gilbert Etienne45 (1984) made a study of 

India's changing rural scene. He found that a great 

number of villages are still dependent on bad water or. 

worse, have no water at all for several months. Still. 

India's countryside has come a long way since independence 

and, even in remote areas as in the hilly and tribal tracts 

of Orissa, social and economic changes have occurred •. New 

techniques areinoticeable practically everywhere, social 

relations are also changing under all sorts of circum-

stances and in certain areas, there are growing tensions 

which have often led to violence. Yet the overall process 

of growth and diversification of the economy has not 

gathered enough momentum to lead to an expansion wide 

enough to affect a large number of the pooro He suggested 

that our dieticians and nutritionists who sit in the cool 

of their urban offices must go out to the fields and then 

study the diets of the ordinary people over a one year 

cycle o 

Ninan46 (1984) found that the education of 

farmers brings about a transformation in the outlook 

45 Gilbert Etienne. ("1984). India's Ch3nging Rural Scene -
1903-1979. Oxford-University Press, Delhi. 

46 Ninan. K.N., (1984), "Farmer Education and Agricultural 
Development", Southern Economist, Vol. 23, No.3, PP o 18-20. 
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CH '.:he peas cm ts and makes tnem rece!Jti ve to new ideas 

ar:a i.nnovations. I t makes them more alert to prob 1ems 
. 

of allocation of resources, particularly in adjusting 

the levels and composition of their inputs and outputs 

to the prevailing prices. FUrther, through the aCljuisi-

tion of skill, it leads to improvements in the quality 

of the workero 

47 Oommen (1984) stated that one needs an 

inter-disciplinary perspective to observe and analyse 

social change Or transformation o He has tried to focus 

his attention on the nature of the state interveltion 

in tackling the special problems of the agrarian poor, 

the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes" The 

author tends to endorse the view that the growth that 

was recorded did not percolate to the lower stratum of 

the rural society. 

SOmayajulu and Mahanath48 (1984) have made 

a study on Rural Transformation in two districts of Andhra 

Pradesh namely West Godavari and Nalgonda. They studied 

47oommen, ToK., (1984) Social Transformation in Rllral 
India: Mobilization "and State Intervention, Vikas 
Publishing House, Delhio 

48 Somayajulu, V.VoN. and Mahanath, K., (1984>' "Rural 
Transformation in Two Districts of Andhra Pradesh", 
Social Chat~, Vol.14, No.4, pp.41-46. 
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the st, ructu rf:1l ch<3nges and c p.)pping p0t.tern movement: 

1964- ' 55 to 1979-'80. Mechanisation of Agriculture, 

inf rast:ruc t.ural facili ties, financi al insti tutions, 

industries, social services, commercial establishments, 

life styles, landlord labour relationships and awareness 

of various legislations in these two districts were also 

studied o They concluded that the traditional feu,-l'.\l 

or semi-feudal modes of production relations between 

the rich farmers and landless labourers, servants, etc. 

still persist in many pockets of villages. It was also 

found thai irrigation facilities have positive effects 

on rural transformation. 

Srivastava ' s 49 (1984) study has revealed that 

skewed distribution of assets and gross inequalities in 

the distribution of income can be seen everywhere in the 

country. The most alarming teature of income distribution 

is that the disparity between rural and urban incomes is 

not only wide but is also further widening. ·Srivastava 

has found that a major transformation has taken place in 

the Indian economy since 1956 and that the country is now 

in a position to produce a vast variety of industrial 

49 Srivastava, G.e., (1984), Rural Industrial Development, 
Chugh publications, Allahabad. 
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goods, of which some are highly sophisticated. But 

it is a sad commentary on the country's planning 

pr::)cess that this development has made little ch,ange 

in the fate of a large mass of people, which continues 

to be below the poverty line. 

charyulu50 
(1985) examined the role of 

voluntary organisations in Rural Transformation. His 

study revealed that a wide range of methods have been 

attefllpted to bring about transformation in the quality 

of rural life, which include community organisations, 

social action, extension education and training. He 

suggested that voluntary organisations could be involved 

in matters like smooth flow of credit from the financial 

institution and can also provide useful feedback to the 

implementing authority in:.monitoring and evaluation of 

I.R.D.P. "The voluntary orga:lisations, with their 

uniqueness of the operational abilities have_a crucial 

r01e to play in rural transformation", he added. 

50 Charyulu, U. V.N., (1985), "Voluntary Organisations 
and Rural Transformations", in Rurc;tl. 'I'ransformation 
Readinas, National Institute of Rural Development, 
1"N:'"I ."R.i?) # Hyderabad, pp. 73-92. 
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~ 1 1_ • h .51 
~opa a~rlS na Asar~ 

stU(:y on the Impact of Technological Change in Rural 

Areas. The nature of technological cha:1ge was studied 

in terms of the kind of tools, techniques and products 

diffused in different sectors of production and consum-

ption. I ts impact was studied in terms 0 f the changes 

brought about on the traditional sectors of production 

and consumption as well as on the socio-economic can-

ditions of the people engaged in these sectors. The 

data regarding the socia-economic characteristics of 

households and the kind of new production tools and 

techniques by them were collected from a survey of two 

villages viz., Amaravila and Vizhinjamo The study brought 

out that the technological change in the rural areas occur-

red mainly as a result of transfer of tools and techniques 
/ 

and products to different sectors of production and con-

sumption. The study suggested that since structural in­

equalities existed at various levels, resources, skill. 

education arid infrastructure needed adequate attention 

in the dev~lopment programmeso 

51 
Gopalari~hna Asari, V. , 
Ch~nge in Rural Areas", 

(1985) "Impact of Technological 
J.N.U. ~, Jan-Feb. 1985, p.19. 
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52 Madan and Tara Madan (1985) made a 

cr~'m.lx)site \vell-structured and sic3nific'~lltly planned 

dnalyst~~ of the problem of village deveL.Jpment in India. 

It is a comparative study of the total development of two 

U.P. villages with a population of ahout 500 each. One 

village is designed as "progressive" and the other 

"backward ll Or less developed o The investigations for 

data collection were conducted in 1965-'66. The stl~Y 

found that the people were more favourably disposed to 

the need for adult education, family planning and modern 

methods of medical treatment and the eradication of such 

social customs as the dowry system. But the levels 

achieved in village development have not been fully 

evaluated in terms of gains trickling down to the lower 

rung of the ladder. 

Mumtaz Thaha 53 ( 1985) dealt with the r:"l1(; 

of environment in rural transformation. He emphasized 

the significance of village sanitation. The study 

52 Madan, G.R o , and Tara Madan, (1985), Village Develop­
ment in India - A SocioloJical Approach, Allied 
Publishers, New Delhio 

53 Mumtaz Thaha, (1985) "Pl~nning and Management of 
Rural Environment", 'in-Rural Transformation Readings, 
N.I.R.D., Hyderabad, pp.131-148 0 
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revealed that even in those villages where community 

latrines are provided, due to poor maintenance, unhygienic 

conditions prevail. Although a number of water.supply 

and electrification projects have been taken up in rural 

areas there has not been comparable work in the impro¥e­

ment of sanitary condition. Lack of sanitation may have 

a greater impact on health than in urban context because 

people in rural areas largely depend on surface water for 

drinking purpose. During rainy season, most of the roads 

function as drainage channels rendering them unservice­

able after rains. In the rural areas, the buildings, in 

general, lack ventilation and rooms are not oriented 

to the wind direction. Cooking is done in a corner of 

the room and bathrooms and toilets are absent. A part 

of the residential building is used for rearing the cattle 

and sheep. In a corner of t~e house the cowdung is stored. 

The housing problem in rural areas is not only one of 

quality but also of quantity. Most of ·the beaches in 

the country are often polluted by the human excreta. 

This causes contamination of the fish and is a potential 

health hazard to the people. Mumtaz Taha is of opinion 

that all scientific analysis, planning, etc. of the rural 

environment becomes futile unless the common man is made 

environment conscious. He suggested the introduction of 
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ellvironment:i'il education in the school carriculum ri9ht 

from the primacy level which would enable the students 

to become ehvironment conscious o 

54 To Srinivarty Thakur (1985) in India the 

spread effects of industrialisation from metropolitan 

cities and big towns are extremely pOor with the result 

that a dual economy has come into being with the rural 

population tlntouchE~d by the dynamic influence a::;~;oci<Jt{~d 

with modern economic development. 'rhe main problem of 

the rural poor is their little access to technology and 

services. To promote dynamic socio-economic change in 

rural areas, it would be vitally necessary to set up 

output-based industries like sugar and related industries o 

Such industries could help to transform the rural economy 

through powerful backward and forward linkage effects o 

The programme of rUr-al industrialisation can hardly suc-

ceed- unless it is backed by adequate outlays for rural 

electrification. Srinivarty Thakur is of view that to 

carry the message of dynamic socio-economic Change to the 

country·s rural interior l the focus of industrialisation 

54 Srinivarty Thakur l (1985), Rural Industrialisation in 
India, Sterling Publishers, New Delhi. 
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C!ri'-: '.;·odnis<ltion should be widely dilfused and shilt~d 

to'.;ards sui t~le growth centres around villages. He 

concludes that rural industrialisation will pav~ the way 

for modernisation and socio-economic transformation by 

ensuring the integrated development of the rural areas 

through interaction between agriculture and industry. 

55 Venkataraman, Prahladachar and Deshpande 

(lg85) have endeavoured to present an interconnpcted 

picturp of the rural trunsforrnation that took place in 

K~rnltaka in ~he period 1955-'56 to 1975-'76 through: 

(1) identifying changes in income, employment and popu-

lation, (2) analysing the structural changes in land 

ownership and assets of the rural population, (3) exami-

ning infrastructural development, (4) analysing the 

change in agriculture, eSFecially wi th reference to land 

use, cropping pattern, irrigation and new agricultural 

technology and (5) eX~1ining the changes in wages and 

consumption pattern and rural poverty. 1'0 them. though 

poverty levels continue to be high and agricultural growth 

rate has decelerated, rural transformation in Karnataka 

has taken place in the period covered by the study. 

55 Venkataraman, L.S., Prahladachar, M. and Deshpande, 
R. S. (1985), Dynamics of Rural Trans formation in 
Karnataka 1956- 176, Institute fur Social and Economic 
Change, Bangalore G 
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Chandha's
56 

(1986) study revealed that no 

part of Punj~b State has remained untouched by its rapid 

agricultural growth; the whole State has made si~nificant 

economic progress over the period 1960- 1 85.. He examined 

the reasons that enabled Punjab to overcome the many in-

stitutional and social constraints which operate in India. 

He fUrther ex~nined the role played by the central and 

Stc1te Governments and the policies they introduced in 

particular land reforms, market mechanisms and the deve-

lopment of infrastructure such as irriyation, power, 

rural credit, rural roads, price controls and supporto 

Chandha studied the impact of the new techniques in the 

production structure in terms of changes in land area 

patterns, cropping intensity and input structure. He 

also provided a detailed account of the changes that 

h~ve occurred in the agrarian structure in general and 

asset distribution in particular. It is found that 

rapid agricultural growth had led to a perceptible de-

cline in the incidence of rural poverty in Punjab.. The 

role played by the Sikh religion, the social institutions 

and the peoples· enterprise in assistinJ a remarkable 

growth in Punjab have also been discussed. It VIas found 

56 Chadha, G .. K., (1986) The State and Rural Economic 
Tr0nsformation, The Case of Punjab 1950-'85, Sage 
Publications, New Delhi. 
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1.:hat J..!"1 terms of the overall asset posi tioD of the 

lower strata of l8nd ownerS, the near landless 3.rp :iQt 

the WOLSt placed; the worst placed are the categories 

with a slightly higher land base. The near landless 

make up for their lack of land in terms of non-land 

assets - most strikingly live-stock - which assures 

them a higher level of employment and income, compared 

with the prospective gains of tilling their own tiny 

economy of Pun 5 <1b it is pointed out tent the glari ng 

inf.:({ual iti-es in the distribution of lond "ire reduced 

by a much less unequal distribution of other production 

assets, most notably livestock o 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of ~he present study are:-

1. To identify changes in income, employment-and 

population. 

2. To analyse the structural change in land owner­

ship and other assets of the rural population. 

3. To analyse the changes in agriculture, especially 

with reference to land use and crop,ping pattern and 
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4. To examine the extend of rural indebtedness. 

These aspects are studied with reference to three 

Panchayats - Thazhava, Pananchery, Muttil - which 

are taken as case studies. 

Data and Methodology 

There are 1001 Panchayats in Kerala but 

the scope of the present study is confined to three 

Panchayats1 one each from the erstwhile Trav~ncore, 

Cochin and Malabar, namely Thazhava, Pananchery and 

Muttil. Muttil in Wynad district comes under high 

land according to geographical classification. But 

Thazhava of Quilon district is a low land whereas 

Pananchery of Trichur district is mid land. 

In Kerala 26 Panchayats were surveyed 

in 1961-'62 by the Government of Kerala of which three 

are resurveyed for this study. The entire geographi­

cal area surveyed in 1961-'62 are resurveyed in each 

of the panchayats. The basic survey was conducted on 

the following dates: 



Thazhava 

Pananchery 

Muttil 

57 

Between 10th and 30th April 1961 

Between 13th January and 11th 

February 1962 

Between 8th and 29th May 1962. 

All the three areas were resurveyed between 

January and December 1987. 

A word or two about the panchayats selected 

for the study may not be out of place. Thazhava is an 

old settlement area going back to not less than 500 

years. Screwpine called "Thazha" in Malayalam grows 

abundantly everywhere in this panchayat. The mats 

manufactured here are famous for their finish and soft­

ness and the industry plays a vital part in the economy 

of the panchayat. For the last so many years screwpine 

plant was the bread-winner for a large number of mat 

weavers. In Kerala, the worst economic ills-are maxi­

rnally felt on the sea coasts and Thazha~a is °a coastal 

area. Thazhava is selected to represe~t an old estab­

lished low income area with dense population. 

Generally the paddy fields in all parts 

of the Pananchery panchayat are very fertile and the 

area is irrigated with the help of Peechi canal water. 

Further this area has only slightly above 100 years of 

settlement history. 
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The most important purpose for which 

Muttil panchayat is selected for the study is to find 
. 

out the social and economic changes that have taken 

place in the hilly areas of the Malabar region. Muttil 

is a typical area of the Travancore settlers and the 

changes that have taken place in recent years give a 

glimpse of the changes taking place in other Malabar 

villages occupied by them. 

The data were collected from three 

panchayat areas totalling 703 householdso Such a 

larger number is selected to incorporate greater 

variety of problems - physical and socio-economic -

in the course of the study and to make the data more 

representative and reliable. Although statistical 

data were collected only relating to the households 

living in the surveyed area, an attempt is made to 

project the study to the whole panchayat in a general 

manner. 

Methodically the study is a venture to 

combine the survey research technique with observation 

technique. The study consists essentially of empirical 

documentation and analysis of variety of aspects of the 

changes in the rural economy of Kerala during the quarter 

century 1962-'87. Using the printed questionnaire, the 
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data for the survey were collected from households 

by interviewing the head of the households or other 
. 

competent persons in the households. The fixed survey 

recorded material traits like settlement pattern of 

the village, house types, landholdings, diet, dress, 

ornaments and footwear, furniture, common means of 

transport of goods and passengers. It also aimed at 

putting group questions with a view to sensing changes 

in attitude and behaviour in such fields as marriage, 

inheritance, family planning, indebtedness, education, 

etc o The field survey also tried to examine the social 

and economic process set in motion through land reforms 

and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, 

technological and industrial changes. The detailed 

data and infonnation regarding various aspects of rural 

life of the people collected/through discussions and 

sometimes physical obserVation and recorded outside 

the technical frame of the questionnaire schedules 

have been used in the course of analysis. 

The present study is both descriptive 

and analytical - descriptive in the sense that it 

traces the historical growth and present performance 

and analytical in the sense that it analyses and 
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i~terprets the data and also projects future trends. 

The focus of the study is the socio-economic position 

of the village economy_ 

Limitations of the Study 

The entity to be studied is the rural 

society and society is too complex a factor to be 

handled. Three panchayats in Kerala (V~z., Thazhava, 

Pananchery and Muttil) were selected for the study. 

These panchayats were taken not as samples but as case 

studies. Therefore no generalisation or statistical 

inferences from the sample to the universe have been 

attempted. 

Scheme of the Study 

The study is divid~d into six chapters. 

The first chapter provides a brief introduction to 

the study. It also includes the statem~nt of the 

problem, objectives of the study, method of data col­

lection, limitations of the study and a brief review 

of literature. 

The second chapter- deals with people and 

their material equipments. It discusses about the 

house types, dress and ornaments, footwears, use of 

toilet and washing soaps, furniture and other acces­

sories. 



61 

Economic resources, land and land utilisation, 

cropping pattern, animal wealth, main and subsidiary 

occupations, changes in traditional occupation -.house­

hold expenditure and savings of the surveyed households 

constitute the core of the third chapter. 

The fourth chapter deals with indebtedness. 

Sources and uses of credit in general and indebtedness 

of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in particular 

are dealt with in this chapter. It also includes the 

problems faced by the rural poor in availing credit. 

Social and cultural life is discussed 

in the fifth chapter. Age and sex distribution, age 

at marriage, dowry, li~eracy, migration and its effects, 

family structure and attitude on family planning are 

also analysed. 

Sixth chapter is the concluding chapter. 

This chapter presents the summary of the study and also 

highlights some of the policy implications emerging from 

the study. 

List of tables and selected bibliography 

are given at the end. 
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Location of the Surveyed Area 

Thazhava lies along the north eastern. 

corner of Karunagappally Taluk in Quilon District. 

On the western side of Thazhava lies Ku~asekharapuram 

panchayat and on the southern side Thodiyoor panchayat. 

The Trivandrum-Ernakulam Railway line passes thre-·ugh 

its western extremity. According to geographical 

classification this panchayat falls within the low 

land of Kerala, the Arabian sea being only six kilo-

metres away. 

In Thazhava Panchayat, nearly sixty nine 

(68.80) hectares in the northern side of the puthiya­

kavu-Chakkuvally road were taken for intensive surveyo 

A large number of households belonging to different 

communities engaged in screwpine mat-weaving are con­

centrated in this locality, 'Kuttipuram ' • Years ago 

the surveyed area was an uninhabited waste land covered 

vlith shrubs from which it derived the name 'Kuttipuram I. 

The Pananchery panchayat is located on 

the easternmost extremity of Trichur Taluk in Trichur 

district. Varandarappally panchayat is on· the south 

and Ollukara panchayat on the west. Along the three 
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boundaries on the north, east and south there are 

mountain ranges. On the north they being called 

Vaniyampara hills, on the east, Palghat hills and 

on the south, Murungattukara and Peechi hills. From 

the centre of the panchayat there is only 10 kilometres 

to Trichur Town. The National Highway 47 passes through 

this panchayat. This panchayat forms part of the former 

Travancore State, and according to the geographical 

classification, Pananchery falls within the 'mid 

land of Kerala'. 

Intensive survey in Pananchery panchayat 

was conducted in one sub-division known as 'Thekkumpadam' 

extending to 16~.03 hectares. The surveyed area is 

situated two kilimetres away from Pattikad, the shopping 

centre of Pananchery panchayat and half a kilometre 

south of the National Highway. The South-East corner 

of the surveyed area comes very close to Peechi dam 

site. A panchayat road connects the surveyed area 

with the main road, and wi~hin the surveyed area cart 

roads and footpath serves as the means of communication. 

Muttil panchayat is almost at the centre 

of Vythiri Taluk in Wynad district, about 80 kilometres 

north-east of Calicut on the way to Sultan Battery. 
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Purakkadi villa 9' 

LEGEND 

••••• Ponchayoth boundar y l!ii! Low.rprlmory school 

Vltlagt boundary A Templ. 

Rood l Church 

-? Rlvtr ~ Mosqut 

e p.ost ofilu tmI Village office 

~ Hillhschool ~ Panchayath offlct 

S Upptrprimary school fa Hospital 

Jl\mJ Surveyed area 



69 

Muttil is surrounded by Kaniambetta and Purakadi 

panchayats in the north, Meenangadi in the east, 
. 

Muppainad and Kottapadi in the west. Muttil is only 

32 kilometres west of Karnataka-Kerala border and is 

even nearer to Tamil Nadu-Kerala border on the side 

of Nilgiris district. Muttil falls within 'high land' 

of Kerala. 

In Muttil panchayat l nearly 180 hectares 

in the south-eastern corner of the panchayat were 

taken up for the survey. A major portion of the 

surveyed area is known by the name 'Vazhavatta' and 

its eastern portion 'Malankara'. A pucca road branch-

ing from the Calicut-Mysore road at a locality called 

'Kakkavayal ' and proceeding to Karapuzha passes through 

the surveyed area. 

Physical Aspects 

Thazhava 

With the exception of its eastern portion 

Thazhava Panchayat is a .level land with small patches 

of paddy fields here and there. Along the south eastern 

corner of the panchayat there is a lake known as 

'Vattakkayal' extending over 85 hectares. Except for 
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three small streams which practically dry up after 

the monsoons, there are no rivers flowing through 

the panchayat. Nearly two-thirds of the panchayat 

on the western side is covered with sandy loam whereas 

the rest of the panchayat has laterite soil. The fer­

tility of the soil is also not high. 

Coconut is grown on a large scale in 

the western parts where the soil conditions are best 

suited for ito Plantains are also cultivated in 

Thazhava. Jack, mango, cashew, anjili, punna, othalam 

and tamarind grow as isolated trees in every part of 

Thazhava. pepper and tapioca are also cultivated 

throughout the panchayat_ though on a smaller scale. 

Pananchery 

Pananchery is rich in natural vegetation 

especially on the eastern part which still remains 

as reserve forest. The soil and climatic conditions 

in the region are considered suitable for teak plan­

tations and the first teak plantations of the former 

Cochin state were started here. The forest once had 

wild animals like elephants, bison, tigers, monkeys, 

wild bear and other such animals of the South Indian 

Jungle. With the extension of habitation these animals 

have gone into the deeper forests and many have been 
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destroyed by the cultivators who encroached on the 

forest area. Still, occasionally few wild pigs appear 

here and there. 

The paddy fields in all parts of the 

Panchayat are very fertile. Coconut, arecanut, paddy, 

tapioca, jack, and plantain of different varieties are 

to be seen in all parts of the panchayat. Among the 

plantains, banana is most numerous and forms an im­

portant cash crop of Pananchery. Lemongrass has been 

introduced along the borders of the hills by the new 

settlers. But they are not common now. All types 

of vegetables, such as bitterguard, bhindi, cucumber, 

pumpkin, melons, tubers, colacacia and elephant-foot­

yam are also cultivated. In several areas, along the 

fringes of the forest, rubber plantations has been 

raised. The dry wind which starts blowing by mid­

November comes to a close only by the end of January. 

This dry wind scorches the vegetation and the animal 

life. 

Muttil 

The soil of Wynad region in general and 

Muttil in particular belongs to the red ferruginous 

series. It is of various shades of red and brown 
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owing to the presence of iron in the original rocKs. 

It is believed that two centuries ago the natives used 

to extract gold from the area and there are definite 

records to show that from 1793 many European companies 

were registered in London for mining gold from this 

area. The first results were encouraging and as many 

as 53 English companies were floated for extensive min-

ing in Wynad. During the boom of 1880 it appears that 

their shares were quoted even at 100 per cent premium. 

However, the results of later attempts for extraction 

of gold were thoroughly disappointing and the project 

10 was soon given up. 

Wynad was a wild jungle till the beginning 

of this century with thick deciduous forest on the one 

side and rich evergreen forest on the slopes of the 

western Ghats on the other. Muttil Panchayat contained 

valuable trees such as teak, rosewood, anjili, venga, 

venteak, etc. But these forests were partly destroyed 

by the tribals who carried on shifting cultivation in 

the slopes and valleys of the mountains. The remaining 

jungle was cleared by the colonisers from Travancore 

10 
Innes, C.A. (1951) Malabar Gazetteer, Vol.I, 
pp.14-15 o 
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and nOW there remains only a few representatives of 

the old species. Rosewood is the most numerous of 

these old generations that one come across in the area 

today. 

The colonisers introduced mango. pepper. 

lemongrass, plantain, etc. Pepper and coffee are the 

most important crops cultivated now. There are small 

tea plantations in and around Muttil. But orange plan­

tations are no longer seen in this region. Paddy and 

vegetables like melons and tubers like elephant-foot­

yam are cultivated by the colonisers as well as by the 

tribals. 
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CHAPTER - 11 

PEOPLE AND 1'HEIR MAl'ERIJI.L EQUIPI1ENTS 

Analysing the asset structure of rural 

households and changes therein over time are crucial 

in comprehending the dynamics of rut-al t~::msform':3tion. 

This ch~pter deals with the pattern of ~sset holding of 

rur31 households o 

Area, Houses and Population 

Thazh:1Va. 

The Thazhava panchayat has an area of 23.58 

sq. kmo As per the 1961 census the tot31 population of 

the panchayat was 22,969 of which 11,452 were males and 

11,517 females. The popUlation increased to 32#976 in 

1981. The decennial increase in population between 1951 

'3nd 1981 is shown in Table 2.1. 

Table - 201: Population of Thazhava 

. 
====:::;=========~==========================================:::!:===::=.'~.= 

Males 

9,557 

11,452 

13,800 

Females 

9,590 

11,157 

14,043 

Total 

19,167 

22,969 

27,843 

Absolute Percentage 
increase increase 

• <) . . 
3,802 19.84 

4,874 21.22 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 16,305 16,671 32,976 5,133 18.44 
=~==~=======:=-~=========1============================~=== 

Source: Figures comriled from Census Rr>portso 
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Table 2.1 shows that while population 

increased by 19.84 per cent during 1951- 1 61 and by 21.22 

per cent during 1961-'71 it declined by 18.44 per.cent 

during 1971- 1 81 period. 

So also, the total number of households in 

the panchayat increased from 4,285 in 1961 to 6,081 in 

1981. The present study is confined only to 288 house­

holds having a population of 1,585. In the panchayat 

as A whole women outnumbered men. But in the surveyed 

area men outnumbered women. The density of population 

in the panchayat was 2,304 per sq. km. 

The average strength of households in the 

surveyed area was 5.18 in 1987. This was 5.50 in 1961. 

This decrease is due to the spread of nuclear type of 

family. The size of households during 1961 and 1987 is 

presented in Table 2.2. It can be seen from the table 

that there is a sizeable increase in the number of house­

holds having the same number of members in 1987 compared 

to 1961. For example the number of households with two 

to three members increased from 32 in 1961 to 34 in 1987. 

So also is with the number of households with greater 

number of members. This increase is obviously the result 

of the greater number of households in the surveyed area 

in 1987 as against the number in 1961. 
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Table - 2.2, Size of Households and Number of Members 

in the Surveyed Area (Thazhava) 

====================:==:=================;===========~=== 

1961* 1987 

Size of family 
No. of Percent- No. of 
house- house- Percent,.. 

holds age holds age 

Single member . . 4 1.39 

2-3 members 32 25.60 34 11.81 

4-6 members 64 51.20 171 59.37 

7-9 members 24 19.20 65 22.57 

10 '::"\nd rlbove 5 4.00 14 4.8'; 

Total 125 100.00 288 100.00 

=================================================~======= 

Source: Survey Data. 

*8asic survey in Thazh9va W3S conducted between 

Pananchery 
10th and 30th April 1961. 

Pananchery panchayat has a total geographical 

area of 6,162 hectares of which 55.94 per cent forms 

part of Pattikad and Peechi Forest Ranges. This panchayat 

is divided into 42 sub-divisions known as desoms for 

administrative convenience. The most populous among 

these desoms are Pananchery, Mudikoodu, Chembuthara, 

Kottala, Pattikad, Edappalam, Mariakal, Alpara, Thanipadam, 
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Puvanchira, Chuvannamannu, Thekkumpadam, Kombazha and 

Vaniyanpara. According to the 1961 census the popula­

tion of Pananchery panchayat was 19,319 consisti~g of 

9,775 males and 9,544 females. It increased to 34,051 

persons in 1981 with 16,873 males and 17,178 females. 

The annual rate of increase in population during the 

last decade was 1.93 per cent. 

Table - 2.3: Population of panancherz 

===================~================================= 

Year Males Females Total Absolute Percentage 
increase increase 

1951 6,012 5,150 11,162 .. . . 
1961 9,775 9,544 19,319 8,157 73.08 

1971 14,362 14,178 28,540 9,221 47.73 

1981 16,873 17,178 34,051 5,511 19.31 

=======~=====================================;======= 

Source: Figures compiled from Census Reports. 

During the period 1951-'61 the population 

increased by nearly three-fourths (73.0~~). Such a 

high percentage of increase is explained by the abnor­

mal increase in the population of the forest area due 

to immigration. 
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There were 6,241 dwelling houses in 

Pananchery panchayat in 1981 with an average strength 

of 5.46 persons. The average strength per resiqential 

house in 1961 was 6.15 persons and 6.10 in 1971. 

The surveyed area covers the entire 

'Thekkumpadam ' desom extending to 162.03 hectares 

with 225 households. It has a total population of 

1,148 (550 males and 598 females). The female: pre-

dominance in the population is characteristic of both 

the panchayat and the surveyed area. 

With regard to population in the surveyed 

area Table 2.4 shows that while the number of house-

holds having seven or more members shows a decline, 

those with lesser number of members show an increase 

during the period 1962-1987. This may be due to the 

wide spread use offamily planning practices among the 

people in recent years. 

Muttil 

The panchayat under survey has an area 

of 4,737.64 hectares. During the past decade there 

has been an increase of 33.5 per cent in the popula-

tion. 
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Table - 2.4. Size of Households and Number of Members 

in the Surveyed Area {pananchery} 

==================~==============================~===== 

1962* 1987 

Size of family 
of No. of No. Percent- Percent-house- house-

holds age holds age 

Single member 4 3.25 4 1.78 

2-3 members 14 11.38 43 19.11 

4-6 members 56 45.53 138 61.33 

7-9 members 36 29.27 27 12.00 

10 and above 13 10.57 13 5.78 

Total 123 100.00 225 100.00 

=========================~: =====================~====== 

Source: Survey Data. 

*Basic survey in Pananchery w~s conducted 
between 13th January and 11th February 1962. 
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Table - 2.51 Population of Muttil 

====================================================== 
Year Males Females Total Absolute Percentage 

increase increase 

1951 4,351 3,395 7,746 . . •• 

1961 6,498 5,947 12,445 4,699 60.66 

1971 8,626 8,050 16,676 4,231 34.00 

1981 11,382 10,869 22,271 _ 5,595 33.55 

===============::::::-==========================-=-============= 

Source: Figures compiled from census reports. 

The 1951- 1 61 decade registered a growth 

rate of 60.66 per cent in population, a large share 

of which was caused by the flow of new immigrants from 

central Travancore. In the years after 1951, the pro-

portion of females has gone up which is mainly accounted 

for by immigration. In the early years of settlement, 

the settler families generally did not bring women 

and children, since they were not quite sure of even 

their own footing mainly due to the menace of epidemics 

like Malaria, S.llall pox. and Diarrhoea. But the con-

ditions improved very much after 1955 and so women and 

children were gradually brought to the new abode. The 

desnity of population in the panchayat increased from 

263 per sq. km. in 1961 to 470 in 1981. 
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Table - 2.61 Density of Population (Muttil) 

========================================~======== 

Year 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

Density of Population 
per sq.km. ' 

163 

263 

352 

470 

================~================================ 

Figures compiled from Census Reports. 

During the decade 1971- 1 81 the number 

of houses in the panchayat recorded an increase from 

2,945 to 4,147. At the same time the average strength 

of households showed a decline from 5.67 to 5.37. 

The surveyed area covers slightly over 

180 hectares in extent and contains 190 households 

with 1,099 persons. The surveyed area has a higher 

density of population than the panchayat, since small 

cultivators among the settlers have crowded together 

in the surveyed area - 'Vazhavatta'. 
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Table - 2.7a Size of Households and Number of Members 

in the Surveyed Area (Muttil) 

. ============ ~============~===;=========================~= 

Size of family 

Single member 

2-3 members 

4-6 members 

7-9 members 

10 and above 

Total 

1962* 

No. of 
house­
holds 

.. 
28 

59 

32 

5 

124 

Percent­
age 

. . 
22.58 

47.58 

25.81 

4.03 

100.00 

No. of 
house­
holds 

1 

25 

108 

46 

10 

190 

1987 

Percent­
'lge 

0 0 53 

13.16 

56.84 

24.21 

5.26 

100.00 

======~=======~====-======== ======= =================:== 

Source: Survey Data. 

*Basic survey in Muttil was conducted between 
8th and 29th May 1962 0 

In the surveyed area of Muttil the size of 

households remained almost unchanged during the period 

1962-'87. 

Ethnic Composition 

Thazhava 

Ethnically the population of the surveyed 

area of Thazhava is composed of 75 0 08 per cent Hindus, 

17.60 per cent Muslims and 7.32 per cent Christians. 
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Taking the individual communities Ezhavas form the largest 

section among Hindus. Among the Christians, majority 

(98.28%) were Jacobites. Table 2.8 gives the size of 

each community in the surveyed area. 

These major ethnic groups are further ' 

divided into several communities. The Panans are a 

very small minority section of the Hindus. The degree 

of rural transformation can be assessed from the change 

that has come about in the occupation of these people. 

A community of Scheduled Castes, Panans are 

scattered in small numbers throughout Kerala and are 

divided into Tamil Panans and Malayali Panans. In Tri­

vandrum and the south of Trivandrum there is a section 

of them who still talk Tamil, maintain contacts .with 

their counterparts in Tarnil Nadu from where they had 

come. The most important occupation of these people in 

olden days was singing in temples and in countryside. 

For festivals in 'Bhadrakali ' temples they sang to the 

accompaniment of primitive instruments. They had the 

duty of waking up not only the temple deities but also 

the Brahmins and Nairs with their singing early in the 

morning. This custom was known as 'thukil unarthal ' • 
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But such a practice is no longer seen in the surveyed 

area. Manufacture of umbrella with Palmyra leav,es was 

another traditional occupation of the Malayali Panans 

and this is still continued, though at present, their 

common occupation is tailoring. 

Pananchery 

From the settlement register of Pananchery 

village it is found that according to the 1901 census 

there were 1,603 Hindus, 371 Christians and 176 others 

including Muslims. The proportionate communal composi-

tion has changed considerably during the last four decades 

on account of the immigration of new settlers, most of 

whom are Christians. Among the Hindus the largest section 

belongs to the Ezhava community and the second predominant 

section to the Nair community. Besides there are Pulayas, 

Koodans, Karuvans, Asaris, Vettuvans and Thandans. Jacobites 

form the largest section among Christians. 

Nearly 78 per cent (77.61%) of the population 

of the surveyed area are Hindus, 22.04 per cent Christians 

and the remaining 0.35 per cent Muslims. Ezhavas consti­

tute 52.96 per cent of the total population of the surveyed 

area and the Nairs, Koodans, Karuvans, Vettuvans and Velans 
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form 11.06 per cent, 7.14 per cent, 0.52 per cent, 1.22 

per cent and 0.09 per cent respectively. Pulayas and 

Asaris form 1.39 per cent each, Roman Catholic Church 

Commands the allegiance of 4.09 per cent, Jacobites 

12.63 per cent, Marthomites 4.53 per cent and Brothers 

Mission 0.53 per cento 

The Karuvans are traditionally blacksmiths 

and Asaris are professional carpenters. All the Chri­

stians of the surveyed area were settlers who came here 

during the last three or four decades, while almost all 

Hindu families were original inhabitants. The ethinic 

composition of the surveyed area is given in Table 2.9. 

The Nairs of Pananchery belong to the 

highest sub-division known as 'Kiriyathil Nair' and 

'Illathu Nair·. In the panchayat under survey there 

are a large number of Menons but of late, these distin­

guishing titles are not generally appended to the names. 

Economically and educationally they are the most advanced 

sections in the surveyed area. 

The Ezhavas of Pananchery are also known as 

'Thiyyas' and form the l3rgest community of the Hindus. 

~lmost all of them are agricultural labourers. Economi­

cally and educationally they are poorer than Nairs and 

the Christians. 
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Mutt!l 

The population of Mutt!l panchayat consists 

of Hindus, Christians, Muslims and Jains; the first two 

are almost of equal strength. The Hindu population of 

the village consists of Ezhavas, Nairs, Chetties etc •. 

and certain Scheduled Tribes like Paniyans, Kurumans, 

Kurichiars and Scheduled Castes like Pulayas, Mannans, 

etc. Among the Hindus, Paniyans, Kurumans, Kurichiars 

and Chetties are original settlers of the area. 

In the surveyed area nearly half (48.25%) 

of the population are Hindus. Almost an equal number 

are Christians (45.79%) and roughly four per cent (3.91%) 

Muslims. Among the Hindus around one-fourth are Paniyans. 

Table 2.10 shows the ethinic composition in the surveyed 

area (Muttil). 

The Chetties, Kurumans, Kurichiars and 

Paniyans are among the many sub-divisions of the Hindu 

community. Though they are very small minority groups 

the degree of transformation that they have undergone 

is visibly high. Among the Chetties some trace their 

origin to certain business communities of Tamil Nadul 

others are aborigines. This difference may be seen in 
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their different ways of life, in their customs and manners. 

By occupation cultivators, they take to hunting a,lso. In 

the sixties they were economically bt~tter off than the 

other groups but later they declined. But in recent years 

they have shown signs of revival through better education. 

Cultivation is still their mainstay~ 

The Kurumans were originally a migrating 

people. Though cultivators they shifted from place to 

placer bringing under the plough fresh forest lands. 

This necessit3ted the adoption of hunting as part of 

their occupation. But now they are settled, devoting 

themselves entirely to cultivation. 

The Kurichiars are also hunters turned 

cultivators, while the Paniyans were formerly agricul­

tural labourers attached to the lands in the possession 

of the Chetties and bound to work on them round the year. 

With the decline of the Chetties as land lords the lot of 

the Paniyans improved as they have now come to possess 

small plots of their own for cultivation. 

All the Christians who immigrated to the 

surveyed area came chiefly from Vaikom and Meenachil 

Taluks. Among the Christians. Syrian Catholics are the 
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majority while the other communities are only nominally 

represented. Invariably all the Christians have taken 

up cultivation for which they migrated to this a~ea. 

A large nunilier of these immigrants have encroached upon 

Government Land while some others have purchased land 

from old fJenmies' of the area. 

Among the Muslims a good section has come 

along with the Christian colonisers. They pursue both 

cultivation and trade as their principal occupations. 

House Types 

Thazhava 

A large majority of the houses in the 

panchayat fall in the category of low class, with one 

or two rooms, a kitchen and in some cases a small veran­

dah too. In majority of houses, kitchen is in a separate 

structure close to the house. Most of the houses are 

constructed with mud or unburnt bricks. There is small 

courtyard around many houses in which cowsheds and 

poultry runs are located. In the case of poor households 

many have thatched houses which accommodate men and 

cattle. Even though many of the houses are constructed 

without finish or workmanship, most of them are provided 

with regular windows and doors affording sufficient 



92 

ventillation. In the eastern part of the panchayat, 

where laterite is available the houses are constructed 

in laterite stones. The floor is only coated with 

cow dung in most cases. The old houses have very few 

windows and doors, thus providing little light during 

day time. However, on account of the wooden walls 

they are comfortable to live in during all seasons of 

the year. The 'Nalukettus' are being gradually denlo­

lished and -replaced by small houses of modern design 

since they have become unwieldly and unsuited to modern 

tastes. The peculiar feature noticed in the case of 

all old houses, whether big or small, is the ventilated 

type of roofing. 

Tables 2.11, 2.12 and 2.13 show the 

improvement in the construction of houses during the 

quarter century from 1961 to 1987 with respect to 

building materialS and also the amenities. 

From Table 2.11 it can be seen that 

the number of houses with mud walls have come down to 

nearly one per cent from 43.20 per cent over the past 

quarter century period. During the same period the 

percentage of houses having walls of bUrnt bricks 
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Table - 2.11, Material of Wall (Thazhava) 

=~====================================================== 

1961* 1987 

Material No. of Percent- No. of 
house- house- Percent-

holds age holds age 

Grass, leaves, reeds 
or bamboo 43 34.40 40 13.89 

Mud 54 43.20 3 1.04 

Unburnt bricks • • . . 18 6.25 

Laterite stones 23 18.40 43 14.93 

Burnt bricks 2 1.60 177 61.46 

Timber 3 2.40 7 2.43 

Total 125 100.00 288 100.00 

=====================================================~= 

Source: Survey Data. 

showed a forty-fold increase. But the percentage of 

houses with timber walls remained more or less the 

same. 

From Table 2.12 it is clear that compared 

to 1961 there is a rapid decline in the percentage of 

houses with thatched roof. At the same time there is 

a nine-fold increase in the percentage of houses with 

t'i led roof. 



94 

Table - 2.12: Material of Roof (Thazhava) 

=======~================================================ 

Material 

Grass or leaves 

Tiles 

Concrete 

ASbestos/Tiles 

Concrete and 
Tiles/Asbestos 

Total 

No. of 
house-
holds 

119 

6 

• • 

125 

1961* 

Percent-
age 

95.20 

4.80 

. . 

. . 

100.00 

1987 

No. of 
house- Percent-

holds age 

86 29.86 

132 45.83 

29 10.67 

14 4.86 

27 9.38 

288 100.00 

======================================================= 
Source: Survey Data. 

From Table 2.13 it can be seen that in 

the surveyed area of Thazhava 1.7 4 per cent house-

holds have no. regular rooms to live in and it was 11.Z0 

per cent in 1961. A considerable increase in the per-

centage of houses with four or more rooms is observed 

during the past quarter century. 
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~nchery 

The poor-class house, having one or two 

rooms, is the most common type found in Pananchery. 

It has in general three doors - the front entrance, 

entrance to the kitchen and an exit from there. The 

roof has four slopes but the slope on the side of the 

kitchen extends longer and therefore lower than the 

other sides so as to encompass sufficient space for 

the kitchen. The walls are of mud or bricks and the 

roof thatched with straw. The straw of the second 

crop is especially preserved by cultivators for that-

ching which has to be renewed every year. 

High class houses owned by wealthy paddy 

cultivators are two-storeyed buildings. These houses 

are constructed with burnt bricks or laterite stones 

in cement and have granite foundation and tiled or con-

crete roofs. Their walls are plastered and the flooring 

either concrete or mosaic. A number of outhouses such 

as a large cow shed, a building for storing agricultural 

implements, manure, firewood and other sundry articles 

are attached to this house. Formerly,· there were large 

halls attached to the house for thresning paddy. But 

since the mills are very common, such halls are not 
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required now. The kitchen is sometimes located in the 

main building, sometimes in an extension. 

The most common pattern of the middle-

class houses is a smaller version of the high-class 

houses itself, with smaller number of rooms and with­

out the other :apartments such as outhouse, threshing 

floor and cowsheds. The middle-class houses are built 

with burrit bricks or even laterite stones, most of 

them have tiled roofs. The two main rooms of the middle 

class houses have direct entrance from the verandah1 

only a few houses have store room. The two main rooms 

are used for sleeping purposes by the family and the 

large side room is set apart as a guest room. The 

verandah is also used for sleeping during summer. 

Every house has a small courtyard at least 

in front whereas a few households hav~ courtyardS all 

around. In the middle-class houses the front court­

yard is coated with cowdung in summer so that it can 

be used for drying paddy whereas the high-class houses 

have concrete courtyardS for the same purpose1 further 

in houses of the well-to-do the courtyard is protected 

by a small compound wall and in a few cases it is even 

cemented. 



98 

Table - 2.14& Material of Wall (Pananchery) 

====;===================================================== 

Material 1962* Percentage 1987 'Percentage 

Grass, leaves, reeds 
or bamboo 6 4.88 9 4.00 

Mud 45 36.58 10 4.44 

Unburnt bricks 56 45.53 136 60.45 

Burnt bricks 13 10.57 62 27.56 

Laterite stones 3 2.44 3 1.33 

Burnt and unburnt 
bricks • • • • 5 2.22 

Total 123 100.00 225 100.00 

==~==================~~====~==~========================== 

Source: Survey Data. 

The percentage of houses with walls of 

leaves or mud showed 80 per cent decline during the 

period 1962-'87 whereas the percentage of houses with 

walls of burnt bricks increased by more than 150 per 

cent. Taking all the three areas surveyed, the percent-

age of houses with walls of burnt bricks increased fram 

4.30 to 41.82 over the same period (See diagram 2.1). 
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Tab le - 2. 1 5 : Material of Roof (Pananchery)· 

==========~=============================================c: 

Material 1962": Percentage 1987 Percentage 

Grass or leaves 85 69.11 52 23.11 

Tiles 38 30.89 154 68.45 

Concrete • • • • 12 5.33 

Asbestos and tiles · . · . 2 0.89 

Concrete and tiles 
or asbestos • • · . 5 2.22 

Total 123 100.00 225 100.00 

=========================================~=============== 

Source: Survey Data. 

Compared to 1962, the percentage of houses 

with thatched roof declined to one-third in 1987. On 

the contrary tiled houses more than doubled over the 

same period. 
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Tables 2.14, 2.15 and 2.16 are meant to 

show the nature of the houses in respect of the walls, . 
roofs, and the number of rooms. The tables show the 

improvements effected during the period 1962-'87. Data 

show that the extent of improvement is considerable. 

A comparison of the houses in 1987 in the 

surveyed area with the year 1962 shows that the percent-

age of houses in the same area with no regular room and 

one room has decreased considerably: whereas the per-

centage of houses with three or more rooms showed an 

increase. 

Muttil 

Considering the materi31s used for house 

construction, the number of rooms and other facilities 

available, the houses can be classified as low-class, 

middle-class and high-class. The low-class houses can 

be classified into different categories such as those 

belonging to the Paniyans, the Kurumans and a good 

number of settlers. The houses of the Paniyans are the 

poorest in the surveyed area. They are constructed on 

a mud foundation raised about a foot above the ground. 

The roof is supported on pillars of bamboo or some 
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country wood and the walls are constructed in a crude 

way with mud reinforced with reeds. The roof is thatched . 
with grass or straw. The house has just one room surrOun-

ded by a narrow verandah but it is not provided with a 

r(>(jular door. There are no other doors or windows but 

v~ntillation is adequate since tlle walls are not raised 

to the roof level. The floor is coated with cowdung but 

the walls are left bare. The room serves for cooking and 

sleeping. The surroundings of the house remain dirty and 

environmental sanitation is meagre. Since the roof of 

the house stands only about four feet above the ground, 

one has to bend in order to enter the house. Mats are 

offered as seats to visitors. 

Old houses of Kurumans contain only a 

rectangular room. The walls are solid and polished smooth. 

They are coated with cowdung to half of the height. The 

floor is given a smooth coating of C(lWd 1l119 'Nbich is reneweo 

occasionally. The room does not have any ventillation 

other than what is provided by a single door. The walls 

being raised to the roof level, even during day time one 

has to light a lamp inside the house. A separate house 

is no longer set apart as seclusion shed to accommodate 

women during the period of menstruation and child birth 
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as it had been in the past. The Kururnan house is :ilwaYB 

kf'~d spotlessly clean and inspite of the small size and 

lack of ventillation it is a comfortable little dwelling. 

The surroundings of the settlement are kept neater than 

by Paniyans. 

The Chetties do not live in settlements 

tinlike the tribals and their houses are scattered all 

over the panchayat. Their houses are bigger than the 

Kuruman houses. Unlike the houses of Kurumans and Pani­

yans there is a spacious courtyard in front of each house 

of the Chetties and it is swept by the women of the house­

hold. Close to the house there is another structure 

which was formerly used as seclusion shed. 

A verandah in front is an invariable 

feature of almost all houses. The walls are coated 

with cement in some cases, with mud in a few houses, 

whereas they are left bare in others. A scaffold over 

the kitchen for storing articles is a general feature 

in the houses of colonisers. 
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Table - 2.17: Material of Wall (Muttil) 

=====================================~======~============ 

Material 

Grass, leaves, 
or bamboo 

Mud 

Unburnt bricks 

Burnt bricks 

Burnt & unburnt 

Timber 

No walls 

Total 

reeds 

bricks 

NO. of 
house­
holds 

79 

9 

27 

1 

• • 

2 

6 

124 

1962 

Percent­
age 

63.71 

7.26 

21.77 

0.81 

.. 
1.61 

4.84 

100.00 

1987 

No. of 
house­
holds 

15 

10 

101 

55 

8 

. . 
1 

190 

Percent­
age 

7.89 

5.26 

53.16 

28.95 

4.21 

0.53 

100.00 

========================================================= 

Source: Survey Data. 

Confining to the surveyed area nearly 

six-eighth households had walls of leaves and mud in 

1962 but it declined to one-eighth in 1987. A thirty 

fold increase in the percentage of houses with walls 

of burnt bricks is observed during the past 25 years. 
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Table - 2.181 Material of Roof (Muttil) 

======~=================== ===========~==~===~======== 

Material 

Grass or leaves 

Tiles 

Concrete 

Asbestos and tiles 

Concrete & tiles/ 
asbestos 

Total 

No. of 
house­
holds 

120 

4 

• • 

• • 

•• 

124 

1962* 

Percent­
age 

96.77 

3.23 

• • 

• • 

• • 

100.00 

No. of 
house­
holds 

103 

64 

6 

8 

9 

190 

1987 

Percent­
age 

54.21 

33.68 

3.16 

4.21 

4.74 

100.00 

===:====================='============================ 

Source: Survey Data. 

In 1962 almost all houses (96.77%) used 

grass or leaves for roofing but as per the present 

survey it is slightly above 50 per cent. On the other 

hand the percentage of houses with tiled roof showed a 

nine-fold increase. It became four-fold taking all the 

three areas together (See diagram 2.2). 
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It is clear from the t;)[)le th'Jt the percc>nt-3qe 

of housE's with no regular room to live in was more than 

halved over the quarter century from 1962. As shown in 

Table 2.19 it was 9.68 percentage in 1962 which declined 

to 4.74 in 1987. A considerable decline is also noted 

in the percentage of houses with One room each. Around 

four per cent (4.03%) households had four or more rooms 

in 1962 and it increased to 31.58 per cent in 1987, 

showing, almost an eight-fold increase over the period. 

Table - 2.20: Material of Floor (1987) 

================~=:~==;=================================== 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 
Material 

No. of Per- No. of Per- No. of Per-
house- cent- house- cent- house- cent-
holds age holds age holds age 

Mud 77 26.74 133 59.11 139 73.16 

Concrete 186 64.58 72 32.00 29 15.26 

Mud and con-
crete 17 5.90 14 6.22 17 8.95 

Mosaic 2 0.69 • • •• 1 0.53 

Concrete and 
Mosaic 6 2.09 6 2.67 4 2.10 

Total 288 100.00 225 100.00 190 100.00 

=;=~~==============:==~===~==~=~~======~=~===~=~============ 

Source: Survey Data. 
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Table 2.20 explains the type of material 

used for the flooring of the houses at the time of survey. 

From the table it can be seen that in Thazhava two-third 

(64.5~~) houses have concrete floorings. Slightly over 

one-fourth (26.74%) have mud floorings. Just two houses 

have complete mosaic floorings. 

In pananchery hardly two-third (32%) of 

the houses have concrete floorings. Only six house­

holds have mosaic floorings and that too for a few 

rooms. 

As far as Muttil is concerned nearly 

three-fourth (73.16%) houses have only mud floorings. 

Only one house has complete mosaic flooring. The per­

centage of house with concrete floor (15.26%) is also 

.much less when compared with the other two Panchayats. 

Since the data relating to the material 

of floor for the year 1962 are not available, a compari­

son in the improvement of flooring cannot be made. 

However it can be reasonably presumed that flooring 

material also shows a considerable improvement. 
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Rural Electrification 

Rural electrification is both a substantive . 
programme and a supported service. It is a develop­

mental instrument in the hands of the statesman and 

the administrator, the engineer and the social scien­

tist. It could brighten the village and heighten the 

economy_ As light it could brighten the home at night, 

as power it could bring prosperity and prosperity 

brightens the home both day and night. 

Rural electrification is expected to 

respond to a four-fold objective:-

i) to increase prosperity 

ii) to reduce disparity 

iil) to heighten employment and 

iv) to brighten home and village. 

To the village as producer, electricity 

would come as basic input: as consumer it would come 

as basic amenity. Rural electrification can play an 

important role in promoting the economic growth and 

social welfare of the more vulnerable classes of rural 

areas. Electrification has enormous implications for 

all aspects of living, and probably represents a key 

step in linking the farmer with the cqmmercial indus-

trial complex of a larger society. 
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. Rural electricity did not cover even one 

per cent of the villages at the time of lndependence. 

But, by now, electricity has practically reached all 

villages. Kerala is one of the few states, which has 

achieved the target of electrification of all its 

villages. However, electricity made only a late entry 

into the surveyed areas and roughly one-fourth of the 

houses are electri£ied. 

Tab 1 e - 2. 21 : No. of Houses Electrified (1987) 

======================================================= 

Period of 

Electrification 

Within 2 years 

3-5 years 

6-10 years 

11-15 years 

Above 15 years 

Electrified 
houses 

Houses not 
electrified 

Total 

Thazhava 

4-1' I 
o Q) 0:1 

tIl'O 
• ;j .... 
000 
z..c..c 

20 

29 

36 

16 

13 

6.94 

10.07 

12.50 

5.56 

4.51 

114 39.58 

174 60.42 

288 

Pananchery Muttil 

4-1 I 
o (1) 0:1 

tIl'D 
• ::1...-1 o 0 0 

z .c.c 

8 

11 

15 

10 

1 

45 

180 

225 

3.56 

4.89 

6.67 

4.44 

0.44 

4-1. 
o (1) tIl 

tIl'D 
-::/...-1 
000 
z.c.c 

3 

19 

1 

•• 

. . 
20.00 23 

80.00 167 

190 

1.58 

10.00 

0.53 

• • 

•• 

12.11 

87.89 

==~==~=================~=============================== 

Source: Survey Data. 
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Electrified houses in the surveyed area of 

Thazhava come to nearly two-fifth (39.58%). Further, 

85 (74.56%) out of a total of 114 houses with electri­

city were electrified within last ten years as can be 

seen from Table 2.21. Only one-fifth households in the 

surveyed area of Pananchery are so far electrified, fur­

ther all except one household were electrified within 

the last 15 years. Among all the three areas surveyed 

the percentage of electrified houses is the lowest in 

Muttil (12.11%). Again electricity made an entry into 

the surveyed area of Muttil only during the last five 

years. 

Toilet Facilities 

In 1962 latrines were found only in high 

class houses and even that too were of the old unhy­

gienic type. But in 1987 more than one-fourth (26.74%) 

had pucca latrines and more than one-third (35.7~1o) 

used enclosed open pit as latrine. Bathrooms were 

generally absent in those days but in 1987 more than 

one-sixth had pucca bathrooms. 
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Table - 2.22: Toilet Facilities (1987) 

=================================================~========== 

Thazhava Pananchery "Muttil 
Particulars 

Latrine 

Pucca 

Open pit 
(Temporary) 

No latrine 

Bath-room 

Pucca 

Temporary 

No bath-room 

Total 

No. of 
house­
holds 

116 

59 

113 

68 

104 

116 

288 

Per­
cent­
age 

40.28 

20.49 

39.23 

23.61 

36.11 

40.28 

100.00 

No. of 
house­
hold.s 

54 

89 

82 

35 

94 

96 

225 

Per­
cent­
age 

24.00 

39.56 

36.44 

15.56 

41.78 

42.66 

100.00 

No. of 
house­
holds 

18 

103 

69 

20 

30 

140 

190 

Per-· 
cent­
age 

9.47 

54.21 

36.32 

10.53 

15.79 

73.68 

100.00 

====~~====================================================== 

Source: Survey Data. 

In the surveyed area of Thazhava, about 

two-fifth (39.23%) houses did not have a latrine. Almost 

an equal number (40.2~1o) possessed pucca latrines. Others 

(20.49>1o) make use of open pit. Hardly one-fourth (23.61%) 

housetlolcts owned pucca bath-rooms whi le 40.28 per cent 

households did not have any bath-room. 
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In the surveyed area of Pananchery 24 per 

cent had pucca latrines, 39.56 per cent used enclosed . 
open pit as latrine and 36 0 44 per cent had no latrines 

as such. Around 16 per cent (15.56%) had pucca bath-

rooms whereas 42.66 per cent had no bath-rooms at all. 

Hardly one-tenth (9.47%) households in the 

surveyed area of Muttil had pucca latrines compared 

to 40.28' per c'ent in Thazhava. More than half (54.21%) 

of the households have only open pits. Slightly above 

ten per cent (10.53%) had pucca bath-rooms. Nearly 

74 per cent (73.6~~) households have no bath-room: the 

thick coffee bushes in the backyard, they say, provide 

the necessary privacy. 

General Cleanliness 

Drainage facilities are little in the 

western part of Thazhava panchayat. The land being 

level, water stagnates during the rainy season. But 

in the eastern part this problem does not arise due to 

the undulating surface of land. Because of care taken 

by the inhabitants in keeping the surroundings neat 

the sanitary conditions are satisfactory in Thazhava. 
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Taking daily bath has become the practice of everyone 

in the surveyed area. Water is not a major problem 

since it is a coastal area. Every household in the 

surveyed area of Thazhava uses washing soap which 

shows the general sense of cleanliness. 

Judged by modern standards, the sanitary 

conditions of Pananchery are far from satisfactory. 

The village roads and paths are gnerally used as dump­

ing grounds of waste materials. People throw the 

kitchen waste and rotten vegetables on the roads. 

Waste water from the kitchen and toilets gets colle­

cted on the pavements. There is no regular sanitary 

work except the sweeping of the road at important 

centres. Though all the workers are in the habit of 

taking daily bath, their sense of social sanitation 

is poor. The problem of scarcity of water which 

existed some time ago has now been removed with the 

construction of the public canals. The ,womenfolk 

usually take a dip in the canal or tank and wash their 

clothes almost daily. 

In Muttil availability of drinking water 

is a main problem especially in the higher ranges. In 

the summer months when water is needed most by men and 

cattle the wells go dry, or have a .trickle. On an average 
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women have to spend two to three hours per day fetching 

drinking water. The job becomes very tedious when 

water has to be drawn from deep wells for both house­

hold purposes and also for milch animals. However, 

the question of drainage facilities do not arise in 

a hilly area like Mutt!l where stagnation does not 

arise. 

Dress and Ornaments 

Twenty five years ago men used to wear 

only dhoties reaching upto the knee and a towel when 

they went for work or fOl' other purposes within the 

local area itself. Majority of the boys used to wear 

only shorts at home or while going to neighbouring 

places. But now almost all boys in the surveyed area 

wear shorts and shirts whereas grown up men wear dhoti 

and shirt even while going for work. Muslim men are 

distinguishable by the way in which they wear the dhoti. 

In the case of elderly women no significant change is 

observed in the dress as they still wear blouses and 

white dhoties reaching upto the heels and put on white 

clothes more or less like half sarees. White dhoti and 

white blouse called ·chatta l is put on only by elderly 

females of Christian community. The Muslim elderly 

women are still easily identifiable by their use of 
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" head piece (veil). Two and a half decades ago saree 

was a curiosity for the village women but now almost 

all the young women wear saree when they go out;'but 

they too wear dhoties and blouses or skirts and blouses 

at home. 

The dress of Paniyans, Kurumans and 

Chetties of Muttil show some specialities not found 

in other communities and their pecu;liarities are more 

prominent in the case of females. Formerly, the male 

dress among the Paniyans consisted of a loin cloth 

reaching upto the knee and another cloth which is 

put over the shoulders. At the time of work they 

used to tie this cloth over the heads as a turban. 

But at present they also put a shirt instead of a 

shawl. Looking at the male dress it is not possible 

to identify the community. Any how, between Kurumans 

and Paniyans, the Kurumans are easily distinguishable 

by the cleanliness of their clothes. 

The females of Paniya community wear 

a loin cloth reaching down to the knee and another 

cloth to cover the upper part of the body. The second 

cloth is wound round the upper part of the body under 

the shoulders. A good number of them tie a piece of 
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black cloth around the waist to hold their cloth tight 

while at work. The dress of elderly Kuruman females 

consists of a white lOin cloth wound round the 'waist 

and another cloth covering the upper part of the body. 

The lOin cloth is a double dhoti and reaches upto the 

knees. The top corners of the upper garment are tied 

together over the left shoulder so that it hangs 

loosely over the body. But in the case of elderly 

Paniya females both the arms are left completely bare. 

However, of late, the young females, in paniya commu-

nity too have started using sarees as well, although 

rarely. 

Table - 2.23: Possession of Gold Ornaments (1987) 

====================================================== 
No. of Households 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

No gold ornaments 43 35 40 
(14.93) (15 •. 56) (21.05) 

Upto 1 sovereign 91 75 39 
(31.60) (33.33) (2 0.53) 

1 to 6 sovereigns 87 69 68 
(30.21) (30.67) (35.79) 

6 to 25 sovereigns 57 37 35 
(19.79) (16.44) (18.42) 

'. 
Above 25 s6vereigns 19 9 8 

(3.47) (4.00) (4021) 

Total 288 225 190 
(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) 

===========================================~========== 

Sourc£: Survey Data. 
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Table 2.23 indicates the possession of 

gold ornaments in the three surveyed areas. It can 
. 

be seen from the table that around 85 per cent house-

holds in 'I'hazhava and Pananchery possess gold ornaments. 

It is slightly less in Muttil (78.95%) where the greater 

part of the tribals do not use ornaments. About 4 per 

cent housel1olds in all the three places own more than 

25 sovereigns. 

Ear studs, neck chains and bangles are 

most popular. Though there are other gold ornamentsl 

only the studs and chains are usually put on, the other 

items being reserved for special occasions such as when. 

they go to temples and churches, attend ceremonial fun-

ctions etc. Twenty five years ago, each co~nunity had 

its own peculiar ornaments such as the 'thoda' for the 

Hindus and the 'Kasumala' and 'Mekkamothiram' for the 

Christians. But now all these items have almost dis-

appeared. Similarly ear-studs worn by men among Hindus 

are now almost extinct. Now it is difficult to identify 

a person's community based on the ornaments one wears. 

Gold is for these people not only an ornament but a means 

of raising money in an emergency through hypothecation. 
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In Thazhava, even among those households who 

own gold ornaments, as much as 37.14 per cent have only 

one sovereign or less (see table 2.24) slightly over one­

fourth (27.35%) own more than six sovereigns. Just 10 

households own more than 25 sovereigns. Between Ezhavas 

and Nairs, the percentage of households owning gold orna­

ments is more among Ezhavas (89.55%). Among Nair house­

holds which own gold, more than half (55.81%) possess 

three or more sovereigns. The number of households own­

ing gold ornaments in each community and the quantity 

of gold held by them is shown in Table 2.24. 

More than 84 per cent (84.44%) of the 

surveyed households in Pananchery possess gold ornaments 

in comp0Lison with 70.73 per cent in 1962. On the basis 

of COIlllltUlllty, the pcr-cr--otage of hOllseiJolds possessi ng 

gold ornaments is the highest among Nairs (100%) and 

lowest among Pulayas (33.33%). Among the Christians, 

Brother Mission do not use any ornaments at all. A 

detailed break-up of the ownership of gold ornaments, 

community-wise is given in Table 2.25. 

In Muttil the Paniya, Kuruma and Chetty 

males used to wear ear-studs or ear rings of gold, silver, 

steel or even copper with or without inlaid jewels. A 
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households and one a Kuruman household. Rather they 

had ~ hand-to-mouth existence. Out of d total of 23 

~gricultural labour households only three households 

made an annual saving of more than Rs.400 (See Table 3.30). 

Table - 3.34: Annual Savings of Paniyans and Kurumans 

(Muttil) 

======~==================~============================ 

Annual savings 
(in Rs.) 

No savings 

100 

200 

750 

1000 

2500 

Total •• 

No. of Households 

Paniyans 

18 

4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

22 

Kurumans 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

=======~=~=~========================================== 

Source: Survey Data 

Out of a total of 22 Paniya households on~y four had 

savings and all of them had savings less than Rs.l00 

per annum. But the Kurumans had a better position with 

as many as six households with savings as can be seen 

from table 3.34. 
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Table - 3.35: No. of Persons Having Reg~lar Savings 

===================================================:=~== 
No. of Persons 

'rype of saving 
Thazhava Pananchery Muttil Total 

----_."--------_._---------------------
Li fe J nsurance 
Pol.icy 

'Kuri' 

Post office 
savings 

Total 

12 

25 88 

7 2 

74 94 

12 28 

48 191 

•• 9 

60 228 

~======================================================= 

Source: Survey Data. 

In all the three surveyed areas, Life 

Insurance Policy was taken only by 28 persons as detailed 

in table 3. • But as many as 191 persons have savings 

in the form of 'Kurit. The 'Kuri t amount when obtained 

is generally utilised for house construction, purchase 

of land, marriage, etc. One hundred and two persons 

contribute more than ~.100 per month towards 'Kuri'. 

Nine persons have Post-office Savings of whom seven are 

from Thazhava. 
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CHAPTER - IV 

I N D E B T E D N E S S 

Having dealt with economic resources, 

cropping pattern, animal wealth, main and subsidiary 

occupations, changes in traditional occupation, house­

hold expenditure and savings, etc. in the previous 

chapterl this chapter deals with rural indebtedness. 

It examines the sources and uses of credit in general 

and indebtedness of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes in particular. It also includes the problems 

faced by the rural poor in availing credit. 

"Credit", says an old French proverb, 

"supports the farmer as hangman's rope supports the 

hanged". If at all credit is sometimes • fatal , it 

is often indispensable to the cultivator. 
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All-India Rural Credit Survey Committee - 1951-'52 

The Reserve Bank of India apPointed in' 

August 1951 the All India Rural Credit Survey Committee, 

with Shri. A.D. Gorwala as Chairman, to plan, organize 

and supervise a survey of credit position in rural areas 

throughout the country. The field enquiries covered 
.-' 

1,27,343 families in 600 villages selected in 75 dis-

tricts all over the country. The major part of the 

field investigations connected with the survey was com-

pleted during the period November 1951 to July 1952. 

The study revealed that during the year 

of survey' the private credit agencies taken together 

supplied about 93 per cent of the total amount borrowed 

by cultivators. The combined contribution of Government 

and the Co-operatives was about six per cent of the 

total. Corrunercial banks financed oply less than one 

per cent of' the credit requirements of cultivators 

(See Table 4.1). 

According to the Rural Credit Survey 

Com!Itittee Report the private money lenders thus dominate 

the scene, the professional money lenders with about 45 

per cent and agricultural money lenders with nearly 25 

per cent of the total. 
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Table - 4.1s Sources of Credit 1951-'52 (All-India) 

========================~============================ 

SI. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Credit Agency 

Government 

Co-operatives 

Relatives 

Landlords 

Agricultural Money 
Lenders 

Professional Money 
Lenders 

Tr~ders and Commission 
Agents 

Commercial Banks 

Others 

Total 

Proportion of borrowings 
from each agency to the 
total borrowings of culti-

vators (Per Cent) 

• • 

• • 3.1 

• • 14.2 

• • 1.5 

• • 24.9 

• • 44.8 

• • 5.5 

• • 0.9 

• • 1.8 

• • 100.00 

===================================================--

Source, All India Rural Credit Survey Committee 
Report (1954), Reserve Bank of India, 
Bombay, Vol.II, p.167. 



229 

The Survey of Household Savings and Investment 1977- 1 78 

The Survey of Household Savings and 

Investments in Kerala, 1977- 1 78 conducted by the Kerala 

State Planning Board has also attempted an estimate of 

the indebtedness of households in the state. The survey 

found that the total indebtedness of households in the 

state amounted to ~.248 crores. About 53 per cent of 

the households in rural areas ',.had reported outstand­

ing debts at the end of the year 1977- 1 78. The out­

standing debt per household was ~_567 in rural areas. 

It was also seen that indebtedness of rural households 

increased by ~.41 during the year 1977- 1 78. The survey 

revealed that households which do not have any regular 

income as agricultural labour households, households of 

casual labour etc. account for more than 57 per cent of 

households having indebtedness. 

The dominance of money lenders in the 

financial market was revealed by the survey_ Of the 

total credit made available to the rural sector, the 

share of money lenders was 26.30 per cent. Inspite of 

the expansion of banking activities to remote areas. 

the share of commercial banks in total loan amount during 

1977-'78 was only 16.30 per cent in the rural sector. 
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According to the survey, the distribution 

of credit by co-operatives and other lending institu­

tions was highly biased in favour of the upper group. 

The weaker sections of the population could get only 

20 per cent of the total co-operative loans and 14 

per cent of the total government loans in rural areas. 

This class of households borrowed from the money lenders 

at exhorbitant rates of interest to meet their immediate 

consumption reqUirements and on occasions of emergency. 

All-India Debt and Investment Survey 1981-'82 

The All-India Debt and Investment Survey 

(AIDIS) ,19.81-'82 was conducted in 7,718 villages cover­

ing 61,000 rural households. The survey collected 

detailed information on dues payable by' the households 

both in cash and kind. The survey resu1ts indicate 

that debt in kind formed hardly one per cent of the 

total debt~ in respect of rural households. About 20 

per cent of the households in the rural sector were 

indebted. 

According to AIDIS 1981-'82, the average 

debt per reporting household was ~.3,311 in the rural 

sector (See Table 4.2). The average debt per reporting 
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household was higher at ~.3,395 in respect of culti­

vator households as against ~.1,660 for non-cultivator 

households. 

Table - 4.21 Trends in Household Indebtedness 

=========================~===================~=======~~== 

Item 

1. ProEortion of 
household (Per 
~) 

i) indebted in 
cash 

ii) indebted in 
kind 

iil) jndebted ln 
cash and kind 

2. Average total debt 
per indebted house-
hold (Rs. ) 

3. Average total 
debt per house-
hold (Rs. ) 

of which cash (~. ) 

As on 30th June 
1981 

Rural 
areas 

19.40 

1.06 

19.97 

3,311 

661 

653 

Urban 
areas 

17.15 

0.32 

17.36 

5,930 

1,030 

1,024 

l\ll 
areas 

18.86 

0.88 

19.35 

3,872 

749 

741 

As on 30th 
June 1971 

Rural 
areas 

41.32 

5.98 

42.81 

1,167 

500 

487 

=== =====================:==============:================: 

Sources All India Dept and Investment Survey 1981- 1 82, 
p.134, Reserve Bank of India, Department of 
Statistical Analysis and Computer Services, Bo~bay. 
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A comparison of debt of rural households in 

the two benchmark years 1971 and 1981 indicated that the 

proportion of indebted households decreased quite sharply 

from 43 per cent in 1971 to 20 per cent in 1981. The 

average debt per household, on the other hand, increased 

during the decade from ~.500 to ~.661. The proportion 

of indebted rural households showed a sharp decline from 

43 per cent in 1971 to 20 per cent in 1981. 

There was a spurt d.n the share of insti­

tutional credit in the total cash debt of rural house­

holds from 29 per cent in 1971 to 61 per cent in 1981. 

The fruits of expansion of bank branches, which was in 

its infancy in 1971, have percolated in a good measure 

to rural areas by 1981. This is reflected by the rise 

.in the proportion of commercial bank credit from two 

per cent in 1971 to 28 per cent in 1981. The co-operative 

credit rose from 20 per cent to 29 per cent in the same 

period. The control of money lenders as a class, got 

declined f~om 37 per cent in 1971 to 17 per cent in 

1981. 

At the all-India level rural households 

owed 57 per cent of their cash debt to commercial and 

co-operative banks put together. But households in Kerala 

owed more than 70 per cent (71.3%) of cash debt to insti­

tutional credit agencies (See Table 4.3). 
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'r ab 1 ~ - 4. 3 I Percentage Distribution of Cash Dues Outstand-

ing by Credit Agencies 1981-'82 

(Rural Areas - All Households') 

=====================-===================================== 
Credit Agency 

Co-operative Society or Co­
operative Bank 

Commercjal Bank including 
Regional Rural Bank 

Government 

Insurance 

Provident Fund 

All Institutional Agencies 

Landlord 

Agricultural Money Lender 

Professional Money Lender 

Traders 

Relatives and Friends 

other Sources 

Source not specified 

All non-institutional agencies 

Total 

All India Kerala 

29.8 33.8 

28.8 37.5 

3.9 5.8 

0.4 0.4 

0.3 

63.2 78.9 

3.7 •• 

8.3 • • 

7 .. 8 

1.4 

8.7 11.9 

4.5 

0.7 0.2 

36.8 21.1 

100.00 100.00 

=========================================================== 

Sources Same as in Table 4.2 - p.45. 
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An analysis of outstanding cash dues of 

households according to purpose would be useful in asses-

sing how far debt was incurred for production-oriented 

purposes as distinguished from other purposes. In 1981-'82 

around 43 per. cent of the outstanding cash debt of all 

households in the country was contracted for agricultural 

and allied purposes. 

Table - 4.41 Percentage Distribution of Cash Dues 

Outstanding by Purpose 1981 - 1982 

(Rural Areas - All Households) 

========e================================================ 

Purpose of cash credit All India Kerala 
-
1. Farm business, 

Capital expenditure 42.4 18.3 

Current expenditure 17.6 18.4 

2. Non-farm businesst 

Capital expenditure 7.2 16.4 

Current expenditure 1.7 2.1 

3. Household expenditure 22.4 21.4 

4. Expenditure on litigation 0.2 0.1 

5. Repayment of debt 0.8 3.3 

6. Financial Investment Expenditure 0.7 2.8 

7. Other payments 6.8 17.2 

Total 100.00 100.00 
==================:=======================~============== 

Sources S~ne as in Table 4.2 - p.63. 
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In 1981- 1 82 around 36 per cent of the 

outstanding cash dues of households in Kerala were 

contracted for agricultural purposes (See Table 4.4) • 

But the share of cash dues outstanding against expendi­

ture of a capital nature was around 20 per cent. Almost 

an equal amount (21.4 per cent) was contracted for 

household expenditure. 

There was a shift in the purpose-wise 

composItion of debt of rural households in the country 

between 30th June 1971 and 30th June 1981. The share 

of debt against expenditure on production rose to 70 per 

cent as on 30th June 1981 compared to the level of SO 

per cent as on 30th June 1971. The share of personal 

guarantee in total cash debt of rural households declined 

from 53 per cent in 1971 to 36 per cent in 1981 while 

that of mortgage of immovable property increased from 

27 per cent to 45 per cent. 

Rural population generally falls into debt 

for a variety of reasons. These are, broadly speaking, 

either productive or non-productive. Under the former 

come loans taken for the purchase and/or improvement of 

land, for irrigation, buying tools and implements and 

fertilizers, for acquiring livestock, for investment 
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in supporting business, for purchas_Wgvehicles, etc. 

Under the non-productive items come debt incurred for 

construction or improvement of house, for purposes of 

marriage, for medical treatment, repayment of old debts, 

and also for routine consumption needs. These are often 

so closely inter-connected that indebtedness becomes an 

intricate mesh for them. This state arises chiefly 

from their spending the loans not for the purpose for 

which they are taken. 

The major causes of indebtedness are the 

growing pressure of population on land, low income, 

rising prices, maintaining higher standards of living 

through borrowed money, crop failures, etc. The sources 

of borrowing of rural households area 

Government 

- co-operatives 

Agricultural Money Lenders 

_ Professional Money Lenders 

Traders and CommiSSion Agents 

- Commercial Banks 

Friends and Relatives and 

Other sources 
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lndebtedness in the Surveyed Area 

In a tradition-bound agrarian society 

like that of Kera1a, there are taboos against debt. 

But these taboos seldom prevent people from borrowing. 

Since credit forms an essential part in rural house­

hold finance, it is appropriate to examine the credit 

use behaviour of the rural population. 

In Thazhava, 73.26 per cent of the total 

households in the surveyed area were in debt. The 

average debt of the household comes to ~.6,708.77. 

As much as 51 households (24.17%) had debt ranging 

from ~.2,001 to 5,000 (See Table 4.5). 

In the surveyed area of pananchery 76.89 

per cent of the households were in debt. The average 

debt per household was ~. 7,871.33. 'l'he debt 6f indi­

vidual households varied from ~.50 to ~.2,OO,OOO. 

In Muttil 72.63 per cent households were 

in debt in the surveyed area. The average indebtedness 

of the household waS ~.12,248.91. However, the average 

amount of debt could not give a true picture of the 

dimensions of indebtedness as it vary from less than 

hundred to lakhs of rupees. 
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Table - 4.51 Indebtedness in the Surveyed Area 

a ___ ====_= __ • ___ =. _____ ._ .• _____ =. _____ = ___ ==-_______ -______ . 
Debt in R.upee. No. of household. 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil Total 

Less than Is.I00 14 13 • • 27 
(5.17) 

101 to 250 10 10 1 21 
(4.02) 

251 to 500 18 17 3 38 
(7.28) 

501 to 1000 16 21 7 44 
(8.43) 

1001 to 2000 21 25 20 66 
(12.64) 

2001 to 5.000 51 27 33 111 
(21.27) 

5.001 to 10.000 49 28 29 106 
(20.31) 

10,001 to 20,000 18 15 29 62 
(11.88) 

Above 20,000 14 17 16 47 
(9.00) 

Total 211 173 138 522 

--_._-------------------------------------------------------
Source, Survey Data 

Figures in braoket denote percentage. 
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Sources of credit 

Table 4.6 shows that the Commercial banks . 
were the maj or· sources of credit in ·the area. They 

provided credit to the extent of 66.53 per cent in the 

three Panchayat areas put together. In the surveyed 

area of Muttil Commercial banks accountE~d for three-

fourth (74.33%) of the total credit disbursed. This 

relatively high percentage is mainly due to the fact 

that the South Malabar Grameen Bank is located in the 

surveyed area itself. Almost one-sixth (15.17%) of 

the total credit requirements of Thazhava was provided 

by the Money Lenders whose interest rate on an average 

varied between 36 and 60 per cent. In Pananchery less 

than one-tenth (8.66%) of the total credit was provided 

by money lenders and it was negligible (2.25%) in 

Muttil. But the credit availed of from the Co-operative 

Banks formed almost fifth (19.60%) of the total credit. 

Thus in Muttil, the funds provided by Commercial and 

Co-operative banks together accounted for more than 90 

per cent (93.93%). Friends and relatives contributed 

more than one-tenth of total credit in the case of 

Thazhava and Pananchery and in most cases credit was 

extended at reasonable rates of interest and in some 

cases interest free. 
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Table - 4.6s Sources of Credit 

(In Rupees) 

========================================e============~========--~ 

SI. Surveyed Area 
No. Sources TQt&l 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

1. Commercial banks 8,23,000 8,93,150 12,56,400 29,72,550 
(58.14) (65.59) (74.33) (66.53) 

2. Co-operative 1,77,450 1,52,200 3,31,350 6,61,00" 
banks (12.54) (11.18) (19.60) (14.80) 

3. Money lenders 2,14,800 1,17,940 38,050 3,70,7 Q O 
(15.17) (8.66) (2.25) {8.aO} 

4. Friends and 1,44,150 1,66,050 48,700 3,58,900 
Relatives (10.18) (12.19) (2.88) (8.03) 

5. Other sources 56,150 32,400 15,850 1,04,400 
(3.97) (2.38) (0.94 ) (2.34 ) 

Total 14,15,550 13,61,740 16,90,300 44,67,640 
(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) 

===================~===============;==========================~== 

Sourcez Survey Data 

Note. Figures in bracket denote percentage. 
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,. 

Gold loans were provided by Commercial 
. 

Banks, Co-operative Banks and money lenders. The 

detailed break-up of the sources of credit is given 

in Table 4. '7 • 1 n Thazhava as much as 95. households 

(45.02%) resorted to money lenders for credit. Of the 

total gold loan 18.33 per cent was provided by money 

lenders whereas the contribution of Co-operative banks 

was only 3.08 per cent. This throws light on the 

urgency of expanding gold loan facility by the Co-

operative Bank at Thazhava. 

In Pananchery as well the largest number 

of people (47.9~~) availed themselves of credit from 

money lenders. Of the total gold loan in Pananchery 

20.67 per cent was provided by them. This clearly 

shows how deeprooted is the hold of money lenders. 

Further it deserves special mention that in both Thazhava 

and Pananchery more than 95 per cent of persons who avail 

of gold loan from the money lenders belong to the low 

income group. 

The shocking fact is that the pressing 

consumption needs of the beneficiaries and the conse­

quent diversion of funds lead to poor repayment and 

result in complete loss of gold ornaments so mortgawed. 
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The strong tendency on the part of rural poor households 

to seek credit from village money lenders and 'Touring 

Tarnil Money Lenders' was found to be due to the ease 

with which credit was available. It was further observed 

that the poor households by and large, were not aware 

of the unimaginably high interest charged. This incidently 

throws light on the fact that the borrowers were not spe­

cifically informed about the terms of advancement of the 

loan, especially the interest rates. 

The 'Touring Tarnil Money Lenders' are so 

called since they are of Tarnil origin and because they 

move from house to house in the rural areas in search 

of those who are in need of funds. Such money lenders 

were found in Thazhava and Pananchery. They generally 

lend only to women as they are,according to them, more 

prompt in repayment of debt. The initial advance usually 

will be to ~.50/-. Once the first loan is cleared promptly 

loan of a higher amount will be given if needed. The terms 

of repayment are reported to be convenient for the borrow­

ers since the instalment amounts will be collected at the 

borrowers' residence. In case a loan of ~.100 is san­

ctioned the borrower is to get Rs.97/- deducting Rs.3/­

towards stationery, and the beneficiary has to repay it 
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in 10 weekly instalments of Rs.12. 50 each. 'rhus the 

borrower has to pay ~.28 in addition to the principal 

amount in which case the interest charged comes to 301 

per cent. When this exhorbitant rate of interest charged 

by the 'Tarnil Money Lenders' were brought to the atten­

tion of the borrowers, they were of the view that even 

then such money lenders were doing a good service by 

advancing cash without any formality and delay at the 

doorsteps and collecting the instalments from the house 

itself. The rural borrowers further reported that if 

at all the instalment is delayed due to one reason or 

another, the 'Tarnil Lenders' did not charge anything 

extra for the delayed payment and they were happy over 

it. 

In total 95 households availed of loan from 

money lenders in Thazhava of which 61 (64.21%) resorted 

to the 'Tarnil Lenders'. And in Pananchery it was 63 

(75.9~~) out of 83 households which borrowed from them. 

The survey revealed that 42 households in Thazhava and 

49 households in Pananchery were indebted to the 'Tarnil 

Lenders' throughout the year and the average debt amounted 

to ~.175 and ~.210 respectively. Once caught in the 

clutches of 'Tarnil Lenders' it is difficult for the 
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borrower to get rid of them. However, this type of 

money lenders were not found in the surveyed area of 

Muttil. Table 4.8 gives the details of borrowing from 

Tarnil Money Lenders. 

Table - 4.8, Details of Borrowings froffi.'Tamil Monez 

Lenders' 

(In Rupees) 

======================================================== 

Surveyed area 

Thazhava 

Pananchery 

Total 

Source, Survey Data. 

NO. of 
house­
holds 

61 

63 

124 

Amount' of 
borrowing 

11,600 

16,640 

28,240 

Average 

190.14 

264.12 

227.74 

The amounts borrowed from 'Tarnil Money Lenders' 

were mainly used for repayment of debt~ incurred, for 

medical treatment or for consumption purposes. 

Uses of Credit 

In Thazhava the largest number of loans 

were availed for house construction or repairs. out of 

a total of 211 households which took loan in Thazhava 
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S9 households (27.96%) used a part or full amount for 

house construction or repairs. Looking into the amount . 
of credit used for house construction/repairs it can be 

seen that nearly two-fifth (36.18%) was used for it. 

Business stood second as regards amount having 17.53 

per cent of total credit used for it and there being 

27 (12.80%) households availing loan for business pur­

pose .. (See Table 4.9). There were as much as 44 house-

holds (20.85%) who used credit for marriage purposes, 

the amount so spent being 14.97 per cent of total 

credit. Nearly one-tenth (9.48%) of indebted house-

holds used the funds for repayment of outstanding debts. 

Only six households availed loan for the purchase of 

vehicles. The amount spent on cultivation (2.68%) and 

livestock (1.48%) was nominalo 

The largest debt (25.43%) has been incurred 

for house construction/repairs in panan~hery as welll 

50 households (28.90%) having borrowed for this pur-

pose. Though the amount spent on vehicles was the 

second largest (23.87%) item, it was incurred by only 

five households. Nearly two-fifth (19.57%) of credit 

availed was incurred on marriage by as much as 32 

households. Those who borrowed for medical treatment 

(11.56%) belonged to the poor households. 
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The credit use pattern in Muttil is signi­

ficantly different from that of Thazhava and Pana?chery. 

Nearly three-tenth (29.45%) of the total credit was used 

for cultivation whereas it was 6.38 per cent and 2.68 

per cent in Pananchery and Thazhava respectively. The 

people of Muttil, especially, settlers are of a pioneer­

ing lot who spend largely on cultivation, and reap well 

from it. Agricultural credit was used mainly for pepper 

and coffee plantations and for making permanent improve­

ments on land. More than half (55.07%) of the indebted 

households used a part or whole of their borrowings for 

cultivation (See Table 4.9). Nearly one-eighth (12.02%) 

of the total credit was used for house construction or 

repairs. Twenty eight households (20.2~) used the funds 

for purchase of livestock. This high percentage in Muttil 

when compared to Pananchery or Thazhava was mainly due to 

the credit provided by Commercial Bank (South Malabar 

Grameen Bank, Vazhavatta) to the Paniyans and Kurumans 

earmarked for the acquisition and rearing of livestock. 

Though the amount spent on vehicles was almost one-fourth 

(24.55") there were only four householdS which spent on 

that. The average debt per household was 82.58 per cent 

more in Mutt!l than that of Thazhava. It was also higher 

than that of Pananchery by 55.61 per cent. 
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Indebtedness of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Taking into consideration all the three 

areas surveyed there were a total of 86 SC/ST households 

of which 57 were inzdebti their average indebtedness 

being ~.2,592.98. On analysis it was found that nearly 

three-fifth (59.21%) of funds were supplied by the Com­

mercial banks and one-sixth (16.92%) by Co-operative 

banks. Though gold loan facility is provided by both 

Commercial and Co-operative banks, the Seheduled Castes 

and Tribes depend more on the local money lenders, in­

spite of their high interest rates. Out of a total of 

nine households which took gold loan five resorted to 

local money lenders (See Table 4.10). Examining the 

total amount of gold loan availed of it can be seen 

that more than half (53.18%) was obtained from money 

lenders. On the whole the money lenders provided more 

than one-tenth (10.25%) of total credit requirements. 

This throws light on the necessity of saving these com­

munities from the clutches of money lenders. 

Community-wise, Kurumans of Muttil (Scheduled 

Tribes) utilized the largest amount of credit (28.45%) 

though they constituted only seven out of a tota~ of 57 

indebted households. They secured more than '90 per cent 
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of credit from Commercial and Co-operative banks. It 

is worth mentioning in this connection that all the 

borrowers of this community were literate. 

The 'Touring Money Lenders' found in 

Thazhava and Pananchery advanced wholly on the personal 

security of the borrower. In these two surveyed areas 

the largest number of borrowers resorted to the 'Tarnil 

Lenders' (See Table 4.11). Thus in Pananchery 62.50 

per cent and in Thazhava 42.10 per cent borrowers re-

sorted to them. 

Table - 4.11. Sources ~f Credit SC/ST (Area-wise) 

Sources No. of households 
Tota~ 

Thazhava pananchery Muttil 

Commercial Banks 6 5 13 24 

Co-operative Banks 6 1 5 12 

Village Money Lenders 4 4 2 10 

, Tarnil Money Lenders' 8 15 • • 23 

Friends and Relatives • • 2 • • 2 

Provident ~und 2 • • • • 2 

Other sources 1 3 • • 4 

Total* 19 24 14 57 
=====================_====_===================_=K:==C=--

Source, Survey Data 

*Household resorted to more than one source for credit. 
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Out of a total of 22 Paniya households only 

six borrowed and all of them depended on Commercial banks 

even though one household borrowed from Co-operative bank 

as well. Only two persons had provident fund loan. both 

belonging to Thazhava. In the case of Scheduled Castes/ 

Tribes the financial assistance from friends and relatives 

were negligible (0.33%). 

Regarding the use of funds it has been 

found that one-third (33.93%) of total credit was used 

for house construction/repairs. As much as 16 house­

holds spent on that. An equal number of households 

spent a part or whole of their borrowing on day-to-day 

requirements and the percentage of expenditure amounted 

to 7.10. Second major line of expenditure was livestock 

(13.87%). This was made possible by the liberal finance 

provided by Commercial banks under D.R.I. for purchase of 

livestock. There were nine such householdsl five belong­

ing to the Paniyan, three to the Kuruman and one to the 

Pulaya community and all of them belonged to Muttil. 

Channel-wise use of credit by the different SC/ST com­

munities are given in Table 4.12. More than five per 

cent (5.62%) of total credit availed was used for busi­

ness. But it is noticed that the incremental income 
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from such petty provision shops is inadequate to pay 

off the loan since a part is also used to meet day-to­

day expenses. 

One-eighth (12.38%) of the total borrowing 

was utilised for cultivation and of a total of seven 

such households five were Kurumans_ the economically 

and educationally well of among the Scheduled Castes/ 

Tribes. As much as 8.80 per cent of the total borrow­

ing was used for repayment of old debts. 'Six households 

had to borrow to meet expenses for sickness and it de­

serves special mention that five of them resorted to 

the 'Tarnil Money Lenders'. 

Major Findings 

With the rural households borrowing has 

become a regular part of their life. Many take it as 

a matter of routine, and continue it for years. Majority 

of the households (61%) fall in the range of one to 10-

years in the matter of using credit. Nearly 25 per cent 

of them had been using credit for over 11 to. 20 years, 

while the remaining 14 for over 20 years. For consum­

ption purposes the unlicensed lenders were the main 

source of credit. 
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The proportion of households borrowing 

for non-productive purposes far exceeded that of any 

other kind of credit in Thazhava and Pananchery. Only 

one-third of the total households in debt used credit 

for any kind of productive purpose. Marriage, house 

construction or repairs, livestock, repayment of debts, 

medical care, etc. were the main purposes for which 

cash loans were taken. 

Of the credit spent for productive 

purposes, the greater part is utilised for enhancing 

farm production. Varying proportions of households, 

though small, were seen to use charge-account-credit 

(purchase of goods required in daily life on credit 

with a promise to clear debts within ninety days) for 

the purchase of such items as groceries, vegetables, 

clothes, etc. Households of Thazhava and Pananchery, 

though they commonly resorted to instalment-credit 

(means of securing goods, on payment of part of its 

cost with the remaining to be cleared within a stipu­

lated period of time) never considered these as credit 

since they were not required to pay any interest. 

The amount of credit availed of by 

nuclear households for investment purposes far exceeded 

that of intermediate or jOint households. This brings 
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to light the increased enthusiasm of nuclear households 

to prosper since they can reap the fruits of their hard 

work. Further the average amount of credit overdue was 

found more in the case of intermediate than nuclear 

households. The average outstanding credit on consum­

ption purposes like marriage and festivals was seen to 

be more in the case of households of old male heads. 

The major source of cash loan to majority 

of rural poor was unlicensed lenders like the local 

village Money Lenders and 'Tarnil Money Lenders'. Only 

nominal proportions of economically and educationally 

poor households sought cash credit from commercial banks 

and co-operative banks. It would not be arniss to state 

here that nationalised Commercial banks that are supposed 

to be of immense service to the rural households in the 

field of credit were not playing any commendable role 

at all. Moreover. it was observed that Co-operative 

banks also played only a very minor role in this regard. 

co-operatives are dominated by surplus farmers who mono­

polise the available credit. co-operatives are only 

one of seve'ral means by which the more powerful families 

exercise influence and availability over the mass of 

1 
small holders and labourers. 

1 David Thorner (1964), Agricultural Co-operatives 
in India, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, p.14. 
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The survey revealed that the access to 

relatively low interest bearing institutional loans 

is extremely limited for the virtually assetless 'social 

classes such as agricultural labour' and artisan house-

holds and those cultivator households who are at the 

lower end of the asset scale. In. brief the wealthy 

cultivators get the advantage of government credit, 

while the poor peasants, labourers and artisans go to 

the money lenders. Whatever might have been the in-

tentions in reality, policy measures have substantially 

gone to the benefit of the richer and more influential 

2 sections of society. 

The poor people are often caught in a 

debt trap where indebtedness leads to indebtedness 

through the repayment burden and subsistence needs. 

The debt incurred at the lower end of the household 

asset scale is smaller in magnitude, most of it is 

for current consumption, a good percentage is borrowed 

from non-institutional agencies and consequently a high 

rate of inte.rest is paid. The strong tendency on the 

2 Kurien, C.T., (1978), Poverty Planning and Social 
Transformation, Allied Publishers, Delhi, p.125 • 

. - . ~ 
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part of the ~ural households to seek credit from money 

lenders was ~eported to be due to the ease with which 

credit was obtained. 

Here it is worth mentioning that the loans 

taken were very meagre and as such would not substan­

tially serve any productive developmental purpose and 

therefore the Commercial and Co-operative banks should 

play the leading role in rural credit. This could be 

achieved through the extension of credit to the rural 

peasants, labourers and others on liberal terms and 

by easy means for productive developmental purposes. 

FUrther the rural poor need be educated on the merits 

and demerits of various sources of credit available to 

them to enable them to make judicious decisions. 

As regards the personal background, almost 

all the borrowers do not understand the intricacies of 

institutional loanl and in many cases do not think it 

necessary to refund the loan. Taking the rural poor 

as a whole, despite their ignorance they are innocent 

with no intension to deceive. Circumstances such as 

consumption needs, social demands and political influ­

ence~compell them to become defaulters. 
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Financing and recovery represent two sides 

of the same coin. These two aspects are 'interlinked, 

interdependent and inseparable. Repayment performance' 

is an important factor in any credit programme. Unless 

repayments are made regularly no credit programme can 

succeed. Lack of lQan recovery cripples the financial 

resources of the credit institutions. If the overdues 

increase out of proportion, the loanable resources at 

the disposal of credit institutions would dry up. The 

blockade of bank resources in the hands of defaulters 

inhibits recycling of funds and thus the needy, sincere, 

genuine, prospective borrowers cannot be provided with 

assistance. 

For most of the households there is no 

definite and regular pattern of clearing debts. As and 

when cash is available it is used to clear debts incur-

red. Diversion of incremental income for purchase of 

land, construction of buildings or for such other pur­

poses, fear of not getting fresh loans after repayment 

of over dues,no botheration about legal action are 

some of the reasons for non-repayment of loans. Other 

reasons are low crop yield. low non-farm income, high 

prices of inputs but low prices for output, rigid 
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terms of repayment, delay in disbursement of loan, 

etc. singh,!1!l3 indicated that the poor recovery 

and high overdues in the case of small and marginal 

farmers could be ascribed to the diversion of funds 

for consumption purposes. Further there is an erro-

neous feeling among the beneficiaries that they need 

not repay bank loans. The local political activi's±s 

also advice them not to repay. 

A good number of borrowers do not 

understand the intricacies of institutional loan. 

4 Munikrishna Reddy !!!l suggested that the banks 

should give utmost importance to education, farm 

size, social participation, urban contact, scientific 

orientation, economic motivation and innovativeness 

of the farmers while granting credit becaue these 

features had considerable bearing on the repayment 

performance of peasants. 

3 Singh, O.B., Sharma, S.P. and Rajender prasad, V., 
(1982), "Farm Finance by Banks in a Rural Develop­
ment Project~ Financing Agriculture, Vol.14, No.1, 
p.42. 

4 Munikrishna Reddy, M., Ramesh Kumar Reddy and 
Reddy, G.P.V., (1987), "Repayment Performance 
of Agricultural Credit Users", Land Bank Journal, 
Vol. 25, No.4. 
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Under-financial and over-financing of projects 

should be avoided. Periodicity of repayment is to be 

linked with income generation. It is necessary to extend 

the time for repayment of dues in genuine circumstances 

such as drought, flood, death of animals, etc. 

Some farmers are egoistic and expect that 

the banker should approach them to provide technical 

guidance and to collect loan instalments. It is import­

ant to note that the borrowers in all income groups re­

paid mainly the loans availed from the private agencies 

due to the pressure from the lender, a higher rate of 

interest payable on such loans and since they depend 

upon this source for further supply of credit. 

Since credit finds a significant place 

in the finance management of rural households it is of 

great significance to make them aware of the intricacies 

involved in using this tool so that this can be made use 

of in the wisest possible manner to derive the maximum 

satisfaction. This could be attained through appropriate 

education programmes - formal or informal adult education 

programmes. 
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CHAPTER - V 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Various aspects of rural indebtedness were 

dealt with in the previous chapter. This chapter deals 

with social and cultural life o Under the title social 

and cultural life the following factors are discussed o 

Age and Sex Distribution 

As per the 1981 census the largest number 

of persons in Kerala were in the age group of 10-14 

(12.8~~) and 57 0 52 per cent were in the workable age 

group of 15-59 (See Table 5.1). The census also showed 

female predominance with a sex ratio of 1032. But in 

the age group of 0-14 there were only 4,399,000 females 

as against 4~502,000 males. The percentage of popula­

tion was 35 0 94 for males as against 34 0 04 for females. 

Thus it is clear from Table 5.1 that both in absolute 

and relatiVe terms the population in Kerala in the age 

group of 0-14 has a male predominance o 
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Altogether there are 3,832 persons in the 

three areas'surveyed of whom 29.10 per cent fall in the 

age group of 0-14, 40.19 per cent in the 
. 

age group of 

15-34, 23.27 per cent in the age group of 35-39 and 7.44 

per cent in the age group of 60 and above. The corres-

ponding figures for 1962 were 45.42 per cent, 30.89 per 

cent, 19.52 per cent and 4.17 per cent respectively 

(See Table 5.2). Thus it can be seen that the percent­

age of population in the workable age group of 15-59 

has made a tremendous increase over the past 25 years 

from 50.41 per cent to 63.46 per cent. On the other 

hand a sharp decline is observed in the percentage of 

population below the age of 15 as it declined from . 
45042 to 29.10 per cent during the same period. This 

can be mainly due to the widespread use of family plan-

ning techniques o At the same time the percentage of 

population above 60 years almost doubled because of 

better health care and improved medical facilities. 

In the surveyed area in Thazhaya 25 per 

cent of the total population fall in the age group of 

0-14, 64.99 per cent in the age group of 15-59 and the 

rest in the .age group of 60 and above. .The correspond­

ing figures· of 1961 were 41.12 per cent, 53.47 per cent 

and 5.41 per cent respectively. Thus over the past two 

and a half decades the percentage of population in the 



T
a
b

le
 

-
5

.2
. 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 b
y
 A

ge
 

G
ro

up
s 

(S
u

rv
ey

ed
 

A
re

a
) 

=
 =

 • 
• 

• 
~
 
• 

~
 
• 

• 
_ 

~
 
=

 • 
C

 
&

 
• 

~
 
=

 ~ 
=

 =
 =

 ~
 

C
 

K
 

&
 
=

 =
 

=
 
~
 
~
 

C
 
~
 
~
 

C
 

-
• 

T
h

a
z
h

a
v

a
 

P
a
n

a
n

c
h

e
ry

 
H

u
tt

il
 

T
o

ta
l 

A
g

e-
g

ro
u

p
 

1
9

6
1

*
 

1
9

8
7

 
1

9
6

2
*

 
1

9
8

7
 

1
9

6
2

*
 

1
9

8
7

 
1

9
6

2
 

1
9

8
7

 

0
-4

 
8

9
 

1
1

0
 

1
3

6
 

1
0

7
 

9
7

 
1

0
4

 
·3

2
2

 
3

2
1

 
(1

5
.5

9
) 

(8
.3

8
) 

5
-9

 
8

8
 

1
4

3
 

1
3

2
 

1
0

6
 

1
1

8
 

1
4

8
 

3
3

8
 

3
9

7
 

(1
6

.3
7

) 
(1

0
.3

6
) 

1
0

-1
4

 
8

9
 

1
7

9
 

11
2 

9
5

 
77

 
1

2
3

 
2

7
8

 
3

9
7

 
(1

3
.4

6
) 

(1
0

.3
6

) 

1
5

-1
9

 
5

8
 

2
0

5
 

53
 

l1
S

 
6

7
 

1
3

7
 

1
7

8
 

4
5

7
 

(8
.6

2
) 

(1
1

.9
3

) 
IV

 

2
0

-2
4

 
59

 
1

6
4

 
5

5
 

1
2

6
 

6
2

 
1

0
6

 
1

7
6

 
3

9
6

 
CJ

'\ 

(B
. 5

2}
 

(1
0

.3
3

) 
(J

1
 

2
5

-2
9

 
4

5
 

1
5

3
 

4
9

 
1

3
2

 
5

9
 

1
0

3
 

1
5

3
 

3
8

8
 

(7
.4

1
) 

(1
0

.1
3

) 

3
0

-3
4

 
3

8
 

1
2

5
 

51
 

8
8

 
4

2
 

8
6

 
1

3
1

 
2

9
9

 
(6

.3
4

) 
(7

.8
0

) 

3
5

-4
4

 
7

3
 

1
9

3
 

7
0

 
1

5
2

 
5

7
 

1
1

0
 

2
0

0
 

4
5

5
 

(9
.6

9
) 

(1
1

.8
7

) 

4
5

-5
9

 
7

3
 

. 
1

9
0

 
6

8
 

1
3

2
 

6
2

 
1

1
5

 
2
0
~
 

4
3

7
 

1
9

.8
3

J
 

(1
1

.4
0

) 

6
0

.a
n

d
 

a
b

o
v

e
 

3
5

 
1

2
3

 
26

 
9

5
 

2
5

 
6

7
 

8
6

 
2

8
5

 
(4

.1
7

) 
(7

.4
4

) 

T
o

ta
l 

6
4

7
 

1
5

8
5

 
7

5
2

 
1

1
4

8
 

6
6

6
 

1
0

9
9

 
2

0
6

5
 

[8
3

2
 

".
 

(1
0

0
.0

0
) 

1
0

0
.0

0
) 

~
 

c 
• 

=
 =

 
=

 ~ 
~
 
_ 

~
 

=
 

=
 

• 
=

 
~
 

• 
=

 
=

 ~
 

c 
• 

• 
=

 & 
D

 
C

 
~
 

e 
~
 
=

 ~
 

c 
=

 c
 

c 
~
 

~
.
 

S
u

rv
e
y

 
D

a
ta

. 

.!:
!2

!! 
I 

F
ig

u
re

s 
in

 
b

ra
c
k

e
t 

d
e
n

o
te

 
p

e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 • 



266 

contributory age group of 15-59 showed a significant 

increase. The percentage of dependents decreased from 

46.53 per cent to 34.01 per cent. In the age group 

of 0-14 the female children (28.97%) outnumber the 

male children (25.56%). But among the people in the 

age group of 15-59 males (66.92%) are more than females 

(63.02%). The age and sex distribution of the people 

of the surveyed area are given in Table 5.3. In the 

total population of the surveyed drea males have a 

sm"!ll majority. 

~n Pananchery 26.83 per cent of the 

population of the surveyed area are in the age group 

of 0-14 in .contrast with 50.54 per cent in 1962. 

Nearly two-third (64.89'10) are in the age group of 

15-59, of whom 40.15 per cent are in the age group 

of 15-34 and it was 46 per cent and 27.66 per cent 

respectively in 1962. Thus the percentage of popu­

lation in the workable age group of 15-59 increased 

nearly by 50 per cent over the past 25 years. Males 

form the ~ajority in the 35-59 (27.45%) and above 60 

aqe group (8.36%) whereas females form the majority 

in the 0-14 (27.26%) and 15-34 age group (42.31%). 
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In the surveyed area of Muttil 34.12 

per cent of the total persons fall in 0-14 age qroup. 

39.32 per cent in 15-34 age group, 20.47 per cent in 

35-59 age group and 6.09 per cent in 60 and above age 

qroup (See Table 5.3), 43.84 per cent, 34.53 per cent, 

17.88 per cent and 3.75 per cent were the respective 

figures in 1962. Thus in Muttil too the percentage 

of population in the age group of 15-59 increased to 

59 0 79 per cent from 52.38 per cent. Though the number 

of males (550) and females (549) are almost equal 

males far outnumber females in the age group of 35-59 0 

While looking at the popUlation figures 

of the surveyed area in comparison with the corr.es­

ponding figures ~. 1962 it can be seen that in all the 

three areas the percentage of population in the 0-14 

age group only Showed a decline whereas in the other 

age groups the percentage of population showed an 

increase (See Table 5.4). This suppor~the argument 

that there was a considerable decline in the birth­

rate over the past two and a half decades. 
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Table - 5.4: Population by Broad Age Group in the Surveye~ 

Area 

(Summary Table) 

~~==============~============~=====:====~================~~== 

Percentage of Population 

Age qroup Thazhava Pananchery Mutti! 

1961* 1987 1962* 1987 1962* 1987 

0-14 41.11 27.25 50.54 26.83 43.84 340 1 2 

15-34 30.91 40.82 27.66 40.15 34.53 39.32 

35-59 22.57 24.17 18.34 24.74 17.88 20.47 

Above 60 5 0 41 7076 3046 8.28 3.75 6.09 

'To"tal 100 0 00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

================================================~===~~======~ 

Source; Survey Data. 

Age and Marital Status 

Of the total population (3,832) 47.36 per 

cent are not married, 47.26 per cent married, 4.02 per 

cent widowed and 1.36 per cent divorced or separated. 

In all the three areas a decline is observed in the per­

centage of population who remained unmarried when compared 

to ~ne figures of 1962 (See Table 5.5). 
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It is worth mentioninq that though the 

percentage of married people increased during the last 

25 years, percentage of widowed and divorced or separated 

persons showed a rapid decline in all the three ptlnchayats. 

This can be taken as a good indicator of improvement in 

hf~al th care and better family reI ,~tions. However cases 

of dIvorce are found among all the communities except 

Christians. Majority of divorce cases are among the 

poorer people. 

Out of a total of 52 divorced or separated 

persons 50 are females and 46 of them (92%) are below 

the age of 40. In almost all cases of separation. re­

unions are practically out of question since the husbands 

of 42 (84%) of these separated women have re-married. 

Widowhood and the problems ariSing from it apparently 

belong to Sociology, but on closer enquiry they are 

found to have a strong bearing on rural economy_ In 

the case of women, the death of the husband often 

undermines frunily security. The moral problems ariSing, 

connected with that are also of equal gravity. For men 

also the death of the wife may result in disruption of 

t.he family. Re-marri.age is therefore the most_ obvious 

solution. But it was found in the surveyed areas that 

whereas a good percentage of widowers remarry. the 
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corrp~pondinq pprcpntAqe for widows i~ n p qliqihlp. 

Tilble 5.6 gives detrlils of sex-wise distribution of 

widows, divorced and separated persons. 

Table - 5.6s Sex-wise Distribution of Widows, Divorced 

and Separated Persons 

====~==~=====================================~========== 

Particulars 

Widowed men 

Widoh'ed women 

Divorced 

-men 

-women 

Separated 

-men 

-women 

No. of Persons 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

9 

63 

1 

14 

• Q 

12 

4 

41 

.. 
8 

1 

9 

6 

28 

. . 
2 

• 0 

5 

Total 

19 

132 

1 

24 

1 

26 

=~======================~=============================== 

Source: Survey Data. 

The numbpr of widows (133) is six and a 

half times as high as the widowers (20). Looking at 

the ~qe of widowed men and women it can be seen that 

there are 19 women who are upto 45 years of age whereas 

there are only two men of the same age group (See Table 

5.7 and 5.8). This is because a good percentage of 

widowers go in for re-marriage compared to widows. 
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'1' ab 1 e - 5. 7 I Age of Widows in the Surveyed Area 

=============~================~==================~========== 

Age-group No. of Persons Total 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

35 and below 2 (3.1 7) 4 (9.52) •• 6 (4.51) 

36-40 3 (4.76) 3 (7.14) 1 (3.5'1) 7 (5.27) 

41-45 3 (4. 76) 3 (7.14) . . 6 (4.51) 

46-50 7 (11.11) 3 (7.14) 2 (7.14) 12 (9.02) 

51-59 9 (14.29) 8 (lQ.05) 6(!1.43) 23(17.2'l) 

60-75 34 (53.97) 17 (40.48) 14 (50.00) 65(48.87) 

76 .,nrl nhove 5 (7.94 ) 4 (9.53) 5(\7.-16) 14(10.S~) 

Total 63 (1 00.00) 42 (l00.00) 28(lOO.OO)13{100.00) 

========================================================~~== 

Source: Survey Data 

Note: Figures in bracket denotes percentage. 
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fable - 5 .. 8: Age of Widowers in the Surveyed. Area 

===~===================================:========~=~=========== 

Source: Survey Data 

Note: Figures in bracket denotes percentage. 
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As per Table 5.9 there are 70 women who are 

widows for 10 years or more where~s the correspondi99 

figure for men is only nine. 

Table - 5.9: Period of Widowhood 

======================-~~====~===~=======================c======= 

Period 
(In Years) 

Upto 5 

6-10 

11-20 

21-30 

Above 30 

Total 

No. of Persons 

Thazhava Pananche.ry Mutt!l Total 

Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men 

16 3 7 3 7 2 30 8 
(22.56) (40.00) 

14 2 10 1 9 •• 33 3 
(24.81) 05.00) 

18 3 17 • 0 11 2 46 5 
(34.59) (25.00) 

10 1 6 1 • u 2 16 4 
(12.03) (20.00) 

5 • • 2 • 0 1 • • 8 • • 
(6.01) 

63 9 42 5 28 6 133 20 
(l00.00) 

=====================:==~====== ====================~=========== 

Source: Survey Data 

~ 1 Figures in bracket denote percentage. 
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Age at Marriage 

The social and demographic significanc8 

of enhanced age at marriage, especially of females is 

well known. In view of the direct and indirect impacts 

of higher age at marriage on fertility and to some 

extent on mortality reduction, the National Population 

Policy of India formulated in 1976 recommended a mini­

mum age of 18 years for girls and 21 years for boys. 

By and large, a steady but slow increase in age at 

marriage has been observed in India during the last 

few decades. With this background an attempt is made 

to furnish the recent trends in age at marriage of 

girls of rural areas surveyed. 

Now-a-days the marriage of women in the 

rural areas take place mostly during the age of 18-21 

and those of men during the age of 22-26. The average 

age at marriage in the surveyed area is shown in Table 

5.10. It may be seen from the table that in all the 

three areas the average age at marriage of both men and 

women has increased over the past quarter century 

(See diagrams 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3). It increased from 22.6 

to 25.47 years for men and from 17.05 to 20.73 years 

for women during the 1963-'87 period. 
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Table - 5.10: Average Age at Mdrriage in the Surve:z::ed Area ( 1963-1987) 

~=~~~~~:~~=:=~=~=========~=:~~==:=~=============~==========~===========~;==:====c= 

Thazhava Pananchery MuU:il 
........ _. ------ .-----.-- .... ~- .. - ---, .... -,~ ~.,,--........ ,-. '"-'" -,_. -,._--. 

Y(~dr n",). of AvetaOE' ,;qe at No. of AVF,.~.I·age ti'JU ,\1: No. of !\V~· J: 021'....1 v .. I~P'! ,I t. 
mdl:ri- marria.'J.e mSIci- rndrl-lsS;1c llVlrri- . __ 111 a l,'l" ii!3.!t-

.::l~Te~ MuJ. ... }'~n;ill e a,es Mall') FefTIal ~ ·.lQe!1 
f~iJl(, Ff~tfld le 

.. -......... ' -.... _._ .... ---- .. -.- ..... _ ...... _ .. - - -.'- - -.. -_ ....... - --.-
19('J 9 :a • ., fJ 16.70 6 21.113 j 'I. (,7 4 2t.7!> 16.'15 

1954 3 21.33 15.67 2 23.00 16.50 5 22.00 17.20 

1965 2 26.00 19.00 2 21.00 17.00 3 22.33 18.00 

1966 11 25.55 IB.82 2 22.00 17.50 9 23.22 18.67 

1967 5 24.00 17.40 5 21.50 17.80 4 22.50 16.75 

1968 8 25.75 17.25 8 23.88 18.75 5 23.80 19.20 

1969 7 26.00 19.43 2 22.00 17.50 2 22.50 18.50 

1970 9 25.67 18.00 6 22.17 17.83 3 2(1.00 19.00 

1971 7 ~6.00 18.86 G 23.67 19.1lO 4 21.0C 1(').75 

1972 5 27.00 20.20 6 23.00 18.33 22.75 19.00 

1973 10 :%3.80 18.80 G 22.01) 1;,.33 3 21.3 :l lel.!)I' 

1974 \3 25.31 18.85 7 :.!4.14 1'1.S·/ 5 24.40 18.00 

1975 10 25.80 18.60 5 24.00 20.20 9 23.22 18.67 

1976 6 25.83 18.67 2 21.50 19.50 5 24.00 19.40 

1977 3 26.00 23.66 6 23.67 18.50 7 23.57 19.71 

1978 16 26.06 19.38 7 23.29 18.86 8 22.38 19.39 

1979 3 29.33 22.33 10 24.70 19.20 9 24.89 18.33 

1980 7 26.43 21.57 5 2B.60 18.AO 7 24.57 18.43 

1981 5 25.60 20.40 13 25.0B lQ.23 1:2 :lS.50 1B.08 

1982 6 25.00 19.67 12 24.50 20.42 ., 24.;4 20.86 

1983 15 27.07 19.93 7 23.71 20.29 5 26.67 20.40 

1984 10 26.70 20.20 11 25.00 19.82 3 24.67 20.67 

1985 10 2,6.70 19.40 10 24.10 20.10 5 25.00 20.00 

1986 14 26.57 20.42 9 25.00 21.56 10 24.20 20.30 

1987 6 27.17 19.50 10 25.00 20.90 12 25.08 19.67 

Total 200 25.80 19.24 165 24.01 19.15 150 23.79 18.0B 

=;~===~==~=======~:==;=============:====;=======~=~====~==~==~=.~~~~=:=~=====:~~= 

Sourcel Survey Dat;a. 
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However~ three Or four decades ago the 

average age of girls at marriage Was far below the 

prescribed legal minimum and child or pre-puberty 

marriages were also common. Even during the period 

1963-'67, more than 70 per cent (71.23%) of girls 

married were in the age group of 18 years and below 

(See Table 5.11). But during the period 1983-'87 

girls who got married in the same age group sharply 

declined to 30.65 per cent. Further in all marriages 

during 1963-'67 the women were 22 years or below in 

age. But during the last five years (1983-'87) there 

were 28 instances (20.44%) where the age of women at 

marriage exceeded 22 years. This clearly projects 

the rise in the age at marriage. 

In 1987. out of a total of 28 marriages. 

in 16 cases (57.14%) the girls were in the age group 

of 18-21. It deserves special mention that while by 

law 18 years is the minimum marriagable age for women, 

there were four marriages, in which the girls were 17 

years or below in age, one each from Muslim and Paniya 

communities .and two from Ezhavas. However, this (14.29%) 

is negligible when compared to 1963 during which time 

there were 11 (57.89%) such marriages. Age ~t marriage 

in the three areas are given in tables 5.12, 5.13 ~nd 

5.14. 
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Scanning a period of ten years from 1978, it 

can be observed that there were 11 marriages in Thazhava 

at the age of 16 and seven marriages at the age. of 17. 

Of these 18 marriages two were of Nair and seven each 

from Ezhava and Muslim communities. The remaining two 

were from Paraya and Pulaya communities (See Table 5.15). 

In brief, marriages at younger ages used to take place 

in all the communities except Christians in the past, 

and the present upward shift in the age has also affected 

all the communities. 

Table - 5.15e Age at Marriage of Women during 1978-'87 

Community-wise (Thazhava) 

No. 
Community 

of marriages 

At the age of At the age of Total 16 years 17 years 

Ezhavas 5 2 7 

Nairs •• 2 2 

Parayal' 1 •• 1 

Pulaya • • 1 1 

Muslims 5 2 7 

Total 11 7 18 

===========================================~============ 

Source, Survey Data. 
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Literacy 

While speaking about the social life in 

the rural areas surveyed, their literacy. needs special 

mention. Education is an important overhead investment 

in economic development. It is also one of the major 

factors affecting rural development. Educating the 

rural people is essential to make the farmers know how 

to apply modern technology in farm operation SO as to 

boost production. If farmers are illiterate, they can­

not rise above the inhibitions of tradition and ignor­

ance. Kerala has always been ahead of all other States 

in the country in the matter of literacy (See Table 

5.16). This is all the more so in regard to female 

literacy. 

One of the most notable features of the 

surveyed Panchayats is the comparatively high state of 

literacy among women. Chiefly because of the advance­

ment in the educational fields, their literacy has 

increased considerably. As per 1971 Census, women 

literacy in Thazhava was 56.33 per cent and it was 

52.84 per cent in Pananchery. This increased to 67.69 

per cent and 66.49 per cent respectively in 1981. 



Table - 5.161 

SI. 
NO. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

State 

Andhra Pradesh 

Bihar 

Gujarat 

288 

Percentage of Literates 

1961 1971 

24 0 56 

19.79 

35.72 

4. Jammu & Kashmir 

21.20 

18.40 

30.50 

11.00 18.30 

5. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

KERALA 

Madhya Pradesh 

Maharashtra 

Karnataka 

orissa 

Punjab 

Rajasthan 

Tarnil Nadu 

uttar Pradesh 

14._ west Bengal 

INDIA 

46.80 

17.80 

29.80 

26.40 

21.70 

24.20 

15.20 

31.40 

17.60 

29.30 

24.20 

60.42 

22.12 

39.08 

31.54 

26.12 

33.39 

18.79 

39.39 

21.64 

33.05 

29.32 

1981 

29.94 

43.75 

26.17 

70.42 

27.82 

47.37 

34.12 

40.74 

24.05 

45.78 

27.38 

40.88 

36.03 

=============================================c======--

Source, Census of India (1981) Series 10, Kerala 
Paper So 
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Literacy in all the surveyed areas was 

more than the State level of literacy as per 1981 cen­

sus. In Thazhava illiterates were only 12.37 per cent but 

in Pananchery and Muttil it was a bit higher. 

Table - 5.17, Educational Qualification 

=========c==============_==========================c======= 
Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

Particulars 

Literates, 

Upto 7th stand-

O'J 
~c 
o 0 

III . ~ 
o Q) zo. 

ard 653 41.20 

Std. -S to SSLC 557 35.14 

Pre-Degree 93 5.87 

Graduation 34 2.14 

Post-graduation 4 0.25 

Others 48 3.03 

Total literates 1,389 87.63 

Illiterates 196 12.37 

543 

272 

43 

11 

5 

18 

892 

256 

Grand Total 1,585 100.00 11 148 

47.30 

23.69 

3.74 

0.96 

0.44 

77.70 

22.30 

(I) 

~c: 
o 0 

(I) . ~ 
o Q) 
zo. 

533 

242 

63 

10 

2 

7 

857 

242 

-

48.50 

22.02 

5.73 

0.91 

0.18 

0.64 

77.98 

22.02 

100.00 1,099 100.00 

===========================a=== •• ==~===================c==~ 
Source, Survey Data. 
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In 1961. literates in the surveyed area of 

Thazhava were only 43.59 per cent and it ,has mors than 

doubled (87.63%) by 1987. Further the percentage of 

matriculates increased from 2.32 to 11.29 during the same 

period. 

Roughly three per cent (2.97%) of the 

population of PanBnchery had an education above SSLC 

whereas it was 7.46 per cent in Muttil and 11.29 per 

cent in Thazhava. In Pananchery the number of persons 

having college education is negligible. Many could not 

have University education due to the poor basic education 
, 

that they ~ge~ coupled with the attitude of parents 

towards higher education. As soon as children are able 

to do some work an ordinary cultivator or agricultural 

labourer either stops sending them to schools or the 

children themselves back out. 

Among the literates of Muttil less than 

one tenth (9.57%) had the privilege of college education. 

Wynad is a backward district in so far as higher education 

facilities are concerned. There are only four colleges 

in the district of Wynad with a maximum strength of 2,916 

of which only one college (St. Mary's College, Sultan 

Battery) is offering graduate or post graduate courses. 
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Science Courses are offered at the pre-degree levels 

only in two colleges. So the students do not get suf­

ficient facilities for science education. The well-off 

families send their children to Mysore and Calicut for 

University education. In the surveyed area with 190 

households only two students are doing -Engineering 

course. Just two had the privilege of getting post­

graduate education. 

Literacy among Paniyans and Kurumans (Schepuled Tribes) 

The Kurumans and Paniyans are the only 

Scheduled Tribes in the surveyed area and both are 

found only in Muttil. The Kurumans have begun to send 

their children to school. But the Paniyans are still 

behind the others in this respect. Regarding the Paniya 

students attendance in schools becomes negligible imme­

diately after the disbursement of lumpsum grant (usually: 

in the month of June-July). There is a lower primary 

school within one kilometre and an upper primary school 

within two kilometres of the Paniya households o Even 

to the nearest high school (Kakkavayal Government High 

School) there is sufficient transport facilities. Still 

paniya parents did not attach much importance to sending 
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Table - 5.18. Liter~cy among Paniy~ns (Muttil) 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - - - -- - - - - ====== ====== 

Liter"!tesl 

School going children 

Upto Std. 4 

5-7 

8 to SSLC 

Other literate P~niY3ns 

Total 

Illiterates 

Inf;::jnts 

Drop outs (in the age 
group of 5-14) 

Children of the age group 
of 5-14 who never went to 
school 

Other illiter~t~s in the 
3ge group 

15-34 ye3I:'S 

35-59 years 

Above 60 years 

Total 

Gr<'md Total 

Number of Persons 

Male Fern-de 

9 7 

3 1 

•• 1 

3 3 

15 12 
(23.81> (18.46) 

9 

2 

3 

16 

12 

6 

8 

1 

3 

31 

7 

3 

48 S3 
(76.19) (81.54) 

63 6S 

16 

4 

1 

"6 

27 
(21.9) 

17 

3 

6 

47 

19 

9 

lQl 
(78.91) 

128 

= -=: = ~ - - -- - - = -- - - = = = = = - - = = = = = 
Sources Survey Data. 

~l Figures in br3cket denote percentage. 

Percent­
age 

12.50 

3.13 

0.78 

4.68 

21.09 

13.28 

2.34 

4.69 

16.72 

14.85 

78.91 

100.00 

= = = = = 
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Table - 5.191 Literacy among Kurumans (Mutt!l) 

= = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = & • = = ~ c = = _ 

LitEr~tes 

Upto Std. 4 

5-7 

8 to SSLC 

Above SSLC 

Total 

Illiterates 

Infants 

Elders 

Total 

Grand total 

Number of persons 

Male Female Total 

11 5 16 

9 6 15 

5 3 8 

2 1 3 

27 15 42 
(87.10) (55.56) (72.42) 

4 4 8 

• • 8 .8 

4 12 16 
(12.90) (44.44) (27.58) 

31 27 58 

Percent­
age 

27.59 

25.86 

13.79 

5.18 

72.42 

13.79 

13.79 

27.58 

100.00 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - = - - = = - - = = = : = = = 

Source: Survey Data 

~: FigurE'S in bracket denote percentage. 
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their children to school since it is to them more in 

the nature of a long term investment with return un-. 
certain and accruing mostly to the next generation. 

It is important to note that there were as 

many as six Paniyans in the age group of 5 to 14 who 

never went to school. Further, when the overall liter-

acy of the surveyed area is 77.98 per cent, literacy 

among paniyans is as low as 21.09 per cent. Again there 

is male bias even in the matter of giving education. 

Even though the females outnumber males in the case of 

Paniyans. the literate females are lesser than literate 

males (See Table 5.18). 

Even among Kurumans a male bias is observed 

in the matter of education. Practically all the males 

are literate (See Table 5.19). But 44.44 per cent of 

Kuruman women are illiterate. If infants are excluded 

the literacy r~te for Kuruman women would be 65.22 per 

cent. 

Education of Couples 

Of a total of 780 married couples in 

majority cases (38.46%) it is found that wives are 

more educated than husbands. When the surveyed areas 
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are taken separately, in Thazhava and Pananchery 

wives are more educated (See Table 5.20). However, 
. 

it is observed that literacy Qf wives are more mostly 

among Hindus. In almost three-tenth cases husbands 

and wives are of equal education. 

Table - 5.20, Education of Husbands and Wives -

Compared 

====================================================.== 

Particulars 

Husbands more 
educated 

Wives more 
educated 

Of equal education 

Total 

Thazhava 

99 
(31.63) 

126 
(40.26) 

88 
(28 0 11) 

313 
(100.00) 

No. of couples 

Pananchery Muttil Total 

69 88 256 
(28.39) (39.39) (32.82) 

102 72 300 
(41.98) (32.14) (38.46) 

72 64 224 
(29.63) (28 0 57) (28 0 72) 

243 224 780 
(100.00) (100.00) (100 0 00) 

===~=~=========================~======================= 

Sources Survey Data 

Note: Figures in bracket denote percentage. 
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Migration and its Effects 

Pananchery 

Migration has taken place on a large 

scale in the surveyed area of Pananchery during the 

last four decades particularly during 1948-'52 when 

nearly one-third (31.63%) of the total migrants came. 

The reasons for migration were the availability of 

vacant land for '.free occupation and the cheap price 

at which proprietory land was available especially 

during the 15 year peried immediately after indepen­

dence. The integration of Travancore and Cochin States 

facilitated large-scale migration from the Travancore 

and Cochin area where land was costlyo Along with the 

cUltivators came a large number of labo~rers in search 

of employment and hoping to establish themselves on at 

least a small piece of land. 

Out of 225 households residing in the 

surveyed area as many as 98 (43.56%) are migrants. A 

vast majority of them (67.35%) settled. down before 1962. 

Among the migrant households 52 (53.06%) are Christians 

and 46 (46.94%) are Hindus. There is no Muslim migrant 



297 

(See Table 5.21). Among a total of 98 migrant house­

holds 51 (52.04%) came in search of land, 22 (22.45%) 

in search of employment and the remaining 25 (25.51%) 

came for other purposes. 

While most of the Hindus migrated from the 

neighbouring villages and adjacent taluks, most of the 

Christians came from the former Travancore State (See 

Table 5.22). 

Among the migrants of pananchery a good 

number encroached upon the Government lands, both within 

the forest area and outSide. Later on encroachment was 

legalised to a great extent by giving thOem "Pattayam" -

the title deed. The migrants brought in new trends in 

the employer-employee relationships, in the customs and 

manners, in the dietary habits and even in dress and per­

sonal adornments. They also brought a new outlook on 

cultivation. It is they who introduced cash crops such 

as lemongrass and tapioca, though lemon grass cultivation 

is now practically extinct mainly due to the shortage of 

firewood. Thus on the whole, the migration has had a 

beneficial effect in the social life of Pananchery. 
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Muttil 

In the area selected for detailed study' in 

Muttil more than three-fourth (76.32%) of the total house­

holds are migrants. Majority of them (59.32%) came to this 

area before 1962 (See Table 5.23). Only 34 households migra­

ted during the last 15 years and 23 (67.65%) of them are 

Hindus. Almost three-fourth (74.72%) of the Christian 

migrants made their entry into Muttil before 1962 whereas 

the Hindu migrants during the same period were only one­

third (33.33%). Rather# the Hindus made only a late 

entry. Community-wise, 35.17 per cent of the migrants 

are Hindus, 60 per cent Christians and 4.83 per cent 

Muslims. 

Though the new settlers hail from the 

different districts of the State of Kerala, the migrants 

from Kottayam district form more than two-third (66.89%) 

as can be seen from Table 5.24. About 90 per cent (89.66%) 

of Christian settlers in this area have their origin in 

Kottayam, Vaikom and Meenachil taluks of Kottayam district. 

Among the Hindu migrants as well majority (37.25%) came 

from Kottayam district. 
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1'abl. - 5.241 !Jia l;[~Yt.!2n 2' Mlg:raSoed Fam!Al •• ~X R.gi2n Ind ~9IDmuni~i (MuttUl 

. . ' . . .. .. • • U D • ~ ~ • • w _ • ~ '" . .. IIiI.. ...J. .. ~ .. -: • ~. = :". L· ~ • 'IiI r;s 

No. of FamUie. !>1strict of Tal~)( frc:m where No. of Families 
Migrahd Migration Migrated Hindus Christians Muslims Tot,~l 

1 2 3 " 5 6 1 

3 TRIVAtlDRUH Trivandrum 1 1 
(2.07) 

Nedumangadu 2 " 
4 ALLI!:PPEY Anlba hpuzhll 1 1 

(2.76) Kuttanad 1 1 

Shertallal 1 1 2 

1 PATHANNlTHITTA 
(0.69) 

Pathanamthitta 1 1 

97 I<OTTAYAM Changanaeherry 1 4 ~ 
(66.89) 

Meenaehll 10 52 62 

Vail<om 8 l2 30 

6 ERNAKULAH Muvattupuzha 1 1 
(4.14) 

Kunnsthunad 1 1 2 

l<anaYllnnur :3 3 

4 TRICHUR Mulrundapuram 1 1 
(2.76) Chaval<kad 1 

Triehur 1 

Ta lappllly 1 

13 PALGHAT Palqhat 3 2 S 
(8.96) Chlttur 1 2 3 

Mannargh8t 3 :3 

Alathur 2 2 

5 MALAPPURAH Eranad 2 1 3 
0.45) Ponnan! 2 2 

9 KOZHII<ODE I<ozhll<ode 1 1 
(6.21) R8d898ra 1 1 

Oulhndy 1 1 

Vythlr1 2 .. 1 3 

Sultan'. Battery 1 2 ] 

J OTHER STATES 1 1 1 3 
(2.07 ) ) 

145 TOTAL 51 81 7 145 
(100.00) .. . - -. • _ • Cl . . -. • • - 1;11 

~ . . . -. . . . -. . . . . . - ., . 
~I Survey Data. 



303 

More than 60 per cent of the families 

miqratp.d with a view to secure land f.or cultivat.ion (See 
, 

Table 5.23). Majority of Christian settlers (83.91%) came 

in search of land whereas majority of Hindu settlers (70.5f~%) 

came in search of employment. The early settlers achieved 

their aim of securing land without much difficulty by freely 

encroaching upon the Government lands. Along with Christian 

migrant households, barbers, carpenters, blacksmiths and 

washermen migrated - all in search of occupation. The 

migration is considerably reduced now since no land is 

avail~b]e for occupation. Yet the expansion of employment 

opportunities as a result of recent development in the eco-

nomic and social life of the villagers still attract a few 

migrants. 

Most of the settlers being Christians, the 

Christian element in Muttil Panchayatts population gained 

strength. The large scale migration from the Travancore 

area to the Panchayat under survey and neighbouring pan­

chayats of Wynad district during the last four decades 

has brought in far-reaching changes in the economic and 

social life, of the area. The migrants changed the face 

of the land by clearing the forest area and thereby limi­

ting the freedom of cultivation of the tribals. The 
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migrants themselves were good hunters and destroyed 

the wild animals which made inroads into their lands. 

They introduced more and more cash crops. The large 

scale migration to the interior areas resulted in the 

development of 'cutcha' roads to the interior areas o 

The 'Kakkavayal Vazhavatta' road is the outcome of such 

colonisation. 

An important change has taken place in the 

labour relations with the coming of settlers. Formerly 

the Paniyans used to bind themselves to the Chetties as 

agricultural labourers. The typical Travancore migrante 

had themselves brought labourers with them from their 

native places. However, after one or two years these 

labourers themselves encroached upon small plots and 

became independent cultivators. Consequently the labour 

became scarce and the settlers turned towards the local 

people, Paniyans and Kurumans. It was the early migrants 

who freed the Paniya population from the bondage of local 

cultivators. The migration also gave impetus to education 

and the low castes and agricultural labourers became more 

assertive and independent due to the better employment 

opportunities under them. Even in the agricultural pra­

ctices the outlook of the rural population has been 

influenced by the settlers. 
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Thus on the whole the migration has had a 

beneficial effect in the social and economic lif~ of Muttilc 

Family Structure 

Taking together the surveyed areas 79.94 

per cent of the households are simple in structure con­

sisting of the husband, wife and children. Intermediate 

families consisting of unmarried brothers. sisters or one 

of the parents in addition to the members of a simple 

family form 15.08 per cent and joint families, where 

there are more than one married member in each family, 

4.98 per cent. The classification of households of the 

surveyed area according to the family structure is given 

in Table 5.25. 

Comparing the joint families in 1987 with 

those of 1962 it can be seen that there is a sharp decline 

both in absolute and relative terms. It decreased from 64 

to 35 households over the period ie., from 17.20 per cent 

to 4.98 per cent. On the other hand the percentage of 

simple or nuclear families increased from 66.13 per cent 

to 79.94 per cent during the same period. The same 

trend Is observed in all the three areas separately as 

well. But no significant change is observed in the per­

centage of intermediate households. 
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Medical Care 

There has been tremendous progress in ehe 

medical care system in terms of infrastructure, manpower 

and services in Kerala. As a result life expectancy at 

birth in Kerala has gone up from 52 years in 1981 to 68 

years in 1986 as against the all-India life expectancy 

of 56 years. Further, Kerala has reached a Net-Reprodu­

ction Rate of 1.3 by 1987-'88 as against 6.7 for all-Indiac 

The percapita expenditure on health in Kerala has gone 

up from rupees seven in 1970-'71 to b.32 in 1980-'81 

and ~.61 in 1986- 1 87 while the corresponding figures 

for all-India are rupees six, b.24 and ~.43 respectively. 

For every 36 sq. km. there is one allopathic hospital/ 

dispensary in the State. As a result of the substantial 

increase in health facilities. Kerala's health standards 

are almost comparable to that of the developed countries 

in the world. The birth rate has come down from 38.9 

in 1951-'60 to 22.4 in 1986. In the rural areas family 

welfare services are rendered to the public through a 

network of rural family welfare centres, voluntary orga­

nisations and local bodies. 

There were 1,066 medical institutions with 

36,668 beds in 1987- 1 88 as against 422 institutions with 
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14,108 beds in 1961-'62. Growth in the number of 

medical institutions and beds in Kerala is given in 

Table 5.26. The table reveals that during the period 

1961-'62 to 1987-'88 number of medical institutions 

and beds increased by more than two and .. a half times. 

Quarter of a century ago it was the 

ordinary practice not to call a doctor or a qualified 

mid-wife for confinement. In those days the women were 

taken to hospital for confinement only in extreme cases. 

But at present a good number of women go to the hospital 

from early days of pregnancy for consultation and check 

up_ Kerala is the only State in rural India where 

the majority of births are supervised by trained medi­

cal practitioners. In all the surveyed areas more 

than 80 per cent of maternity cases are attended to 

in hospitals in comparison with less than five per 

cent 25 years ago (See Table 5.27) • 

Comparing the three areas it can be seen 

that people of Pananchery depend more on government 

hospitals for delivery cases. This is reported to be 

mainly due to the proximity of public medical institu­

tions like the District Maternity Hospital, Medical 

College Hospital, etc. at Trichur. 
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Table - 5.261 Growth in Number of Medical Institutions and 

Beds in Kerala 

====================================e======:============_=e=== 

Year 

1961-'62 

1962-'63 

1963-'64 

1964-'65 

1965-'66 

1966-'67 

1967-'68 

1968-'69 

1969-'70 

1970-'71 

1971-'72 

1972-'73 

1973-'74 

1974-'75 

1975-'76 

1976- 1 77 

1977-'78 

1978-'79 

1979-'80 

1980-'81 

1981-'82 

1982- '83 

1983-'84 

1984-'85 

1985-'86 

1986-'87 

1987-'88 

NO. of insti­
tutions 

422 

'437 

455 

467 

491 

503 

518 

529 

534 

553 

571 

783 

874 

881 

885 

888 

893 

898 

918 

968 

991 

1005 

1009 

1014 

1015 

1038 

1066 

Index of 
growth 

100 

104 

108 

111 

116 

119 

123 

125 

127 

131 

135 

186 

207 

209 

210 

210 

212 

213 

218 

229 

235 

238 

239 

240 

241 

246 

253 

No o of 
beds 

14,108 

15.753 

16,157 

16,567 

18,526 

19,850 

20,166 

20,279 

21,169 

21,777 

23,386 

24,184 

24,106 

25,312 

27,568 

27,607 

28,862 

29,947 

30,220 

32,447 

32,532 

32,880 

33,380 

33,529 

35,744 

36,404 

36,668 

Index of 
growth 

100 

112 

115 

117 

131 

141 

143 

144 

150 

154 

166 

171 

171 

179 

195 

196 

205 

212 

214 

230 

231 

233 

237 

238 

253 

258 

260 
==============================c=====:=:====-===========D==:=== 
Sources Compiled from Kerala Economic Review (1963 to 1988) 

State planning Board, Government of Kerala, Trivandrum. 
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Table - 5.27. Details of Medical Help - Maternity Cases 

===================~========.--===~========================-

Particulars 

Hospital 

Government 

Private 

Mid-wife 

Qualified 

Unqualified 

Total 

Percentage of maternity cases 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil 

1961* 1987 1962* 

38.18 
1.60 4.06 

42.73 

11.82 9.76 
98.40 

7.27 86.18 

100 100 100 

1987 1962* 1987 

52.34 

33.64 

8.41 10.91 

5.61 85.45 

100 100 

33.65 

47.12 

4.81 

14.42 

100 

~===========================~===================-=========== 

Survey Data. 
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Further it is evident from the table that 

people of Muttil depend more on private hospitals mainly 

because of their better economic position coupled with 

lack of good government hospitals in and around Muttil. 

The surveyed area of Thazhava show no significant dif-

ference in the matter of their going to private and 

government hospitals for confinement. It is worth men-

tioning that in all the three areas, there is a tremendous 

decrease in the percentage of maternity cases attended 

by unqualified mid-wives. However, the comparatively 

high percentage of unqualified mid-wives in Muttil 

assisting delivery cases is due to the large number of 

Scheduled Tribes who are slow in accepting new trends. 

Two and a half decades ago people used to 

depend on the Ayurvedic physicians and homeopathic pra­

ctitioners of the village for ordinary ailments - reserv~ 

ing allopathic treatment for serious or prolonged sickness. 

Going to the hospital for treatment was, as far as pOSSible, 

avoidedt regular medical consultation was unthought of. 

The practice of calling a physician home, though very 

rare, was prevalent in those days. But at present call-

ing a doctor home for attending maternity case is 
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practically out of question since there are a large 

number of hospitals - private and government - w~th at 

least the minimum facilities. 

Malaria was reigning in Muttil about 40 

years ago and a number of pioneer settler families were 

wiped out by it. Due to the clearance of forest and the 

Malaria Eradication Scheme the disease has been comple­

tely controlled. Smallpox claimed a few lives every 

year till 1960, though no such death is reported after­

wards. Death by causes for the periods 1951 to 1962 

and 1976 to 1987 is given in Table 5.28. 

According to the Death Register of Muttil 

Panchayat death due to Cancer was three in number in 1977 and 

it showed a 200 per cent increase by the year 1987. 

Deaths due to complications of pregnancy, delivery and 

abortion were not reported since 1976. This is due to 

the improved medical facilities and increased awareness 

of people regarding the problems of pregnancy and 

confinement. 
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Family Planning 

An attempt was made t.o study as t.o wh·at. 

extent the people in the surveyed areas are aware of 

the family planning programmes. Their attitudes and 

responses towards such programmes were also assessed. 

Contrary to what is expected all the 560 couples of 

reproductive age were found to have the awareness o 

Those who believe in self-restraint are very fewo . 
Just three couples practiced self-restraint. They are 

all Christians and therefore, it seems that their atti-

tude to family planning is influenced by their religious 

faith. Forty-eight. couples favoured the use of contra-

ceptives. As can be naturally expected, 39 of them are 

fairly educated (S.S.L.C. and above). A vast majority 

(91 per cent) believe that the use of condoms and other 

contraceptlves destroy sexual pleasure. 

As the table (5.29) indicates sterilization 

is the most popular method adopted by the respondents. 

A higher percentage of men, compared with women, wanted 

their women to be sterilized or to use preventive mea-

sures. Hence the feminists' allegation that even in the 

matter offamily planning. there is discrimination against 

women appears to be true. The number of women got 
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sterilized in the surveyed area is 249 while the corres­

ponding number of men is only 127. There are s~me young 

couples who expressed their intention to get sterilized 

after the birth of the second or third child. In such 

cases also, it is mostly the women who are planning to 

get sterilized (See Table 5.29). Further there is a 

strong preference among the couples to have sons be­

cause most (7~) of them believe that sons are necessary 

for the continuation of the lineage of the family. 

Fear and anxiety about the after~effects 

of sterilization do not seem to be widespread. Only 

nine respondents expressed such fears, seven from Paniya 

and one each from Paraya and Muslim communities. Women 

in general desire for a smaller family than what they 

wl"'1l1d have by the end of their reproductive period. 

Most of the Paniya women (Scheduled Tribes) 

know little "about methods of preventing pregnancy but 

are anxious" to learn about it. Though majority of them 

wanted to prevent child-birth after having the desired 

number of children, almost all of them wanted to leave 

it to chance. None of them wanted to abstain from 

sexual relations. There is widespread ignorance and 

misconception about family planning in the tribal 

population. " 
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Table - 5.2 9s Attitude on Family Planning (1987) 

:====~====================================================== 
Method of family 
planning adopted/ 

intended 

Wife sterilized 

Husband sterilized 

Wife intends to 
sterilize 

Husband intends to 
sterilize 

Contracepti ves' 

Self restraint 

Self restraint and 
contraceptives 

Not adopted 

Total 

Number of families 

Thazhava Pananchery Muttil Total 

98 

30 

18 

2 

23 

1 

14 

2 

188 

83 

65 

26 

3 

10 

1 

10 

•• 

198 

68 

32 

35 

6 

15 

1 

10 

7 

174 

249 

127 

79 

11 

48 

3 

34 

9 

560 

-

==;======c=================================================c 

Sources Survey-Data. 
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Table - 5.301 Attitude on Family Planning - 1962 pnd 1987 

Compared 

:=========================================================== 
Particulars 

No. of persons interviewed 

No. of persons aware of family 
planning programme 

No. of persons favouring the 
use of c ontracepti ves 

No. of persons favouring 
self restraint 

No. of persons favouring 
self restraint and contra­
ceptives 

No. of persons favouring 
sterilization 

Total No. of persons favouring 
family planning 

1962* 

185 

168 
(90.81) 

59 
(31.89) 

14 
(7.57) 

35 
(18".90) 

7 
(3.78) 

115 
(62.16) 

1987 

560 

560 
(100.00) 

48 
(6.57) 

3 
(0.54) 

43 
(1.68) 

466 
(83.21) 

560 
(100.00) 

_==========================================================a 

Source: Survey Data. 
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However, over the past quarter century, 

significant changes are visible in the attitude tp family 

planning. In 1962, out of a total of 185 persons inter­

viewed only 168 (90.81%) were aware of family planning 

and just 115 (62.16%) favoured any kind of family plan­

ning compared to cent per cent in 1987. Hardly four per 

cent accepted sterilization as a suitable or desirable 

method of birth control in 1962. The same showed a 

twenty-fold increase by 1987 as the number of persons 

favouring sterilization reached 83.21 per cent (See 

Table 5.30). At present every respondent is found favour­

ing family planning though it was only 62.16 per cent in 

1962. 

Newspapers and Periodicals 

A large number of people including even 

workers who daily visit the tea shops have a glance 

through the newspaperS While having coffee or tea. 

Even the illiterate are aware of current news as they 

listen to the newspaper when it is loudly read,' by 

someone at the tea shOps. This is a common scene in 

the rural areas. Perhaps more people read papers at the 

tea shops than in the house or reading rOom. 
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Table - 5 0 31, Subscription and Reading of Newspaper/ 

Periodical 

=============================================_=====_===e=_ 

Particulars 

Subscription to 
newspapers 

Reads from neigh­
bourhood 

Reads from teashop/ 
reading room/club, 
etc. 

Total 

Percentage of house­
holds reading news­
paper 

Percentage of house­
holds subscribing 
periodicals 

Thazhava 
1987 

67 

60 

72 

209 

72.57 

56.94 

No. of households 

1962* 1987 
Pananchery Muttil 

9 37 40 

N.Ao 25 36 

N.A. 56 29 

•• 118 105 

•• 52.44 55.26 

29.33 43.68 

========================================================== 

Source, Survey Data. 

~: N.A. = Not Available 
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In the surveyed area of Pananchery ther~ 

were nine households getting daily newspapers in 1962. 

But it went upto 37 in 1987. Thus the percentage of 

households subscribing to newspapers increased from 

7.32 per cent to 16.44 per cent over the period. Fur­

ther 25 households read newspapers from their neighbours. 

Since the details of subscription to newspaper in Thazhava 

and Muttil are not available for the year 1962 they are 

not compared. However it can be reasonably presumed 

that in these two areas as well there is a considerable 

improvement in the newspaper-reading habit. Table 5.31 

gives details of newspaper subscription. 
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CHAPTER - VI 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Rural transformation is a many sided 

phenomenon. Besides the economic aspect, several other 

features of an inter-connected nature go to complete this 

demographic and topographic transformation. Religious, 

communal, social, political, educational, cultural and 

occupational aspects are all equally important in effect­

ing such transformation. These are all so intricately 

over-lapping that it is impossible to isolate one factor. 

This handicap was born in mind while attempting to con­

fine this study to the economic aspect of the transfor­

mation that has taken place in certain rural areas in 

Kerala during the period of twenty-five years since 1962. 

This study is focus sed on features like 

10 changes in income, employment and population, 

20 structural changes in land ownership and other 

assets of the rural population, 

3
0 

changes in agriculture especially with reference 

to land use and cropping pattern and 

4. the extent of rural indebtedness o 
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To evaluate the changes that have taken pl~ce 

in the rural economy of Kerala an on-the-spot study through 

a schedule of ~uestions was conducted in 1987. Information 

was collected from 703 households spread over three Pancha­

yats in Kerala o 

The typical village of Kerala no longer 

resembles the traditional picture of a stagnant, iso­

lated, dormant village. An all-round development in the 

material aspects of life is noticeable everywhere. The 

rural society is experiencing vast changes under the 

stimulus provided by externally introduced ·technological 

changes on the one hand and increasing demographic pres­

sures on the othero The people today have facilities 

undreamt of by their parents a quarter of a century ago. 

In Kerala, during the last three decades 

development has been impressive in general, even though. 

it cannot be attributed to any single cause. It can be 

ascribed to a combination of several factors. An inflow 

of capital earned abroad, native business acumen and the 

stimulus qi ven by poll tical movements are .:unong the import.-

ant fC'.ct.ors. 
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Very drastic and fundament31 soci31 changes 

have occurred in Kerala in the fields of population con-
~ 

troll in mass liter3CY, in public health, in sanitation, 

in housing and other social welfare measures. Improved 

methods of cultivation are being practised and better 

breed of milch animals reared even though holdings have 

become fragmented. It is further found that the villages 

with a well-knit road system are linked with railways. The 

development of hydro-electric power and the expansion 

of transport and communications have broken the barriers 

between towns and the countryside and brought prosperity 

to the villages. Increased commercial and co-operative 

credit facilities have also contributed to this progress. 

During the past 25 years, the villages have 

changed from subsistence to cash economies. Further a 

decrease is observed in the inter-dependence between 

farmers and their agricultural labourers. Real wage rates 

for all crop operations have gone up in varying degrees 

since 1962. 

One of the most visible aspects of agri-

cultural change in Kerala has been in the cropping 

pattern, namely the decline in the sh~re of land under 

foodgrains in general and paddy in particular inspite 
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of the absolute increase in area under crops. Conse­

quently, there has been an increase in area under cash 

crops particularly, rubber, cashew. coff.ee and cardamom. 

The input structure in Kerala agriculture 

underwent tremendous changes over time, especially since 

1960's. Improved and mechanized methods of irrigation, 

increased use of fertilizers, better use of other farm 

inputs, wide-spread use of tractors are some of the cha­

racteristic features of this change o 

The·most momentous social/cultural trans­

formation, however, occurred in the tenancy system o 

The tenancy reforms, granting of ownership rights to 

'Kudikidappukars' etc., helped to increase the number 

of families owning or having inter~st on land. In 

Kerala, 61,760 acres of surplus land were distributed 

among 1,29,653 landless poor upto 31st March 1989 0 

Land Reforms have brought about a significant shift 

from absentee' landlordism to owner cultivation v 

State policy was the main factor responsible 

for bringing about changes in the rural economy of Kerala. 

It can be said that State policy towards rural areas had 

a two-faceted objective - the first to stimulate productive 
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operations and the second to bring about some structural 

transformation o Both these were meant to benefit the 

poor majority;. the latter directly and the former'in­

directly. 

Population and House Types 

The need to control population is of prime 

importance in all economic developmental programnes o 

The rural people have shown a great awareness of this 

and a strong readiness to adopt necessary measures. 

The result of this is conspicuous in all the areAS under 

this studyo In the three Panchayats surveyed the rate 

of increase of population registered a decrease during 

the seventies as against the sixties. The average 

strength of households showed a decline during the 

period 1962--87. 

Another mark of progress is in the 

achievement of better houses with modern facilities 

and improved": sanitation. This has contributed much to 

produce a healthy peopleo Now-a-days well-built houses 

with tile and concrete roofs are replacing the traditional 

thatched houses. In the areas surveyed, the percentage 

of houses with brick walls increased from 4.30 in 1962 

to 41.82 in 1987, and those with tile roofing increased 
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from 12.90 to 49.77. The best housing condition exist$ 

among the cultivators as can be naturally expected since 

economically they are better off than the other occupa­

tional groups. 

In matters of hygiene rural population was 

very backward a gerleration ago. Bathrooms were unknown 

and even the old pit-type latrines a luxury of the high 

class people o But in 1987 more than one-fourth (26.74%) 

h~d pucc~ latrine and 35 v 70 per cent used enclosed open 

pit as latrinel more than one-sixth households had pucca 

bathroorns o 

Taking daily bath has become the practice 

of almost everyone in all the areas and hence a signi­

ficant increase in the use of toilet soaps is se~no 

However, it has got a positive correlation with the 

economic status of the households o 

Furniture and Miscellaneous Goods 

Better living conditions are seen in the 

increased use of furniture and other domestic goods. 

The percentage of households possessing chairs, tables, 

benches and stools has more than doubled over the period 

under study. D~ning tables are becoming more and more 

popular. 
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Aluminium vessels have gradually crept into 

the households of almost all communities in the place of 

earth~rn, bronze and'copper vessels. There have been 

significant additions to almost all the important durable 

consumer goods used by the villagers during the perlod of 

the survey_ Apparently all the three areas appear to be 

enjoying a hiqher standard of living at the time of 

resurveyo 

Footwears 

Footwears are no longer a luxury. Over 

the past 25 years tremendous increase is observed in 

the use of footwears in the surveyed areas. In 1962, 

altogether only 5 0 32 per cent people of Pananchery used 

footwears but it increased to 52.87 per c~nt in 19870 

For Mutti1 also the change was remarkable as it in­

creased from 10.67 per cent to 75 0 98 per cent. 

Land Ownership 

In the matter of land distribution, certain 

communities hold prominence. For example, the Nairs of 

Thazhava are only 17.54 per cent of the population, yet 

more than a quarter of the land (26.32%)· is in their 

possession. Though Muslims constitute 17~60 per cent of 
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th~ population, they own only 6.76 per cent of land o 

!n 'fhd7-hava, Nairs on an aver.aqe pOSr:le~s 0.89 ?r.::r.~s 

per household in comparison wi t-h 0.26 dcres for Musl.i.ms ,> 

In Pananchery, among the landed communities. 

Nairs are prominent o They form only 11.-C?6 per cent of 

population and yet they hold 30.82 per cent of land o 

However, in 1962 they formed 7.71 per cent and possessed 

41.11 per cent of land. The average holding per Nair 

household amounts to 3 0 48 acres against 16074 acres in 

1962. At the other extreme, there are the Koodans whose 

holding amounts to 1.06 per cent of landed area though 

they form 7.14 per cent of population. 

In Muttil, among Syrian Catholics in the 

surveyed area, more than half (53 0 73%) own above 2.5 

acres eacho Christians who form 47 0 86 per cent of popu­

lation enjoy possession of 68.19 per cent of the landed 

area. In contrast to this there are the Paniyans who 

constitute 11.65 per cent of population and holding 1028 

per cent of landed property. Thus based on landed pro­

perty, Nairs are the most affluent community in Thazhava 

and Pananchery and Syrian Catholics in Muttil. 
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Cropping Pattern 

During the last three decades there has . 
been a shift from cultivation of paddy to that of cash 

crops. Economic, sociological and technological causes 

are responsible for this. Economic causes are high cost 

of production and very low returns while sociological 

causes relate to non-availability of agricultural labour-

ers o Technological causes relate to difficulties experi-

enced by replacing labour with automation etc. 

In Thazhava since coconut cu~tivation is 

found to be more profitable and less t·oilsome than paddy, 

paddy fields are gradually being converted into coconut 

gardens. In Muttil more than all other crops, pepper 

influences- the economy of the rich and the pooro 

Livestock 

In 1962, cattle were of a non-descript 

type of poor indigenous breeds of small' size and build. 

But now the situation has changed considerably due to 

the availability of improved breeds of cattleo During 

the last 25 years there has been a considerable increase 

in the number of cows and goatso Increase in the number 

and improvement in breed of cows has resulted in an in­

crease in milk production. people have started looking 

upon milch animals as a source of income and employment. 
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Occupati~n 

The percentage of population d~pending. on 

cultivation has considerably declined over the past two 

and a half decades. But those involved in trade and 

commerce, construction work and transport has nearly 

doubled during the period. In Pananchery the percent­

age of households involved in construction work increased 

by more than eight times and in Muttil a four-fold incre­

ase is observed. As a natural consequence of the deve­

lopments that have taken place during the past 25 years, 

a large number of agricultural labourers took up other 

occupations. 

In Muttil out of 190 households in the 

surveyed area 86de.rive a major portion of their income 

from cultivation. They are wealthier than other occu­

pational groups. Women of almost all cultivating house­

holds participate in the occupation by contributing 

physical labour. H0wever, women participation in agri­

cuI tural work is much more among the Christi.an immigrants" 

Economic life in Thazhava is centred round coconut and 

paddy cultivations, screw-pine mat weaving and industrial­

labour in the factories of neighbouring areas o 
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Agricultural Labour 

. 
Agricultural labourers are no longer attatched 

to their landlords; they are free to go for work wherever 

they like. In the mode of payment also some changes 

have taken place. Some thirty years ago, the wages were 

paid partly in cash and partly in kind; today cash pay-

ment is most common o 

Over the past 25 years there ~as considerable 

reduction in the working hours of agricultural labour. 

Now, on an average, they work for 7-8 hours in place 

of 9-10 hours per day_ There has also been a definite 

improvement in the real wages of all categories of rural: 

workers over the past. Wages of skilled and non-agricul-

tural rural workers are almost double the wages received 

by agricultural labourers in all regions o For both 

category of workers, money wages went up by more than 

ten times between 1962 and 19870 It also appears that 

the relative position of the skilled rural workers vis-

a-vis the agricultural labourers has improved to a great 

extent e 

The rise in the real wage rates of 

agricultural labour recorded in Kerala could be a refle­

ction of an improvement in the position of trade unions. 
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Increase in daily wage rates and reduction in working 

hours are mainly the achievements of agricultural trade 

'J~~i()n:::. Though headload workers get the maximum remu­

neration t;heir condition has not improved owing to in­

discriminate expenditure, extravagance And addiction 

to liquor. 

Household Expenditure and Savings 

Higher standards of life and improved 

modes of living, together with higher wages; have on 

the whole resulted in greater expenditure. Inspite 

of the innumerable schemes for saving that are prevalent 

the general tendency seems averse to these. In all the 

three areas surveyed, between the two surveys there has 

been an increase in the percentage of the total expen­

diture on items like fuel and lighting, clothing, 

footwear, education and medicine. Over the past 25 years 

the percentage of expenditure on rice and tapioca declined 

whereas that on fish and meat increased. A notable in­

crease is al so observed in the· percentage of expenditure 

on milko Due to increased expenditure on construction 

and extension of house building a considerable increase 

is also found in the expenditure on housing. 

In all the three areas CUltivators have 

a far higher average income than the other occupational 
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groups and consequently their expenditure patterns 

and standard of life differ sharply from· those of the 

other groups. Majority of the cultivator households 

had an annual saving of ~.l,OOO to ~o5,OOO. The agri­

cultural labourers stood the lowest in savings with 

26 households (22.22%) having no savings at all. 

Altogether Life Insurance Policy was taken 

only by 28 persons. Thus it would appear that insurance 

schemes have not become popular in the rural areas. But 

as many as 191 persons have savings in the form of 

'Chitti' or 'Kuri'. It is seen that some of the house­

holds in the lower income strata resorted to savings for 

undertaking pilgrimageso 

Indebtedness 

Indebtedness has always been a stumbling 

block in the path towards progress. Almost in direct 

proportion to increase in wages debts also increase. 

Rural people are mostly in the grip of money lenders, 

individual or institutional 0 Deficit financing chara­

cteristic of moderp governments is followed by indivi­

dual households too. The ultimate result is that the 

progress achieved is more superficial than substantialo 
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The percentage of indebted: households has shown a 

significant increase over the past 25 years. Ip the 

three surveyed areas on the whole 66.28 per cent house­

holds are in debto It increased from 47.20 to 73.26 in 

Thazhava and from 54.47 to 76.89 in Pananchery during 

the period 1962-'87. 

The average indebtedness far the households 

in debt was ~.6,708~77 in Thazhava and ~o12,248.91 in 

Muttil. In Pananchery it increased from ~o379090 in 

1962 to ~.7,781033 in 1987 0 

Two-third of funds in all the three areas 

was provided by Commercial banks. Both Commercial and 

Co-operative banks offer gold loan facility but the 

lower income groups depend more on the local money len­

ders inspite of the high interest rates o 

The survey revealed that 42' households in 

Thazhava and 49 households in Pananchery were indebted 

to the 'Tarnil Money Lenders' throughout the year. The 

amounts borrowed from 'Tarnil Money Lenders' were mainly 

used for repayment of debts incured, for medical treat­

ment or for consumption purposes o 

About one-fourth of total loans were for 

house building and repairing. Only about 14 per cent 
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wer~ taken for agricultural purposes and 2.60 per 

cent for the purchase of livestock. A greater part 

of the loans taken were utilised for non-productive 

purposes. In most cases the loan amount was not uti­

lised for the purposes for which it was granted. 

The credit use pattern in Muttil is 

significantly different from that of Thazhava and 

Pananchery. In Muttil the largest number of loans 

were utilised for cultivation whereas in Pananchery 

and Thazhava they were utilised mostly for house con­

struction or repairs. 

Marital Status and Age at Marriages 

Though the percentage of married people 

increased during the last 25 years, percentage of widowed 

and divorced or separated persons showed a rapid decline 

in all the three surveyed areas. This can be taken as a 

good indicator of the improvement in health and better 

family relations o 

The rural areas studied have' recorded progress 

in social life in the recent past. Several customs. such 

as 'Kettukalyanam' pre-puberty marriage etc., have dis­

appeared. In recent years there has been an upward shif,t 



336 

in the dqe at marriage of both men and women. Education. 

legislation and practical wisdom have helped people to 

chana~ ~heir attitude. There is now a general f~eling 

among the young men that they should marry only after 

they are in a position to support a wife. Among the 

educated young men the age at marriage is usually higher 

than 25 years o 

Li teracy 

Education which was at one time the monopoly 

of the upper castes is now available to more people in 

the rural areas. A significant change is observed in 

the attitude to education among agricultural households o 

Till recently, they were unwilling to spare the children 

for higher education as they can be profitably sent to 

the field after the secondary or high school educationo 

The percentage of literates has increased in all the 

three surveyed areas. It has increased from 43.59 to 

87 0 63 in Thazhava during 1961- 1 870 

Migration and its Effects 

Immigration of a large number of people in 

the 1950 l s and 1960's from the southern parts of the 

State to the surveyed areas of Pananchery and Muttil 

has affected considerably the social and cultural life 
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of the P3nchayats o With the coming of immigrants im-

portant changes took place both in crop patterns ~nd 

labour relations. They introduced more and more cash 

crops and the practice of paying wages in cash which the 

workers preferred. It was the early migrants of Muttil 

who freed the Paniya population of that Panchayat from 

the bondage of local cultivators. Migration also gave 

impetus for education and the low castes and agricultural 

labourers became more assertive and independent due to 

" 

the better employment opportunities under the settlers. 

Even in agricultural practices the outlook of the .rural 

population has been influenced by them. Thus, on the 

whole migration has had beneficial effects on the social 

and economic life of Pananchery and Muttil o 

Urban Influence 

Urban influence has infiltrated the rural 

area rapidly in recent years due to the expansion of 

transport and communication facilities, radio and tele­

vision network and increase in the percentage of literacy. 

The urban influence has impressed its stamp in recent 

times not only in dress. ornaments. cultural habits and 

social relationships of the rural areas but also on its 

economic structure and more particularly on labour relations. 
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Tl.E.e of ~'amily 

The educated people on the whole do not 

favour the jOint family system. Christians in general 

favour nuclear families and generally women are more in 

favour of it· than men, as they feel this will help to 

avoid many domestic frictions which they say are chara­

cteristics of jOint f~nilies. 

Comparing the number of jOint families in 

1987 with that of 1962, it can be seen that there is a 

sharp decline both in absolute and relative terms. It 

decreased from 64 to 35 households over the period ie., 

from 17.20 per cent to 4098 per cent. On the other hand 

the percentage of simple or nuc lear f alni lies inc reased 

from 66.13 to 79094 during the same period. 

Family Planning 

There was a time when working class women 

considered a large family an asset, as the children also 

could be put to work, but this attitude has greatly changed. 

The family planning programme has had a spectacular impact 

on rural life. The size of the family i~. dwindling, and 

younger couples have fewer children than the elders o 

Elderly people are happy about this trend, though a few 

feel that this may pave the way for low moral standards. 
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Another important effect of family planning is that it 

has improved married life a "Spacing" has enabled parents 

to give proper care to their children as' they could con­

centrate more on their upbringingo 

A remarkable change is observed in the 

attitude to family planning. In 1962 only 62.16 per 

cent favoured any kind of family planning compared to 

100 per cent in 19870 Roughly four per cent accepted 

sterilization as a suitable or desirable method of birth 

control in 1962 0 The same showed a twenty-fold increase 

by 1987. At present sterilization is the most popular 

method adopted by the people in general. Now every 

respondent is found favouring family planning though 

it was only 62.16 per cent in 1962 0 

Medical Care 

With the spread of education and the 

greater availability of medical care, a complete change 

has occurred in the attitude of the rural people towards 

problems of health. Some twenty-five years ago, for the 

rural population, going to the hospital was a day's job o 

Consequently many did not seek such aid until the illness 

got aggravated o Trusting the local quacks or leaving the 

illness to subside in natural course was the usual method 

adopted. Even in maternity cases local midwives were 
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preferred to hospital care. But now the condition is 

totally changed. In the place of mobile dispensaries 

making weekly visits there are Primary Health Centres 

in most villages. Newspapers and other mass media have 

done a great deal in educating the rural masses in mat­

ters of health. As a result regular visits to health 

centres have become a common feature of rural life. 

The analysis given in the preceeding 

sections reveal that Muttil has become more prosperous 

compared to Thazhava and Pananchery. From this it can 

be inferred that agricultural development is generally 

a more powerful factor in rural transformation. Rela­

tively undervalued in the 1940's# now the land costs 

around ~.2.5 lakhs per hectare in Muttil. After 25 

years of operation, the value of land has risen eighty­

fold. It appears that people have come to realise the 

importance of agricultural development#with a shift 

to cash crops, in bringing about rural prosperity. 

Recommendations 

Based on the study the following conclusions 

and recommendations are made: 



1~ Agriculture is the mainstay of all the 

three Panchayats surveyed and it is going to continue 

so for a long time to come o Therefore attempts at 

economic development of the rural areas have to be 

directed mainly towards the improvement of agriculture. 

20 Farmers are to be made conscious of 

taking agriculture as a commercial venture and not as 

only a self-sustaininq occupation. The farmer ann his 

family are to be encouraged to adopt subsidiary activi­

ties like diary, poultry, fishery, sericulture, horti­

culture or any other activity which suits them to sup­

plement their income. 

3 0 Unwise use of credit facilities is found 

retarding the progress of the rural population. The 

solution lies in making the people aware of the dangers 

involved in the improper use of such facilities. They 

should be made to look on it as a necessary evil and 

trained to make the wisest use of it. Official forma­

lities should be simplified to the utmost in order to 

save the needy poor from the clutches of the village 

money lenders" 
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40 The villagers know the local .problems 

and E"ven solutions" But the unfavourable rural power 

structure- stands in the way of taking advantage of 0Ppor.­

tunitiE's. There is need for identifying the most econo­

mically viable programmes at the micro level and provid­

illq f:llpportlvf! ~elvjCp.s.. Tile devf"lopment progr(lrnll1f"~ "t. 

the local level should be related to locM! resources 

and needs o If the programmes are imposed from above we 

may have tempor'ary favourable effects but not sustained 

activity. 

50 Local resources of the area should 

not be allowed to leave the area without value being 

added to it. This is the most dependable way of gene­

ratIng income for the local people part.icipating in 

value-adding activities. 

6 0 For an overall transformation of 

village life, a purpose communication link with the 

villagers is essential. Then only development schemes 

can be duly passed on to the people and their reactions 

to the programme~ and the felt needs articulated to the 

higher levels of administration Q 

7. Rural transformation cannot be realised 

without a change in the general outlook of the people on 

investment of surplus. For this, the present trend of 
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11i-ilisinq increased income from aqrlculture for un­

pr-oductive . purposes nnd even borrowinq lllon" ~nd more 

for them will have to be checked and diverted towards 

productive investment. 

8 0 An enlarged supply of savings through 

better tax administration and the development of a 

sound, legal and institutional framework are indis­

pensable elements in the growth process. If the rate 

of economic development in Kerala is to be accelerated, 

bold tax reforms are necessary which must include heavier 

agricultural taxation, since this factor Is overwhelmingly 

1 argc" 

9. The component of vocational education 

has to be geared towards the needs of the area, thereby 

providing employment opportunities to the youth, which 

would contribute to the development of the rural areas 

as a Vlhole. 

'10. In Thazhava, screw-pine industry is 

passing through a crisis. In olden days almost every-

body used to sleep on screw~pine mats. 

rubberised beds are fast replacing the~. 

But cotton and 

It may be 
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possJble to.improve the incomE> of: thE> wor"kers by 

concentrating on the production of fancy articles 

out of screw-pineo Further the workers t income can 

b~ enhanced if the middlemen who purchase unfinished 

mats are eliminated by organising co-operative socie­

ties. In such a case all the difficulties of individual 

workers in going to the market and spending much of 

their time in bargaining with the buyers can also be 

avoided o 

110 By agricultural improvement the 

tribal people of Muttil will be benefitted only in­

dir@ctly and marginally, since the tribals still 

depend on agricultural labour. However, there are 

facilities for development of some small industries 

in Muttil like the manufacture of tiles and bricks. 

The soil of certain localities is suited for this 

purpose and it is reported that bricks were manufa­

ctured in·Muttil and in the neighbou~hood in the pastu 

The indus·try had to be closed down for want of demand 

And the absence of transport facilities. But there 

will be no such difficulty in marketing then l 131; 

present due to the increased demand for construction 

materials and improved transport facilitieso 
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120 Still another industry that could . 
be ~asily taken up in Muttil is coffee-curing and 

the manufacture of coffee powder. At present there 

is only one coffee-curing centre in Muttil Panchayat. 

Plellty of coffee is produced 1n Mutt:!l and in the 

neighbouring Panchayats, but a good portion of the 

produce is sold without further processing. Either 

on a co-operative basis or on individual scale, large 

or small industries can be start0d for conversion of 

coffee seed into powder: this could give employment 

to the people and fetch more profit to the cultivators. 
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SOCIO . ECONOMIC SURVEY 
HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

District ...... ................ ............... ... Village ..............•...................... ; .... . 

Taluk .............................................. Ward/House No .......................... . 

I. Cornposidon of the Household 

SI I 
No. 

Sex Rot.tion.hip Age Mar itall ege at .1 Edu- I Occu· 
to the httd status marriag~ I cation 1 pation 

11. Duration of residence 

1. Has thiS household or the ancestral one: 
(a) O~;;:i~?'~: ';) tr,,; ',::!c;le' 

2. If Immigrated to this vlila~e state· 
(a) Ho\\: m:l:W ye;;:;, &;10' 

(C t t,...~ C.~.j~t c' n)~~r(:~:~x 
(.~ I" ~~::':-':' ~.l lot 

(ui} For CJ't!\.'a~10r, 

Ill. Religion 

Wh!!! is tt>!! relicio'" of th~ HO.lsehoi:P 
(Soe::t;\, ':0'-"""""i)': ca,'" or r.ub·caste) 

IV. Diet 

1. Breaklasl- (a) Kanji 
(e) Tea coffee along wittl other dishes [ 

(b) Immi;;ratd to thi;; village? 

(bl the pt(;C~ from which migra~~:j 

(fl' If: S~·.1rCI f")~ 18'(':­

(i i) Oth~!,: ................. ) 

(b) Tapioca and coffee/Tea 
(d) Others ( ....................................... ) [ 
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2. Noonmeal- (a) Rice 1 (b) Chapathi ( (c) Others ( .. n .............. ) { 

3. J Eveninp T ea­

fa) Teaor coffee [ ] (b) Tea or coffee with snacks { J (c) Others ( .................... ) ( 

4. T e:, or coHee at any other time 

5. Supp~r-

(a) Rice J (b) Chapath! ] (c) Olhers ( ................. ) { 

6. What are the other Hems of food commonly t;,ken? 

(a) Pulses [1 (b) Vegelables 

(d) MJlton I 1 (e) Chicken 

I (h) Other kinds of m;;s: 

J (c) Fruits 

J (I) Bacon 
] (i) Fish 

I 
I 
[ (p) Beet 

(j) Ep9 
! 
I J (k) MIlk an::! milk products ] (I) Others ( ................. ) I 

7. What are the special preo3retIons ma::!e on festive and ceremo;'1ra! occesslons' 

(cd Cc::-:-:.- ~j' C l (b) FamOli 

!l H",'" Ih 'J: ',J for cook inp­

(a) ~''''()'t old tVDe 

10. Fu,,1 us,=) for cook ing .. 

(0) FIf!!woo'J ] (b) Ete,;!ricil\l 

(d) K",'c.,e,,= ) (e) Others ( ... 

V. Dress, Ornaments and Footwear 

] (c) O!her Oils ( 

(b) Modern !\lP" 

r 
{ 

(c) G",s 

(When members of the family move out of thei· house) 

Ma:es- ca} ShIrt an:! DhOti 

(c) Shirt and pants 

2. Fem3 Jes (a) FlllI Saree 

ic' 310,,)59, Dhoti a-:: Sha.\' 

:1 /...r'! ~1"''''',!~~S used by-

'0: A:: .. : female membE;~s of the hO..;59~OiC; 
fb ...... j,,': r;':;l!t~ 01 the housi!hc!::;' 

4. A'f': :J: .... ~s· s used by-

:f. ':. Y .. " 

y~" 

5 Or!" .. f~ .0:011\1 stltche:i 

6. Washn9 cf clothes­

Is; horn: wa;hing 

J (b) Shawl and 0:10ll ( 

J (d) Others ( ............................... ) r 

(b) Blouse an:J OhOI! 

Id' Oth~'~ t. 

Yes I No 
)'es I No 
"YeS J Nu 

YeS i 

(b) Got from outSide 

(b} Laundry 

r 
. .... ) i 
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VI. Housl", 

Is Ih~ "r.JllSF.! (Ill Owned? J (b) rS!:!A:J-' 

2. How menv rooms lire there in the household for slesplOg purposes? 

3, Is there 8 separate room for sleepin;J for el/ery couple' (81 Ves r ] (b) No 

4 W'l.,t is the material of Itl!! rceP 

(81 LeevtfS or stre"" ( ) Ib) T ties { ] (c) Concrete { J (;;) Others 

5. What is the material of the wall? 

(a) Grass, IS8\18s, ree:lS or bamboo ( J (b) Muj J (c) Stones 

Id) Un burnt bricks [J (el burnl bricks J (f) Others ............... [ 

e. Wnat is the lIoorin;J mat'!rial; 

till Mu: J (b) Concre!\! [ ] (c) Mosaic (::il Any Olher ............... { 

VII. Fumiture and Miscellaneous goods 

Ilem Nurnber 

2 

(a) Chairs 

(c) Benches 

(e) Sofa 

(~) Almirahs 

DO,,5 the household possess any 01 lh~ 
la) lantern ! 
(cl Torchllpht ! 
( .. ) Gd, Stovt! 

to "" :>; Co'! 

t" ~>.:';)ter:MOlcr CvCic; 

I' T,ii,,-Trc:;tQf 

(n') Tep.,,:t.ccrdl:lr 

I' ~~:-~;c;::,,:,~: 

(C CW'8rs ( 

[ 

r 
! 
( 

VIII. Medical Attention 

." th., hosoite," 
(,) Gc.,'. ... &rnrn~ ... ~ 

(ii) PfI"ale 

} 
] 
J 
} 

rb) Tables 

Id) Slools 

(t) COlS 

(h) Othsrs ( .................... ) 

] (b) ElectrIC Light 

J (d) KerOSe'19 St8lie 

(f) Ele:::r le Hea~..,; 

PJ 6,:'.:" 

J 
J 

Ii \ Cm J·:e~ 

(I) M('~''-

{Ill Tei;;;~ls'CJ \'. C. R. 

(pj T ~12;:n:: f 

(b) 0: ~:)T~' 

ll) t' .,: 6 ~:-: . 

(II) C,' e (' .,. ':~: rTild·wife 

(ili) by ar' In:lJe llej mld·wife 

(ill) wllh:>..l~ a~y s'J~h assistance 

] 
] 

Numo"r 
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IX. Animals 

Ca) Cows J (b) Bulls r (e) Buffalo~!! ! ] 
(d) She· buffaloes ] (e) Goals r (f) Sheep ! J 
(g) P'Qs I Ih) Duel( I (I) Fowls ( ...... ' .• , · .. ·r· )( J 

(J) Others ( )[ j 

X. Amusements 

1. Does the household go for cinemas. and If 10, et what Intervals? 

2. Does the household go fodra~na and if so at what intervals? 

3. Does the household participate in other amusements, and if so, what are such amuseme:1ts? 

XI. Dowry 

1. Wh~l's t,-, .. loa: iI'n~_-' re::-',Hyej as dol'''V for !~" m<!:roaC't! of the 'TI?;- :1"""7:':,''''', l:t~ 

hO\.iS",",Old? 

(1:1) In c6sh or prOPllrly (b) A. o~namen!'.-

2. Has the hou~eho:o glve'l any dowry for the famala members 01 the househoiJ! 
If yes, upto what amount? 

(a) In cash or property [ (b) As Ornamenls 

XII. Occupational Particulars 

1. Has tha household any Iraditional occupation. and. If so. what' 

3, If the traditional occupation is nOI continued. why is it give'i up? 

4 I~ In", h::JC!set;')I] rll'l'1"~3ny InouSlrv Ilnd if so. hov-.. !TIany' 
memb!!TS are u)volveo i~ it? 

5, Is tt:» hO,Jse">o!d runnin;l any business and if so, specify the nature 
an:; (hI: '''lmber of memoers Involved in it. 

6, Ho .. Ir,,,,, m-=mt;,~·, c·' :rt9 household are enQa~e: i- .~ .!,.,"oi; 

Cill!; ,apo" ourl,1i; the 'horking season? 
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XIV. I1 the annual Income of the household sufficient to cover the expendIture? 

If not. how Is the expenditure not covered by income met? 

XV. Indebtedness 

1, Is the household in debt? 

If yes: (a) Whllt is the extent 01 debt? 

(b) When was it ITlcurreo? 

(c) How much was obstained from each of the following? 

(i) Commercial banks 

(ii) Co·operative banks 

(iii) Village money lenders 

(iv} Friends & relatives 

(v) Other sources 

(d) What is the exte"! of debt i":Jrred for tn!! following purpos~;' 

(i)' Purchase 0: fan: 

(iil) Marriages 

(1/) To gIve dowry 

(vii) Sickness 

fix} cultlVCl1 ion 

(xl) Business 

(Il) HO..Jse constrU::;j- or repairs 

(IV) Funer als 

(I/i) To clear ol:! outstan:!in;j debts 

(viii) Ordin!lry wants 

(x) Ind,;stry 

(xii) Others ( ......................... ) 

2. Has the household cleared any debt wh.ch e><iste:J prior to 10 years an:! It so, how much? 

3. How the debt yYas cleared? 

(a) From the income of the household 

(c) By the liouidation of any ott-e' a~se! 

(e) By borrowing 

XVI. Land 

1. Do~!; the h0C15eholj possess a-:v lan~; 

If yes, what is the type of possessIon? 

la) Ab~olut'3 ownership 

fb) By sale of any oroperty 

(d) Bv tn~ r",!:'s3~IS-' 0' a~y 

OCl!Sla'lOI!l;J cre:lll 

(I) By any other sour cs 

(b) Governmi!nt la": o:~~pied by 
the hOJsenol:J 

le) lard tai.::s'1 0'1 rent from pri',,,:, oerso'1~ or institutions 

2 

3. 1<: :',,, nOJseh?la (,J1tlvatm>:­

fa) by It!> own i'a:.lo..Jr 

0'-' ,'.' ~. any lan:i ar.c I' se. 

(c) by liS 0 .... - i:: - 'c::i tabour 

4. Is there any uncUifivale:J cultiva!)l~ la'):)s? It so how much? 



XIII. Housthold Intomt I,· ; Exp!ndlturt 

ExpendIture (Annual) 

(11 F'c::;cl 
(a) Cereals !lnd PUlS9S 

(Rice, wheet other grelns, 
Dhl!ll et"::.) 

(b) \:siI",:abieo 
(c) Mu, (B •• I, Multon, 

Chicken, duck. bacon etc) 
Cd) Fish 
(e) Suger 
(I) Coffei?'Tea 
(9) Milk and Milk produ:.:ts 
(h) OHler f,:>od : 

(2) HousIng 
(a) Rent 
(b) Fuel 
(c) Light Et Water 

(3) ClolhinQ 

Totel 

Tota! 

(4) Expenditure on cultivetioIl, 
Industry. busin~ss atc 
(a) Cultiva!ion 
(b) In:;U5trv 
(c) bU$H)p,; 

Total 

(5) Miscellaneous El!:penditure 
(a) Educatior 
(b) DhobY/soap 
(c) Barber 
(d) Travelli'"lfJ 
(e) Med';::al expenses 
(f) _'-1 ~'i ~'-:~ -:>::'~~~"":::"~ 

(9) Amuseme'lts 
(h) Provident Fund, Kuri. 

Insurance and such other 
comoulsory savrngs 

(i) Payment ot debts 
(J) Liauo' 
(k : T Ob;,~::o 

(I; O'-'I€<'S 
Total 

Grand Total 

Rs. 

xx 

Rs, JI ____ lnc_o_m_B_(_A_n_r,_u_"'_l_'_-f __ R_S_+-_R_S_,_ 

(1) Salary or we:;,eB 

(2) Income from industry 

(3) bUsiness 

(4) agriculture 

(5) Rent 

(6) Pension 

(7) Other SOJ' C",S 

, 
Gran:! Tol&1 I 
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XVII. Miscellaneous 

1. Does the household get down any daity newspapers' Yes 

2. Does the household take weekly holidays? if so. how many 

3. 00-1'0 cmv member or membtlr& of Ihe hous!lhold take active part in polillCi) 
11 SO, how many? 

4 D~e5 !I:W memb"l 0r mamb,,'s of the hoviiahold visit plac3s of pvbl,c WJ'~"IC;' 
" VI!S, how many !jnd 8t W~,d; 1Il!alvals? 

5, Has any member of the household joined I! co·oprlltive sociely? If so, what is the 
nature of the co.operative sociely? 

6. Does the household hav6 road accessibility? Yes 

7. Type 01 family liVing in the household 

No 

No 

(a) single family Cb) Inlermediate femily tC} Joi'1t family 

8. Has i! been possible for the hO:Jsehofd to 

(a) balter IrIIl/allon facilities? ) 

le ~ b(~n~r S~~J~:' 1 
(el btltter manure' (J 

': ~, during the lest len years· 

(b) better types ot celtls] 

(d ' ban~T Impl;,.nl;Jhls·· 

If) more land tOf cul!lvat'o")-

(9) use of pesllcioe-s' [ 

(, i beller health faclllltes' 

(h) improvad me!hoa~ of cultl' "-'°1'17 

W better ass,stance banks & publIC; 

institutions' 

9. H." 1'le ho;)sehold disposed off any properly durino the las! tell year s? 
(j"J 11 so. ho ...... mu::'! end at what pnce' ! 

10 Hil',I',<> hOllSeilol::l aCQulf<.d allY property during the last 10 yellr~) 
and Tt SO. how m'J~~!" ( 

11 H<::- Ih'" ho .. ;;.etlold ):,\vesleo anY capital in ne"" undert<lkinqs ur tJ~.ill:l()'I)'.; ,1.,. ':, :~,t' '>;0: le y~~: .. 
r!'.1 If SU. how mu,~.,) 

~2, t.;:;:! ... 

13. Ha'; !n~re beena")y CO:1sanpl>lneous manJac'.! In the hOU5eI'I0!:::" If so wha' "as tt'.:-
1",lt'lon5i-tlp be'tv,eenlhe partIes to the ma'flage') [ 

14. H~; !'lere beer; any Dolyaa'1)o~Js or potyand'OU5 marria;te i") t',~ r.OJs=c.JI~· I' s:. 

Slot,; how many wives or husbands? [ 

15_ Has any member of the household married from CI'1other com~.J·"ly" I; 5:;. 
v,h,:::., is thl' community',' [ 

,. I.':'"'. .,-:; 

19 D:',';"3 ni£ h~.:.J:.-=-hOLJ POSS,=~5 mosa~_Jll0 c~:JnaHls': y€~ 

2i) D::·'s In" hOJr;ghold have latrlr)e 'balhl00m' N::; 



21. A'e anncuttural wages paid in. 

fal cash (h) kind 

22. A!111uj,< on family plannin9 

Ward/House No. 

Name of person interlliewed 

Oura:IO', of p. ~,;."" marriage 

No of Ilvina chliore'1 

Are you aware of family planning pragramme? 

Are yo.: '''' 12 ;:J:.J' of family planning) 

If ye:. s ... ,~_;·: It l)~ a.;..,ielle:l:· 

(Cl by b:Jlh J 

(d; b. sI.,;' ".~, .. ,:-

V't'~I-3· f~ t~~j:: , . ...: .. : :;-i:'U o! the 10 ",-ly, 

8s::oroln;: 10 Y'::J,' 

xxii 

CC) partly in cash end partly in kind 

First 

couple 

Second 

COllptP. 

j' 
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